
Classics
From the Renaissance to the nineteenth century, Latin and Greek were compulsory 
subjects in almost all European universities, and most early modern scholars 
published their research and conducted international correspondence in Latin. 
Latin had continued in use in Western Europe long after the fall of the Roman 
empire as the lingua franca of the educated classes and of law, diplomacy, religion 
and university teaching. The flight of Greek scholars to the West after the fall 
of Constantinople in 1453 gave impetus to the study of ancient Greek literature 
and the Greek New Testament. Eventually, just as nineteenth-century reforms 
of university curricula were beginning to erode this ascendancy, developments 
in textual criticism and linguistic analysis, and new ways of studying ancient 
societies, especially archaeology, led to renewed enthusiasm for the Classics. 
This collection offers works of criticism, interpretation and synthesis by the 
outstanding scholars of the nineteenth century.

L’Astrologie grecque
The French historian Auguste Bouché-Leclercq (1842–1923) made major contri-
butions to our knowledge of the Hellenistic period. A member of the Académie des 
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, he was also made an officer of the Légion d’Honneur. 
Bouché-Leclercq is also considered the first modern historian of astrology: he had 
developed a long-lasting interest in divination during his extensive researches on 
ancient Greek civilisation. This field had not been considered worthy of serious 
scholarly study until he published his Histoire de la divination dans l’antiquité 
between 1879 and 1882. L’Astrologie grecque, first published in 1899, is another 
important work, still referred to today. Bouché-Leclercq looks back to the oriental 
roots of Greek astrology. He delves into the specific influence of the zodiac signs, 
and explains how the celestial sphere was divided in order to draw horoscopes. 
Other topics include astrology in Roman culture, as well as astrological medicine.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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