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This series contains both philosophical texts and critical essays about 
philosophy, concentrating especially on works originally published in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It covers a broad range of topics 
including ethics, logic, metaphysics, aesthetics, utilitarianism, positivism, 
scientific method and political thought. It also includes biographies and 
accounts of the history of philosophy, as well as collections of papers 
by leading figures. In addition to this series, primary texts by ancient 
philosophers, and works with particular relevance to philosophy of 
science, politics or theology, may be found elsewhere in the Cambridge 
Library Collection.

Utilitarianism Explained and Exemplified 
in Moral and Political Government

A founder in 1830 of the National Colonization Society, Charles Tennant 
(1796–1873) advocated government support for emigration to Britain’s 
colonies as a means of alleviating poverty at home and boosting the work- 
force overseas. Briefly representing St Albans in Parliament, he later wrote 
treatises on contemporary political and financial questions, notably arguing 
for the abolition of income tax in The People’s Blue Book (1857). Also published
anonymously, the present work, which appeared in 1864, offers a critique of 
John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism (1863). Tennant argues that happiness does 
not consist in utility, but rather in conformity to divine will as described by 
the Christian faith. Nevertheless, Tennant says, we ought to promote utility, 
as this is likely to be conducive to happiness. He then applies this view in 
detail to contemporary problems of government, domestic policy, taxation, 
colonies, dependencies, and foreign policy.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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