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Polar Exploration

This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic. Huge resources were invested
in such endeavours, particularly the search for the North-West Passage,
which, if successful, promised enormous strategic and commercial rewards.
Cartographers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, and
their work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology,
botany and zoology. They also brought back anthropological information
about the indigenous peoples of the Arctic region and the southern fringes
of the American continent. The series further includes dramatic and poignant
accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter
isolation in bygone centuries.

A Summer in Iceland

In 1865, the Swedish geologist Carl Wilhelm Paijkull (1836-69) made a
voyage from Copenhagen to Iceland, a country that was still little understood
by the rest of Europe. In the course of a trip that had a chiefly scientific
purpose, Paijkull noted not only the geological features of the island, but also
many salient aspects of Icelandic culture in a detailed yet readable style. The
book features a number of striking engravings of natural features, including
the volcano Hekla, as well as depictions of Icelanders engaging in activities
such as drying fish or crossing a river. Paijkull ranges widely in his narrative,
commenting on the Icelandic fondness for dogs, historical and contemporary
friction with Denmark, and the island’s economic fortunes. His perceptive
account was first published in Swedish in 1866 and is reissued here in the
English translation that appeared in 1868.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1868
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-07101-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with,
or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions
of these images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108071017

The web resources for this work include four colour illustrations reproduced
from the Danish edition of the book, En sommer i Island: reiseskildring,
published in Copenhagen by Forlagsbureauet in 1867.
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PREFACE.

——————

Tceranp and the Icelanders are comparatively but little known
to us. Those of our countrymen who have visited the island
have, from their inability to speak the language, to a great
extent, been precluded from acquiring that intimate acquaint-
ance with the manners, and the public and private life of
the inhabitants, which a knowledge of the vernacular alone
can ensure.

It occurred to me, therefore, that by translating “A Summer
in Jceland,” the author of which seems to have made it his
business to pass nothing by unobserved, I might be doing good
service; and if I have only succeeded in rendering it in a
style as readable and agreeable as is the case in the original,
the many pleasant hours I have passed in imagination with
the Author on the snow-clad  Jékuls”’ and the sandy “ hei%i”
of Iceland will not have been thrown away.

M. R. B.
1st June, 1868.

P.S.—In order to render the volume more complete, I have
appended a list of the Fauna and Botany of the country, from
Gaimard’s voluminous work. The woodcuts, I should state, are
the same which are used in the original, and were executed in

Sweden.
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ICELANDIC PRONUNCIATION.

a4 is pronounced like ow

® . ,» aiin said.

& 2 ” Yed

el el

6 : z: ou% Dipthong.
a . 5 uin fool.

au 5 ,, eul

3 5 ,» d pronounced soft.
fl, fn » 5 bl b

h 5 , aspirated.

n 3 7% d‘]‘

nn 3 » dn

) 5 . thin the

WEIGHTS (Danish).
The Danish pound is equal to 1% Ibs. English avoirdupois.

MONEY (Danish).
s. d.

1 skilling is equal to about 0 % English

1 mark ” " 0 43 »

1 rix-dollar 3 » 2 3 »

1 Sp. dollar » s 46 »
MEASURES.

The Danish foot is 12} English inches. The Danish mile equals 8,244
English yards, or 43 English miles and 330 yards.

Fifteen geographical miles (Danish) equal one degree.

N.B.—English measurement is used throughout, unless when the reverse is
expressly stated.

LIST OF WORDS USED.

Amitmand, deputy governor; dalr, valley ; fjord, firth or fjord; field, mountain ;
fijot, river ; foss, waterfall ; hraun, lava stream ; heili, mountain road ; hreppstiori,
constable, bailiff ; hver, boiling spring ; landfoged, steward; syssel, sheriffdom ;
sysselmand, sherdf; sira, reverend ; surturbrandr, lignife, mineralized wood ; tiin,
enclosed fields round a farmhouse; beer, house; vatn, lake; jokul, ice mountain ;
skredjokul, glacier (N.B.—This word cannot be properly translated into English) ;
holm, rocky island ; wadmel, coarse homespun cloth.
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The material originally positioned here is too large for reproduction in this
reissue. A PDF can be downloaded from the web address given on page iv
of this book, by clicking on 'Resources Available'.
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