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Polar Exploration

This series includes accounts, by eye-witnesses and contemporaries, of early
expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic. Huge resources were invested
in such endeavours, particularly the search for the North-West Passage,
which, if successful, promised enormous strategic and commercial rewards.
Cartographers and scientists travelled with many of the expeditions, and
their work made important contributions to earth sciences, climatology,
botany and zoology. They also brought back anthropological information
about the indigenous peoples of the Arctic region and the southern fringes
of the American continent. The series further includes dramatic and poignant
accounts of the harsh realities of working in extreme conditions and utter
isolation in bygone centuries.

The Private Journal of Captain G.F. Lyon, of H.M.S. Hecla

By 1820, the explorer William Parry had managed to traverse half of the
North-West Passage. For his second attempt in 1821-3, he was accompanied
by George Francis Lyon (1795-1832), who captained H.M.S. Hecla. Parry
and Lyon ultimately failed to get beyond Fury and Hecla Strait - named for
the expedition’s ships — because of heavy ice. This, together with the onset
of scurvy, brought about their return to England. First published in 1824,
Lyon’s journal provides details of the region’s natural history and its ice
conditions as well as some of the most perceptive early commentary on the
Inuit of Baffin Island and Melville Peninsula. Lyon struck up a rapport with
these people, even allowing them to tattoo him. Living among the Inuit, Lyon
observed their customs, their clothing, their diet, and their hunting activities.
Several engravings of the author’s sketches enhance the value of the work.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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T0
CAPTAIN W. E. PARRY,

UNDER WHOSE COMMAND OF

THE EXPEDITION
FOR THE
DISCOVERY OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE,
1 HAVE HAD THE HEARTFELT SATISFACTION OF SERVING,
AND
WHOSE FRIENDSHIP 1 AM PROUD TO POSSESS,
THESE RECOLLECTIONS
OF THE DAYS WE HAVE HAPPILY PASSED TOGETHER,

ARE INSCRIBED

BY HIS SINCERE AND GRATEFUL FRIEND,

GEO. F. LYON.
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PREFACE.

Peruaps there are not many readers who
take the trouble of casting an eye over a
Preface, knowing that it is usually neither
more nor less than a sort of appeal from the
Author to the Public. Notwithstanding this,
I strongly feel the necessity of placing one
at the head of my little journal, with the
view, I confess, of bespeaking something in
its favour from those who may honour it
with a perusal; assuring them that it was
written solely for the amusement of my own
fire-side, and without the most distant idea
that it would ever see the light in any other

shape than that of its original manuscript.
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vii PREFACE.

Being sent with the other journals to the
Admiralty, in obedience to Captain Parry’s
instructions, my friend Mr. Barrow, in re-
turning it to me, advised me strongly to
publish it, on account of the number of
little anecdotes it contained relative to the
habits and disposition of a people entirely
separated from the rest of the world, and
with whom we had for so great a length of
time kept up an intimate and constant
intercourse.

He observed also, as an additional in-
ducement, that Captain Parry, in his au-
thentic and official account of the expedi-
tion, had not deemed it fit or necessary to
enter into many of those minute and pecu-
liar traits which are requisite for displaying
the character of a strange people. Captain
Parry’s opinion on this subject agreeing
with Mr. Barrow’s, I could no longer hesi-
tate; and therefore, after a few abbrevia-

tions, and the omission of some details of
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PREFACE. X

natural history, and of scientific observa-
tions, I sent the original manuscript to the
printer. This is the brief history of my
private gossiping journal, thus making its
appearance before the Public, on whose
kindness and indulgence I now beg to throw
myself.
G.F. L.
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