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Music

The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description, analysis and criticism,
by composers and performers, philosophers and anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by
a new kind of scholar - the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works

encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

Anecdotes of George Frederick Handel, and John Christopher Smith

The author and clergyman William Coxe (1748-1828), noted for his travel works, was the stepson
of Handel's amanuensis, German-born John Christopher Smith (1712-1795). First published in
1799, the present work is a valuable source of first-hand information about two men at the heart
of eighteenth-century English music: George Frideric Handel (1685-1759), whose inventive and
sensitive melodic genius and exuberant brilliance in depicting the spectacular are best displayed in
his Messiah and Zadok the Priest, and Smith, a composer of attractive and fashionable music, who
settled in London in 1720, took lessons with Handel and later supported the great composer as

his eyesight failed. Smith was also organist at the Foundling Hospital until 1770. This publication,
profits from which were intended to support Smith’s family, draws on the works of John Hawkins
and Charles Burney, and on anecdotes claimed to be ‘derived from unquestionable authority’
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its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and
students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge
Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other
partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University
Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image,
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around
the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value

(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

In submatting to the Public, Anecdotes of Handel, some apology may be expected,
as kis Life has been alveady given in numerous productions. The motives which
gave rise to this attempt, must plead an excuse. The profits of this Publication
being appropriated to the use of the Relations of Mr. Smith, whose Memoirs are now

Sfirst presented to the world.

For the Memoirs of Handel, the best printed accounts have been consulted.
¢« The Memoirs of the Life of George Frederick Handel, svo. 1760, which
were written under the inspection of Mr. Smuth;” ¢ Sir John Hawkins's His-
tory of Music:"—** an Account of the Musical Performances in Commemoration of
Handel ;" ¢ the present State of Music in Germany and the Netherlands ;" and,
““ the History of Music;” all by Dr. Burney. Some original Anecdotes are inter-

spersed, derived from unquestionable authority.

The Portrait of Handel is engraven from an original picture painted by Denner,
in 1736 or 1737, which Handel gave to Mr. Smith; who left it to his son-in-law,
the Rev. William Coxe, in whose possession it now remains, The Portrait of Mr.
Smath is engraven from a picture by Zoffani, now in the possession of Mr. Peter

Cox (N
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