
Botany and Horticulture
Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, 
plants and animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars 
or a pastime for the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic 
rigour and systematisation was brought to the study of ‘natural history’, 
its subdisciplines were adopted into university curricula, and learned 
societies (such as the Royal Horticultural Society, founded in 1804) were 
established to support research in these areas. A related development 
was strong enthusiasm for exotic garden plants, which resulted in plant 
collecting expeditions to every corner of the globe, sometimes with tragic 
consequences. This series includes accounts of some of those expeditions, 
detailed reference works on the flora of different regions, and practical 
advice for amateur and professional gardeners.

A Selection of the Correspondence of Linnaeus, 
and Other Naturalists

After the death of the younger Carl Linnaeus in 1783, the entirety of the 
Linnean collections, including the letters received by the elder Linnaeus 
from naturalists all over Europe, was purchased by the English botanist 
James Edward Smith (1759–1828), later co-founder and first president of 
the Linnean Society of London. In 1821, Smith published this two-volume 
selection of the letters exchanged by Linnaeus père et fils and many of the 
leading figures in the study of natural history, revealing some of the close 
ties of shared knowledge and affection that bound the European scientific 
community at that time. Where necessary, Smith translates the letters 
into English, with the exception of those written in French, which are 
presented in the original. Volume 1 illuminates the epistolary relationships 
of Linnaeus senior with Peter Collinson, John Ellis and Alexander Garden, 
providing a very brief biography of each. Garden’s letters to Ellis also 
feature prominently.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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Babington, Charles Cardale: Memorials, Journal and Botanical Correspondence
of Charles Cardale Babington (1897) [ISBN 9781108055604]

Banks, Joseph, edited by J.D. Hooker: Journal of the Right Hon. Sir Joseph Banks 
(1896) [ISBN 9781108029162]

Blaikie, Thomas: Diary of a Scotch Gardener at the French Court at the End of the 
Eighteenth Century (1931) [ISBN 9781108055611]

Bunbury, Charles James Fox: Memorials of Sir C.J.F. Bunbury (9 vols., 1890–3)
[ISBN 9781108041218]

Darwin, Charles: Journal of Researches into the Natural History and Geology of the 
Countries Visited during the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle (second edition, 1845)
[ISBN 9781108038065]

Douglas, David: Journal Kept by David Douglas during his Travels in North America 
1823–1827 (1914) [ISBN 9781108033770]

Farrer, Reginald: The Garden of Asia (1904) [ISBN 9781108037211]

Fries, Theodor Magnus, edited and translated by Benjamin Daydon Jackson: 
Linnaeus (1923) [ISBN 9781108037235]

Haggard, H. Rider: A Gardener’s Year (1905) [ISBN 9781108044455]

Hooker, Joseph Dalton: Himalayan Journals (2 vols., 1854) [ISBN 9781108029377]

Hooker, Joseph Dalton: A Sketch of the Life and Labours of Sir William Jackson Hooker 
(1903) [ISBN 9781108019323]

Hooker, Joseph Dalton, edited by Leonard Huxley: Life and Letters of Sir Joseph Dalton 
Hooker (2 vols., 1918) [ISBN 9781108031028]

Jekyll, Gertrude: Wood and Garden (1899) [ISBN 9781108037198]

Jenyns, Leonard: Memoir of the Rev. John Stevens Henslow (1862) [ISBN 9781108035200]

Johnson, George William: A History of English Gardening, Chronological, Biographical,
Literary, and Critical (1829) [ISBN 9781108037136]

Kingdon Ward, Francis: The Land of the Blue Poppy (1913) [ISBN 9781108004893]

Loudon, Jane: Instructions in Gardening for Ladies (1840) [ISBN 9781108055659]
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Löwenberg, Julius: Life of Alexander von Humboldt (2 vols., 1873)
[ISBN 9781108041775]

Mackenzie, George Steuart: Travels in the Island of Iceland, during the Summer of the 
Year MDCCCX (1811) [ISBN 9781108030212]

Mulso, John: Letters to Gilbert White of Selborne (1907) [ISBN 9781108038416]

North, Marianne: Recollections of a Happy Life (2 vols., 1892) [ISBN 9781108041300]

Oliver, F.W.: Makers of British Botany (1913) [ISBN 9781108016025]

Paris, John Ayrton: A Biographical Sketch of the Late William George Maton M.D.
(1838) [ISBN 9781108038157]

Pulteney, Richard: A General View of the Writings of Linnaeus (second edition, 1805)
[ISBN 9781108037303]

Pulteney, Richard: Historical and Biographical Sketches of the Progress of Botany
in England (2 vols., 1790) [ISBN 9781108037341]

Raven, Charles E.: English Naturalists from Neckam to Ray (1947)
[ISBN 9781108016346]

Raven, Charles E.: John Ray, Naturalist (1942) [ISBN 9781108004664]

Robinson, William: The English Flower Garden (1883) [ISBN 9781108037129] 

Smith, Edward: The Life of Sir Joseph Banks (1911) [ISBN 9781108031127]

Smith, James Edward: Memoir and Correspondence of the Late Sir James Edward Smith, 
M.D. (2 vols., 1832) [ISBN 9781108037099]

Walters, S.M.: The Shaping of Cambridge Botany (1981) [ISBN 9781108002301]

White, Gilbert: The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne, in the County of 
Southampton (1789) [ISBN 9781108138369]

Wilson, Ernest Henry: A Naturalist in Western China with Vasculum, Camera and Gun
(2 vols., 1913) [ISBN 9781108030472]

For a complete list of titles in the Cambridge Library Collection please visit:
www.cambridge.org/features/CambridgeLibraryCollection/books.htm
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