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TO THE

Earr HARCOURT.

My Lorbp,

Besives your Lordfhip’s
great attachment to the polite arts,
I have other reafons for placing your
name before thefe papers. If you
will accept this addrefs as an inftance
of my gratitude, I leave it to the
world to judge of it’s propriety.

In perufing thefe remarks your
Lordfhip will be pleafed to recolle&,
they were written in the year 1776

A 2 fince
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(v )
fince which time many of the arti-
ficial fcenes taken notice of in them,
have probably undergone great im-
provement. In fuch inftances I only
fhew how much has been done, by

fhewing how much was wanting.

The fubje& of thefe volumes, my
Lord, is fo nearly that of a late
publication on the lakes, and moun-
tains of Cumberland, that fimilar
ideas muft of courfe frequently oc-
cur. In this cafe I have en-
deavoured to vary my obje& by
throwing different lights upon it---
and to vary my remarks by throwing

them on different circumftances.

In
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In the work I have juft alluded
to, many thought my language too
luxuriant---particularly a friend of
your Lordfhip’s, whofe praice in
verfification makes his tafte the more
eafily offended, when profe, deviat-
ing into poetical phrafe, tranfgrefles
it'’s proper bounds. Your Lordfhip’s
corre& judgment may probably like-
wife have taken offence on this head.
I can only fay, I endeavoured, as I
could, to adapt my language to my
fubject; and as piciurefque defcription
was rather a novel mode of writing,
I thought I had fome little right
to adopt my own. But as I find
many of my {riends difallow my
apology, I fubmit; conicious that

no
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( vi)
no man is a proper judge in his own
cafe. I have endeavoured therefore

to make the following obfervations
lefs liable to that objecion.

But however juftly I may have
been cenfured on this head, I have
heard other criticiims, founded on
plain ignorance of the fubje&. Pic-
turefque ideas lie not in the com-
mon road of genius and learning,
They require perhaps a diftin& fa-
culty to comprehend them---at leaft
they require more attention to the
{cenes of nature, and the rules of
art, than men of letters in general,
unlefs ftimulated by a peculiar in-
clination, beftow upon them. Such

men therefore are improper judges.

If
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vii )

If your Lordfhip’s name, and coun-
tenance can fkreen me from critics
of this kind, I fhall rejoice at hav-

ing fecured myfelf behind fo good a
fhield.

On the whole, if my remarks
are fo fortunate as to meet your
Lordfhip’s approbation ; I have little
doubt, but it will be an earneft of
the approbation of the public. 1 am,
my Lord, with great refped,

Your Lordfhip’s obliged,

and moft obedient

humble fervant,

Vicar’s Hivy,
ArriL 20, 1789,

WILLIAM GILPIN.
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