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Books of enduting scholarly value

Botany and Horticulture

Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, plants and animals was considered either
the preserve of elite scholars or a pastime for the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour and
systematisation was brought to the study of ‘natural history’, its subdisciplines were adopted into university
curricula, and learned societies (such as the Royal Horticultural Society, founded in 1804) were established to
support research in these areas. A related development was strong enthusiasm for exotic garden plants, which
resulted in plant collecting expeditions to every corner of the globe, sometimes with tragic consequences. This
series includes accounts of some of those expeditions, detailed reference works on the flora of different regions,
and practical advice for amateur and professional gardeners.

The Trees of Great Britain and Ireland

Although without formal scientific training, Henry John Elwes (1846-1922) devoted his life to natural history. He
had studied birds, butterflies and moths, but later turned his attention to collecting and growing plants. Embarking
on his most ambitious project in 1903, he recruited the Irish dendrologist Augustine Henry (1857-1930) to
collaborate with him on this well-illustrated work. Privately printed in seven volumes between 1906 and 1913, it
covers the varieties, distribution, history and cultivation of tree species in the British Isles. The strictly botanical
parts were written by Henry, while Elwes drew on his extensive knowledge of native and non-native species to give
details of where remarkable examples could be found. Each volume contains photographic plates as well as drawings
of leaves and buds to aid identification. The species covered in Volume 5 (1910) include pine, cypress and oak.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist,
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain,
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries,
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences
and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1910
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-06936-6 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates,
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these
images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108069366
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

On publishing the Fifth Volume of this work, we desire to explain the un-
avoidable delay which has taken place in its publication, by saying that we
could not foresee the amount of time and work which its preparation required.
In the five volumes now issued, we have given subscribers 340 pages and
40 plates more than was promised ; yet the vast amount of new material which
has come to light since the original prospectus was issued in 1906 compels us to
add a Sixth Volume, the materials for which are now ready. As this will be
a thick volume, we think that a complete Index to the work will be more
convenient to use if printed and bound separately. A few plates of remarkable
trees, of kinds described in previous volumes, but not then known to us, will
be added; and these may, if desired, be interpolated when the volumes are
bound. Another notice will be issued as soon as an estimate can be made
of the cost of the Sixth Volume.

We wish to thank most cordially the large number of correspondents and
friends who have so greatly assisted us in various ways since we commenced
our work; and though we have spared neither time, trouble, nor expense on the
Ilustrations, we trust that subscribers will forgive any imperfections due to the
great difficulty of obtaining successful photographs of trees scattered in remote
places throughout the whole of Great Britain and Ireland.

As it is our desire that this work shall be available for reference in public
libraries, we would call the attention of librarians to the fact that only a small
number of copies remain unsubscribed for.

H. J. ELWES.
A. HENRY.
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HIMALAYAN SPRUCE ON THE ROAD NEAR NAGKUNDA

From a Drawing by the late Miss Nortl
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