
Travel, Europe
This collection of narratives contains vivid accounts of the varied land-
scapes, built environment and customs encountered by eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century travellers in the British Isles and Europe. Some were 
wealthy individuals on the Grand Tour, while others were travelling on 
business, for pleasure, in pursuit of better health, or simply to escape 
trouble at home.

Journal of a Tour in Italy, in 1850
A Church of England clergyman and biblical scholar, George Townsend 
(1788–1857) gained recognition for preparing chronological arrangements 
of both the Old and New Testament. First published in 1850, the present 
work is an intriguing account of his journey to Italy for an audience with 
Pope Pius IX, whom he intended to convert to Protestantism. Townsend’s 
journal features details of his stay in Paris, where he was received by 
the city’s archbishop, as well as remarks on the churches and clergy he 
encountered along the way. In Rome and the Vatican, he visited the main 
sites of interest while commenting on points of doctrinal divergence and 
the hospitality shown towards him. Warmly received by Pius IX, who chose 
to interpret the visit as ecumenical, Townsend inevitably failed in his ultimate 
objective. Tendentious and forthright, his work sheds light on a strain of 
English anti-Catholicism.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-06926-7  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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