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The systematic academic study of music gave rise to works of description,
analysis and criticism, by composers and performers, philosophers and
anthropologists, historians and teachers, and by a new kind of scholar -
the musicologist. This series makes available a range of significant works
encompassing all aspects of the developing discipline.

Beethoven and his Nine Symphonies

Beethoven’s symphonies captured the public imagination from the outset and
remain compelling today. Revolutionary in their time, these life-enhancing
works now sit at the centre of the classical music repertoire, retaining their
ability to delight and inspire. The career of Sir George Grove (1820-1900)
ranged from civil engineering to biblical scholarship, but he is best known for
editing his celebrated Dictionary of Music and Musicians. A driving force at the
heart of nineteenth-century British musical life, Grove organised important
concerts at the rebuilt Crystal Palace in Sydenham, and he served as the first
director of the Royal College of Music from 1883 to 1894. First published in
1896, and reissued here in its swiftly corrected and indexed second edition,
this work is a classic of musical analysis, exploring the composition, structure,
performance and reception of each symphony in turn. Intended for ‘the amateurs
of this country, it represents the culmination of a lifetime’s research.
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out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE.

Tms book is addressed to the amateurs of this country, who
have so immensely increased during the last fifty years with
the increase of good and cheap performances—a movement
headed by the Crystal Palace, under the wise and able
direction of Mr. Manns. In short, it is a humble endeavour
to convey to others the method in which an amateur has
obtained much pleasure and profit out of works which in
their own line are as great as Shakespeare’s plays.

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to interest
professional musicians, who naturally know already all that
I have been able to put together, and much more; and in a
more complete and accurate manner.

Some readers of these imperfect remarks may possibly
wish to pursue such investigations farther; and I therefore
will give the names of the principal books which I have found
useful in my studies :—

1. Scores:
These should always, if possible, be the original
editions ; they were approved by Beethoven himself,
and whatever their faults, they come nearer his wishes
than subsequent editions. I have given the full title-
page in the case of each Symphony.
2. LETTERS :
Briefe Beethovens . . . von Dr. Ludwig Nohl.
Stuttgart, 1865.
Neue Briefe Beethovens . . von Dr. Ludwig Nohl.
Stuttgart, 1867.
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vi PREFACE.

83 neu aufgefundene Original - Briefe Ludwig van

Beethovens . . . von Dr. Ludwig Ritter von
Ko6chel. Wien, 1865.
Beethoven’s Letters . . . translated by Lady

Wallace. 2 vols., London, 1866.

A vast number of fresh letters are given in Mr. Thayer’s

Biography.—See below.
8. Broerarmies, &c.:

Wegeler und Ries, Biographische Notizen . . .
Coblenz, 1838, 1845.

Schindler, ‘ Biographie von L. van Beethoven . . .
Edition 8. 2 vols., Miinster, 1860.

¢ Aus dem Schwarzspanierhaus’ (the house in which
Beethoven died), by G. von Breuning. Vienna,
1874.

Ludwig van Beethovens Leben (1770-1816) . . .
A. W. Thagyer, 8 vols, Berlin, 1866-72-79.

4. CATALOGUES, &cC.:

Thematisches Verzeichniss der im Druck erschienenen
Werke Beethovens, Edition 2, von G. Nottebohm.
Leipzig, 1868.

Chronologisches Verzeichniss der Werke Ludwig van
Beethovens, von A. W. Thayer. Berlin, 1865.

Ein Skizzenbuch von Beethoven (Symphony No. 2)

von G. Nottebohm. Leipzig, 1865.

Ein Skizzenbuch von Beethoven (Eroica) . . . von
G. Nottebohm. Leipzig, 1880.

Beethoveniana . . . von G. Nottebohm. Leipzig,
1872,

Zweite Beethoveniana,von G. Nottebohm. Leipzig,1887.

If, in addition to the above, there could be published
photographic fac-similes of the antographs of the Symphonies
of which autographs exist, everyone would virtually have in
his hands Beethoven’s own MSS., which would be invaluable.
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PREFACE. vil

The beautiful fac-similes lately published of his Sonata in
A flat, Op. 26, by Dr. Erich Prieger (Bonn: F. Cohen, 1895),
and the specimens of Bach’s handwriting which form Vol. 44
of the edition of the Bach-Gesellschaft (Leipzig, 1894), show
what excellent work can be done in this direction, and I am
not without hope that the proposal which I made in 1891,
and which was so warmly received, may still be carried out.

I am anxious to express my obligations to several friends
who have kindly given me their valuable help in my work,
besides those whose assistance is acknowledged in the course
of the volume. To Mr. Edward F. Pember, Q.C., Dr, F.
E. Gladstone, Mrs. Victor Henkel, Mr. F. G. Shinn, Mr. F.
G. Edwards, Mr. S. P. Waddington—to all these and others
I am under a deep debt of gratitude, of which this expression
is a very inadequate equivalent.

G. GROVE.
Lower SypENHAM,
29th February, 1896.

The early demand for a Second Edition has given me the
opportunity of correcting a few errors of the press, and some
inaccurate references, which had escaped me before, as well as
of adding an Index.

G. GROVE.
8rd June, 1896.
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LIST OF SYMPHONIES.
No.| Key. |G| Tle |TRCCRBENN|  estormance.
1] Cieeeee} 21 ) cinnne | tevecncsasss April 2, 1800.
SR > S T T I April 5, 1803.
3| Eflat .. | 55 | Eroica August, 1804 April 7, 1805.
4| Bflatf .. | 60 | ...... 1806 March, 1807.
5 | C minor B7 | vecees | covncvnneans December 22, 1808
6| F.ceeo. | 68 |Pastoral | ...ocono..... December 22, 180
TiAoeees | 92 ] coeene May(?) 13,1812 | December 8, 1813.
8| F.ceens | 93 chaase October, 1812 February 27, 1814.
9 | D minor | 125 | Choral | August, 1823 May 7, 1824.

BeeTHOVEN Was born December 16th, 1770, and died
March 26th, 1827.
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