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The Abridgement of the Gardener’s Dictionary

Trained by his father, a market gardener, Philip Miller (1691-1771) rose to become Britain’s most eminent
horticulturalist in the eighteenth century. Following a period as a nurseryman in Southwark, he was appointed the
head gardener of the Chelsea Physic Garden by the Society of Apothecaries in 1722, upon the recommendation
of Sir Hans Sloane. Under Miller’s supervision, the diversity of plants at Chelsea outstripped that of all other
European botanic gardens. His talent was equally reflected in his writings. Miller’s most famous work,

The Gardener’s Dictionary, ran to eight editions during his lifetime, as did his celebrated abridgement, reissued here
in its 1771 sixth edition. Ranging widely in coverage from agriculture to winemaking, as well as incorporating
traditional gardening topics, the work reflects the progress of contemporary plant science and the breadth of
knowledge acquired by one of its foremost practitioners.
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To the Moft Noble

H U G H,

Duke and Eart of NORTHUMBERLAND,
EaArRL P E R C Y,

Baron WaAaRrRkwoRrRTH of Watkworth Caftle,

Lord Lieutenant and Cuftos Rotulorum of the Counties of MIDDLESEX
and NOKTHUMBERLAND,

Of the City and Liberty of WESTMINSTER,

And of the Town and County of NewcasTLE upon T v NE,

ViceE ApMirAL of al AMERTICA,

And of the County of NORTHUMBERL AN D,

One of his MAJES T Y’s Moft Honourable Privy Council,
Knight of the Moft Noble Order of the GA R T E R,

And Fellow of the R OY AL SOCIETY.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE,

OUR Grace’s kind Acceptance of the three former Editions of
Y this Work, has embcldened me to lay this at Your Grace’s Feet,
as a public Acknowledgement of the many ufeful Obfervations and
Inftru&ions communicated to the Author for its great Improvement. If I
have been fo happy as to employ them in fuch manner as to merit Your
Grace’s Approbation, I fhall have lefs Reafon to doubt that of the Public,
A 2 as
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D EDICATTION,

as the moft fkilful Perfons in this Branch of Science, pay the higheft Re-
gard to Your Grace’s Judgement.

The feveral Improvements which Your Grace is fo happily making upon
Your various Eftates, fufficiently demonftrate Your Grace’s fuperior Judge-
ment, but more particularly in a Country almoft deftitute of Timber ;
where, if Your Grace continues planting fo ardently as for fome Years
paft, the whole Face of the Countries will be fo much altered, and Your

Grace’s Eftates thereby fo much improved, as fcarcely to be known.

That Your Grace may long live to enjoy thefe Improvements, by fetting
Examples to others, is the fincere Wifh of

Your GrRAacCES

Moft obedient humble Servant,

CuxrLsta,
DEkc. 15, 17704

Philip Miller.
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P R E F A C E

reafonably be fuppofed, the public are well acquainted with the nature of it, which ren-
ders it lefs neceflary to enlarge on that fubject. The author therefore thinks himfclf
obliged to return his thanks for the kind reception his work has met with..

T HE Garpeners DicTioNnary having already gone through feveral editions, it may

But as there may be fome, who may think that the republifhing it is doing them an injury,
efpecially thofe who have purchafed a former edition, it may not be amifs to make fome apology
for this.

When the firft edition was publifhed, the art of gardening was then much lefs known than at
prefent ; and the number of plants has been greatly increaled in England, therefore it became
more neceflary to enlarge on the fubjet, by adding the new plants and improvements to the for-
mer, without which it would have been deemed imperfet: for as the author’s fituation in life
rendered him capable of being well informed of the progrels made in the art, by his great cor-
refpondence both at home and abroad, he thought it would not be unpleafing to communicate thofe
improvements to the public: in doing which, he has been careful not to publith any thing im-
parted to him, until he was fully fausfied of the falls by experiments,

Others have fuggefted, that printing the improvements feparately would give ample fatisfattion
to the public ; but the author had inade trial of this method fome years paft, by publifhing feveral
fheets of new articles, by way of Supplement, for which there was fcarce any demand; fo that
the few which were fold, would not defray the expence of paper and printing.

As the number of plants now cultivated in England, are more than double thofe which were
here when the firft edition of this book was publithed, the mentioning of thofe, together with
their culture, could not well be avoided in a work of this nature, therefore the author hopes his
care in infertmg them will not be cenfured.

By the title of the book, it may appear to many as a treatife of Gardening only; but whoever
will be at the trouble of examining the contents, will find moft of the neceflary parts of agricul-
ture inferted ; therefore might, with great propriety, have been intitled a Dicionary of the whole
art of hufbandry. And as many of the great farming gardeners near London, have turned their
thoughts on this fubjeét, they have adopted a very ufeful branch of this art, which is the fparing
of their feeds ; for where they formerly fowed one bufhel of grain upon a certain {pot of land, they
have now contrated it to half a peck, and have far greater crops than before : and where this is
applied to the confumption of the feveral forts of Corn, it will be found a great national benefis,

efpecially in times of {carcity.

Throughout the whole performance, the author has principally aimed at rendering the inftruc-
tions here given as clear and intelligible as poffible ; not only to the praltitioners, but alfo to thofe
5 who
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P R EVF A C E

who are lefs acquainted with the art, therefore hopes for indulgence from the public, for any
fmall imperfections which may be found in the work, efpecially as confiderinig the extenfivenefs
of it.

It is amazing to fee, in moft of the books which have been publithed concerning hufbandry, that
fcarce any of the compilers have taken the leaft notice of the common pratice of fowing eight
times the quantity of Corn upon land which is neceflary, to the great expence and detriment of
the farmers, who are fo wedded to their old cuftoms, as not to be eonvinced of the error: for fo
obftinate are they in this matter, that unlefs the whole ground be covered with the blades of Corn
by the {pring, they judge it not worth ftanding, and in confequence thereof frequently plough up
their Wheat and winter Corn, to fow the land with Barley, or othier Lent Corn; whereas, if the
tormer had been left ftanding, it would have produced a better crop than any land can do where
the blades are very thick, as the author has frequently obferved. 1 have mentioned this to feveral
farmers, but the anfwer has conftantly been, thag on rich ground a thin crop of roots will often
produce a large crop of Corn, but on poor land it will not pay coft which is a very great abfur-
dity; for how is it poffible, that bad land can fupply proper nourifhment to a greater number of
roots than better ground ? and where this praétice is oblerved, feldom more than three or four
bufhels are reaped from one fown ; whereas, whete the fame quantity is fown upon the fame, or
a like foil, and has room to grow, the produce will be at leaft fix or feven bufhels. Yet I have
feen growing upon land not very good, and uncultivated, for more than twenty years, which land
was fown with Wheat in drills, where three gallons of feed were allowed to an acre, a produce of
nine quarters per acre ; now this is no mote than an eighth part of the feed ufually fown by far-
mers, who feldom reap more than one-third of this produce; by which it appears plainly, that in
the common methpd of hufbandry, there is at leaft eight umes the quantity of feed fown upon the
land that is neceffary. How great a faving this would be in a whole country, I leave every one to
judge, efpecially in fcarce years, when Corn 1s dear; and what an expence is occafioned by the
contrary practice to the farmers, who notwithftanding feem unwilling to alter their ancient cuf{oms.
Thefe matters are treated of under the articles Avina, HorpsuM, Secark, and Triticum.

Nor are the common farmers better managers of their pafture lands; for on them they feldom
are at the trouble of-rodting up bad weeds, which frequently over-run them; thefe are often pes-
mitted to fcatter their feeds, by which the land is ftocked with a fupply of weeds for feven years
or more, though the utmoft care be taken afterward to deftroy them; but shough there are fome
farmers who may be fuppofed more careful in this refpect, yet thefe leave in their head lands, and
on their banks, hedge-rows, and the fides of ditches, a futhcient number of weeds to flock their
fields when the feeds are permitted to fcatter: befide, thete paftures have rarely a fuflicient quan-
tity of manure allowed them, efpecially where there is much arable fana; nor is the drefling laid
on at a proper feafon ; the general rule with moft of the farmers being, to carry and fpread the
dung upon their paftures, foon after the crop of hay is taken off the ground; and as this is dane
in fummer, the heat of the fun draws all the moifture from it, whereby the greater part of its
goodnefs is evaporated and loft. But as thefe points are more fully treated of 1n the body of this
work, the author defires the reader to refer to them.

On the article of Timser perhaps many may fuppofe, the auther has been too diftufe in his in-
ftrutions; but if thofe who are of that opinion will only confider, how material an article this is
to the welfare of this country, he flatters himfelf they will change their fentiments, efpecially when
they reflet upon the great wafte that has been made of it for many years paft, as alfo that the
perions now employed by the government to cultivate and improve it, deriving their own profits
from the wafte of timber, feem to think, that as their predeceflors have long pradtifed it, they
have a right to do the fame; this is now carried to fo gieat an extravagance, that unlefs a fpeedy
ftop be put to it, the government will be greatly diftreffed for their marine. Feor although this
practice began in the Royal Forefts, &c. yet feveral of the nobility and gentry, who had very
great quantities of timber growing upon their eftates, have deftroyed a confiderable part of theirs
alfo ; therefore, from a due regard for the public, the author has treated of the beft methods for

propa-
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P R EF A C E

propagating and preferving timber, which he hopes may not be difpleafing to the generality of
his readers.

The feveral plants here propofed for trial in the Britith dominions in America, are fuch as there
is reafon to believe will fucceed in thofe parts where the experiments are delired to be made, and
confined to fuch only, as may be of utility to the public, and real advantage to the inhabitants of
thofe countries : furthermare, thefe experiments are propofed to be tried upon plants which will
not fucceed well in England, fo as to render their culture pra&ticable, and therefore will not in-
terfere with the growth or trade of this country, and the confumption of which is very great here,
many of them being of very configerable ufe in our manufadtures, which cannot be carried on
without them ; as namely, the Safflower, Indigo, and feveral other forts ufed in dyeing, none of
which will thrive in this country to advantage, with many medicinal drugs, which, if introduced
into the iflands of America, will certainly thrive there as well as in their native foils. Coffee and
Chocolate grow equally well there; but the former being gathered before it is ripe, ill dried,
and brought aver to England in fhips freighted with rum and fugars, the effluvia of thefe com-
modities are imbibed by the Coffee, whereby it is rendered lefs valuable : as to the latter, it was
formerly cultivated by {hc Spaniards in the ifland of Jamaica, when they were in poffeflion of i,
fo as to furnifh the inhabitants with a quantity fufficient for their own confumption ; whereas the
Englifh inhabitants now refident there, purchafe it of the Spaniards: thefe articles therefore re-
quire the public attention, for if the above commodities may be eafily produced in the Britifh
colonies in America, they will not only fupply us with fuch as are genuine, but alfo turn the
balance of trade, greatly to the advantage both of Great-Britain and her colonies.

It is alfo a great neglect of the inhabitants of the fugar iflands in America, to commit the care
of their plantations to overfeers, who at beft go on in their ufual courfe, planting eight or ten
fugar canes in each hill, fo that if five or fix of them grow, they will be fo clofe as to fpoil each
other; for whenever thefe plants are ftinted in their growth, they are foon attacked by vermin,
which fpread and multiply fo greatly, as frequently to deftroy the whole crop, or at leaft very much
to damage it; and this they lay upon inclement feafons, calling it a blight, whereas it proceeds
from their own covetous cuftom. A gentleman of learning, who had a confiderable eftate in
Jamaica, which was bequeathed to him upon his arrival there, was determined to make trial of
the horfe-hoeing hufbandry among his canes. Accordingly he fet out one acre of land in the mid-
dle of a large piece, which he caufed to be planted with canes at five feet diltance, putting but
one to each hill; thefe grew to a very large fize, and when ripe were cut, as alfo an acre from
the beft part of the piece in which the others were planted in the ufual manner: each of them
then were boiled feparately to examine their produce, which was nearly equal in the weight of
fugar; but where the plants grew fingle, the juice was boiled with a ninth part of the fuel which
the other required, and he fold the fugar for fix fhillings per hundred weight more than he could
get for the former. This fhews what advantages may be expected, if the poffeffors of lands were
careful to make trials.

In the whole of this performance, the author has printipally aimed at rendering the inftrutions
given, as clear and intelligible as poffible to the practitioners, as well as to thofe who are lefs acquaint-
ed with the art; in every particular he has obferved all poffible regard to truth, not having ad-
vanced any thing as fuch, but what he has been fully convinced of by his own experience: he
Bopes therefore for indulgence from the public, for any imperfetions or omiffions v:hich may
appear in the book, fince in a work of fo great extent, it cannot be expeted to be abfolutely
perfe&t, though it is humbly hoped there will not be found in it many faults.

The Gardeners Kalendar, inferted in moft of the former editions, is in this omitted, many edi-
tions of that piece having been printed in otavo; it is prefumed therefore that few perfons who
have any inclination for the innocent diverfion of gardening, are without it; and as the adding
any thing to this work would have fwelled it greatly, which the author wifhes he could have ftiil
further fhortened ; and moreover it having been obferved to him, by many of his friends, t}mc
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few perfons would chufe to turn over fo large a volume, to find in it the articles they may have
in a portable one, the omiffion of the Kalendar was thought more advifable.

Many plants are likewife omitted in this edition, feveral of them natives of England, but rarely
cultivatcc{) in our gardens; as alfo many varieties accidentally arifing from feeds, as are moft of
thofe with double fowers, which, if enumerated, would have fwelled the book to an immoderate
fize ; however, moft of thefe varieties are cafually meptioned, to jnform the reader of their ree
fpettive difference, which the author hopes will be deemed fufficient. But as the variety of fruits,
as well as of efculent plants, have been moft of them, at leaft the fine forts, greatly improved
by culture, they are fully treated of under their proper genera,

On this article a long feries of obfervations has been made by the author, who for more than
fifty years has applied himfelf clofely to this fubject ; for as many former boranifts have enumerated
a great number of varieties as fo many fpecies, the ftudy of botany was thereby rendered greatly
perplexed ; fome of the modern writers on this fubjet, by going into the contrary extreme, have
abridged the fpecies almoft as much. Indeed it muft be allowed, that afcertaining the real fpecific
difference of plants, would be of great fervice to the fcience of botany; but this cannot be done
otherwife, than from many years experience in their culture, efpecially by obferving the varieties
which arife from the fame feeds, as alio the difference produced by different foils and fituations,
which is frequently fo great as to perplex very good judges in this matter, There are likewife
many other varieties which have arifen from feeds, {faved from plants which have grown near
others of a different fpecies, by which means they have partaken of both; but thefe hybridine
plants rarely producing any feeds afterward, the alteration goes no farther
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