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Education

This series focuses on educational theory and practice, particularly in the
context of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe and its colonies, and
America. During this period, the questions of who should be educated, to
what age, to what standard and using what curriculum, were widely debated.
The reform of schools and universities, the drive towards improving women’s
education, and the movement for free (or at least low-cost) schools for the
poor were all major concerns both for governments and for society at large.
The books selected for reissue in this series discuss key issues of their time,
including the ‘appropriate’ levels of instruction for the children of the working
classes, the emergence of adult education movements, and proposals for the
higher education of women. They also cover topics that still resonate today,
such as the nature of education, the role of universities in the diffusion of
knowledge, and the involvement of religious groups in establishing and
running schools.

Letters on the Improvement of the Mind

Originally published in 1773 in two volumes, and now reissued here together
in one, this work by the writer Hester Chapone (1727-1801), a renowned
proponent of female education, contains advice delivered in the form of
letters to her niece. The first volume deals primarily with matters of religion
and morality, while the second volume addresses questions of behaviour
and schooling. Unusually for self-improvement books of this era, Chapone
recommends that a young woman should have a rigorous education in a
wide variety of subjects, including ancient history and geography, as well as
instruction in ladylike deportment and mastery of household matters. She
exhorts young ladies to avoid vanity and other vices through devoted study
of scripture, and writes of the importance of choosing worthy and sensible
friends who can be trusted to offer good advice. Chapone’s posthumously
published works, in two volumes, are also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1773
This digitally printed version 2014

ISBN 978-1-108-06797-3 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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LETTERS

ON THE

IMPROVEMENT

OF THE

M I N D.

ADDRESSED TO A YOUNG LADY.

1 CONSIDER AN HUMAN SOUL WITHOUT EDU~
CATION, LIKE MARBLE IN THE QUARRY,
WHICH SHEWS NONE OF 1TSS INHERENT
BEAUTIESTILL THE SKILL ©F THE POLISHER
FETCHES OUT THE COLOURS, MAKES THE
SURFACE SHINE, AND DISCOVERS EVERY
ORNAMENTAL CLOUD, SPOT AND VEIN THAT
RUNS THRO THE BODY OF ITs EDUCATION,
AFTER THE SAME MANNER, WHEN IT WORKS
UPON A NOBLE MIND, DRAWS OUT TO VIEW
EVERY LATENT VIRTUE AND PERFECTION,
WHICH WITHOUT SUCH HELPS ARE NEVER
ABLE TO MAKE THEIR APPEARANCE.

ADDISON.,

IN TWO VOLUMES.

DUBLIN:

Printed for J. Exsuaw, H. Savwpers, W.
SteaTER, ]. Porrs, D. CuameBERLAINE,
J. WiLriaums, and R. MowncrIEFFE,

MDCCLXXII,
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T O

Mrs. MONTAGU,

MADAM,

Believe, you are perfuaded
I that I never entertained a
thought of appearing in public,
when the defire of being ufeful
to one dear child, in whom I
take the tendereft intereft, in-
duced me to write the following
Letters: ~ perhaps it was the
partiality of friendfhip, which

A2 fo
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iv DEDICATION.

fo far biafled your judgment, as
to make you think them capable
of being more extenfively ufeful,
and warmly to recommend the
publication of them. — Though
this partiality could alone prevent
your judgment from being confi-
dered as decifive in favour of the
work it is more flattering to the
writer than any literary fame;
if, however, you will allow me
to add, that fome flrokes of
your elegant pen have correlted
thefe Letters, I may hope, they

will be received with an attention,
which
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DEDICATION. v

which will enfure a candid judge-
ment from the reader, and perhaps
will enable them to make fome ufe-
ful impreflions on thofe, to whom

they are now particularly offered.

They only, who know how
your hours are employed, and of
what important value they are to
the good and happinefs of indivi-
duals, as well as to the delight and
improvement of the public, can
juftly eftimate my obligation to you
for the time and confideration you
have beftowed on this little work.—
As you have drawn it forth, I may

claim
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vi DEDICATION.

claim a fort of right to the orna-
ment and prote@ion of your name,
and to the privilege of publicly pro-
fefling myfelf, with the higheft
efteem,
MADAM,
your much obliged friend,
and moft obedient

humble fervant,

THE AvuTHOR.
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CONTENTS.

VOL 1

Ler. I. On the Firft Principles of
Religion.

I. § Onthe Study of the holy
1L Scriptures.

IV. § Onthe Regulation of the
V. Heart and Affections.

VOL.
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viii CONTENTS.

VOL. IL

LeT. VL. Oz the Government of the
Temper.

VIIL. Oz Oeconomy.

VIIL. Oz Politenefs and Accom-
plifbments.

IX. On Geography and Chro-

nology.

X. On the Mauner and Courfe
of reading Hiftory.

Conclufion.

LET.-
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