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L ETTETR L

MY DEAREST NIECE,

\HOUGH you are o happy as to
have parents, who are both ca-

pable and defirous of giving you all
proper inftrution, yet I, who love you
fo tenderly, cannot help fondly wifhing to
contribute fomething, if poflible, to your
improvement and welfare :(—And, as I
am fo far feparated from you, that it is
enly by pen and ink I can offer you my
fentiments, I will hope that your attention
may be engaged, by fecing on paper,
from the hand of one of your warmett
friends, Truths of the higheft importasce,
which, though you may not find new,
can never be too deeply engraven on
your mind. Some of them perhaps, may
make no great impreflion at prefent,
and yet may fo far gain a place in your
A me-
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2 On the Firf} Principles of Religion.

memory, as readily to return to your
thoughts when occafion recalls them.—
And, if you pay me the compliment of
preferving my letters, you may poffibly
re-perufe them at fome future pericd,
when copcurring circumflances may give
them additional weight ;—and thus they
may prove more effetual than the fame
things f{poken in converfation, — But,
however this may prove, I cannot refift
the defire of trying to be in fome de-
gree ufeful to you, en your fetting out
in a life of trial and difficulty; your
fuccefs in which, muft determine your
fate for ever.
Hitherto you have “ thought as a child,
“ and underftood as a child; butitis
“ time to put away childith things,”—
You are now in your fifteenth year, and
mutt foon a& for yourfelf; therefore it
is high time to ftore your mind with thofe
principles, which muft direct your con-
dudt, and fix your character. — If you
defire to live in peace and honour, ia
favour with God and man, and to die
i the glorious hope of rifing from the
grave
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On the Firft Prmciples of Religion. 3

grave to a life of endlefs happinefs—if
thefe things appear worthy of your ambi-
tion, you muft fet out in earneft in the
purfuit of them,—Virtue and happinefs
are not attained by, chance, nor by a
cold and languid approbation ; they muft
be fought with ardour, attended to with
diligence, and every afliftance muft be
eagerly embraced, that may enable you
to obtain them.— Confider, that good and
evil are now before you ;—that, if you do
not heartily choofe and love the one, you
muft undoubtediy be the wretched victim
of the other.—Your trial is now begun—
you muft either become one of the glo-
rious children of God, who are to rejoice
in his love for ever, or a child of deflruétion
—miferablein this life, and punithed with
eternal death hereafter.—Surely, you will
be impreffed by fo awful a fituation! you
will earneftly pray to be direCted into that
road of life, which leads to excellence and
happinefs—and, you wiil be thankful to
every kind hand that is held out, to fet
you forward in your journey.

Az The
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4  On the Firft Principles of Religion.

The firft ftep muft be to awaken your
mind to a fenfe of the importance of the
tafk before you ; which is no lefs than to
bring your frail nature to that degree of
Chriftian perfection, which is to qualify
it for immortality, and, without which,
it is neceffarily ucapable of happinefs;
for, it is a truth never to be forgotten,
that God has annexed happinefs to virtue,
and mifery to vice, by the unchange-
able nature of things; and that, a wick-
ed being (while he continues fuch) is in
a natural incapacity of enjoying happi-
nefs, even with the concurrence of all
thofe outward circumftances, whichin a
virtuous mind would produce it.

As there are degrees of virtue and
vice, fo are there of reward and punifh-
ment, both here and hereafter : But, do
not, my deareft Niece, aim only at efcap-
ing the dreadful doom of the wicked ;—
let your defires take a nobler flight, and
afpire after thofe tranfcendent honours,
and that brighter crown of glory, which
await thofe.who have excelled in virtue
—-and, let the animating thought, that

every
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Own the Fiift Principles of Religion. g

every fecret effort to gain his favour is
noted by your all-feeing Judge, and that
he will, with infinite goodnefs, propor-
tion your reward to your labours, excite
every faculty of your foul to pleafe and
ferve him.—To this end, you muft in-
form your underflanding what you ought
to believe, and to do.—You muft corrcél
and purify your beart ; cherith and im-
prove all its good affections ; and con-
tinvally mortify and fubdue thofe that
are evil.—You muft form and govern your
temper and wanners, according to the laws
of benevolence and juftice; and quali-
fy yourfelf, by all means in your power,
for an ufeful and agreeable member of fo-
ciety —All this you fee is no light bufi-
nefs, nor can it be performed without
a fincere and earneft application of the
mind, as to its great and conftant object.
—When once you confider life, and the
daties of life, in this manner, you will
liften eagerly to the voice of inftruction
and admonition ; and feize every oppor-
tunity of improvement; every ufeful hint
will be laid up in your heart, and your

A 3 chief
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6  On the Firfi Pranciples of Religion.

chief delight will be in thofe perfons,
and thofe books, from which yeu can
learn true wi{dom.

The only fure foundation of human
virtue is religion, and the foundation
and firft principle of religion is the be-
lief of the one only God, and a juft
fenfe of his attributes.—This you will
think you have learn’d long fince, and
poflefs in common with almoft every
human creature in this enlightened age
and nation ; but, believe me, it is lefs
common than you imagine, to believe in
the true God — that is, to form fuch a
notion of the Deity as is agreeable to
truth, and confiftent with thofe infinite
perfections, which all profefs to afcribe
to him. To form worthy notions of the
fupreme Being, as far as we are capable,
15 eflential to true religion and morality ;
for as it is our duty to imitate thofe
qualities of the Divinty, which are imi-
table by us, fo it is neceffary we fhould
know what they are, and fatal to mif-
take them.—Can thofe who think of God
with fervile dread and terror, as of a

gloomy
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On the Firft Principles of Religion.

gloomy tyrant, armed with almighty
power to torment and deftroy them, be
faid to believe in the true God ?—in that
God who, the Scriptures fay, is love ?—
The kindeft and beft of Beings, who
made all creatures in bountiful goodnefs,
that he might communicate to them fome
portion of his own unalterable happinefs !
—who condefcends to ftile himfelf our
Father—and, who pitieth us, as a father
pitieth his own children! Can thofe who
expect to pleafe God by cruelty to them-
felves, or to their fellow-creatures — by
horrid punithments of their own bodies
for the fin of their fouls — or, by more
horrid perfecution of others for difference
of opinion, be called true believers ? Have
they not fet up another God in their
own minds, who rather refembles the
worft of beings than the beft ?—Nor do
thofe act on furer principles who think to
gain the favour of God by fenfelefs en-
thufiafm and frantic raptures, more like
the wild exceffes of the moft depraved
human love, than that reafonable adora-
tion, that holy reverential love, which is

A4 due
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8  Oun the Firft Principles of Religion.

due to the pure and holy Father of the
univerfe.—Thofe likewife, who murmur
againft his providence and repine under
the reftraint of his commands, cannot
firmly believe him infinitely” wife and
good.—If we are not difpofed to truft him
for future events, to banifh fruitlefs anxi-
ety, and to believe that all things work
together for good to thofe that love him,
furely we do not really believe in the
God of mercy ard truth—If we wifh to
avoid all remembrance of him, all com-
mupion with him, as much as we dare,
furely we do not believe him to be the
fource of joy and comfort, the difpenfer
of all geod.

How lamentable is it, that fo few hearts
fhould feel the pleafures of real piety ! —
that prayer and thankfgiving fhould be
performed, as they too often are, not
with joy, and love, and gratitude ; bur,
with cold indifference, melancholy dejec-
tion, or fecret horror | —it is true, we are
all fuch frail and finful creatures, that
we Juftly fear to have offended our graci-
ous Father; but, let us remember the

con-
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On the Firft Principles of Religion, ¢

condition of his forgivenefs; If you have
finned —*fin no more.”—He is ready to
receive you whenever you fincerely turn
to him —and, he is ready to aflift you,
when you do but defire to obey him.—
Let your devotion then be the language
of filial love and gratitude—confide to
this kindeft of Fathers every want, and
every wifh of your heart;—but fubmit
them all to his will, and freely offer him
the difpofal of yourfelf, and of all your
affairs.—T hank him for his benefits, and
even for his punifhments ; — convinced
that thefe al{o are benefits, and mercifully
defigned for your good.—Implore his di-
reftion in all difficulties ; his affiftance in
all trials; his comfort and fupport in
ficknefs or affliction ; his reftraining grace
in the time ot profperity and joy.—Do
not perfift in defiring what his Providence
denies you ; but be affured it is not good
for you—Refufe not any thing he allots
you, but embrace it as the beft and pro-
pereft for you.—Can you do lefs to your
heavenly Father than what your duty
to an earthly one requires ?—If you were

Asg to
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10 On the Firft Principles of Religion.

to alk permiflion of your father, to do,
or to have any thing you defire, and he
fhould refufe it to you, would you obfti-
nately perfilt in fetting your heart upon
it, notwithftanding his prohibition ? would
you not rather fay, My father is wifer
thanlam; he loves me, and would not
deny my requeft, if it was fit to be grant-
ed.—1 will therefore banifh the thought,
and chearfully acquiefce in his will :—
How much rather fhould this be faid of
our heavenly Father, whofe wifdom can-
not be miftaken, and whofe bountiful
Kindnefs is infinite'—Love him therefore
in the fame manner you love your earthly
parents, but in a much higher degree —
in the higheft your nature is capable of —
Forget not to dedicate yourlelf to his
fervice every day ;—to implore his for-
givenefs of your faults, and his protetion
from evil, every night: and this not
merely in formal words, unaccompanied
by any act of the mind, but ¢ in {pirit
“and in truth;” in grateful love, and
humble adoration.—Nor let thefe ftated
periods of worthip be your only commu.

nication
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