
Literary Studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works, 
textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly 
interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early twentieth-century 
work from around the world, these books offer a valuable resource for scholars 
in reception history, textual editing, and literary studies. 

Robert Chester’s ‘Love’s Martyr, Or, Rosalins Complaint’
The literary scholar Alexander Balloch Grosart (1827–99) reprinted this allegorical 
poem by Robert Chester (fl. c.1586–1604) with an introduction and notes in 1878. 
Grosart incorrectly identified the poem’s author as a certain Sir Robert Chester 
of Royston. Later research suggests Chester served as a chaplain or secretary in 
the household of the work’s dedicatee, Sir John Salusbury. Originally printed in 
1601, the grandiloquent, meandering poem is chiefly remembered for the works 
appended to it. These include original poems by Chester’s contemporaries, 
Shakespeare, Jonson, Chapman and Marston, as well as the anonymous ‘Ignoto’ 
and ‘Vatum Chorus’. All the poems treat Chester’s theme, an invented myth 
describing the chaste, sacrificial love between a phoenix and a turtledove. Scholars 
continue to debate the identity of the historical figures signified by these birds, 
especially in Shakespeare’s cryptic contribution.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108067959

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2014

This edition first published 1878
This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-06795-9  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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