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Magic, superstition, the occult sciences and esoteric knowledge appear
regularly in the history of ideas alongside more established academic
disciplines such as philosophy, natural history and theology. Particularly
fascinating are periods of rapid scientific advances such as the Renaissance
or the nineteenth century which also see a burgeoning of interest in the
paranormal among the educated elite. This series provides primary texts
and secondary sources for social historians and cultural anthropologists
working in these areas, and all who wish for a wider understanding of the
diverse intellectual and spiritual movements that formed a backdrop to
the academic and political achievements of their day. It ranges from works
on Babylonian and Jewish magic in the ancient world, through studies of
sixteenth-century topics such as Cornelius Agrippa and the rapid spread
of Rosicrucianism, to nineteenth-century publications by Sir Walter Scott
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Subjects include astrology, mesmerism,
spiritualism, theosophy, clairvoyance, and ghost-seeing, as described both
by their adherents and by sceptics.

Ghost Land

A lecturer and writer on spiritualism, Emma Hardinge Britten (1823-99)
acted as a medium in both England and America. Allegedly written by an
enigmatic nobleman, ‘Chevalier Louis de B, Ghost Land was prepared for
publication by Britten in 1876. The author’s real identity is unknown, and
scholars have attributed the work to various personalities, including Ernest
de Bunsen, Britten’s husband William, and Britten herself. The book is
divided into two parts, “The Neophyte’ and “The Adept. Each part includes
a series of sketches from the life of the author, who was initiated into the
ancient mysteries of the occult. The book also describes the spiritual encounters
of an Englishman referred to as John Cavendish Dudley’ Britten claimed to
have translated the French parts of the manuscript and edited the English
sections. Of enduring interest in the history of spiritualism, the work reflects
a strong theosophical influence.
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MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,

HER COMMANDING INFLUENCE AND GREAT GENEROSITY,

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten (now living in England) has
been for many years a leading exponent in Spiritualism. Her
lectures in this country excited great interest.” She was thrill-
ingly eloquent, logical and impressive as a speaker, and her in-
fluence for good was correspondingly great. She is known the
wide world over as a lecturer and author. It was through her
commanding influence that Ghost Land was first published, and
it is now through her great generosity that we are able to repub-
lish the work and spread it broadcast wherever The Progressive
Thinker goes.

TO BE SPREAD BROADCAST AS A GIFT,

The first edition of 12,000 copies will be given away to sub-
scribers of The Progressive’ Thinker, on conditions set forth in
that paper.

We would ask all who receive the work, to eall the attention
of their neighbors to it, and state the terms on which they can
obtain it.

THE GREAT OBJECT WE HAVE IN VIEW,

You will readily comprehend our object in sending out this
grand book on the conditions we do (to increase the circulation
and usefulness of The Progressive Thinker), hence you will per-
ceive that it would be unfair to us for you to loan the book to
your neighbors or friends to study, who would receive all the
information therein without the cost of a cent, thus defeating us
in a measure in our intended object. Show them the work, beau-
tifully bound and printed on splendid paper, and ask them to send
for it, and The Progressive Thinker for one year. The book has
always sold for $2, and it is well worth that price.

THIS REMARKABLE WORK IS IN NO WISE A FICTION,

Ghost Land is in no-wise-a- fiction. Mrs. Britten vouches for
its entire truthfulness, and it may well be regarded as one of the
most remarkable books of the present age, however much you

may differ with some of its statements and conclusions.
J. R. FRANCIS, Publisher.
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PREMIUM.

You should commence forming at once a
Spiritualist or Occult Library. If you do not,
you will stand in the rear of the Grand Army
of Progress.
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

Before the subjoined papers are submitted to the critical reader,
the author desires most emphatically to protest against their being
ranked in the same category of literature as his recently published
volume on “Art Magic.”

The autobiographical sketches now presented to the public were
written, or rather collated from private memoranda, some four
years since, at the earnest request of Mrs. Emma Hardinge Brit-
ten, and that with the simple design of contributing such a series
of magazine papers to her admirable periodical, “The Western
Star,” as would be in harmony with its general tone and design.

When it is remembered that these papers are only off-hand
sketches of a fateful life, in which striking illustrations of the
spiritual philosophy may be found in a less stately guise than ab-
stract essays, and that at most they are only to be considered as
magazine sketches, the author trusts that his work will be held
exempt from that severity of critical analysis which he would have
courted for “Art Magic” had it been placed before the world
under similar circumstances.

The only claim that the author can advance for the present
work is that of strict veracity. Although the same reasons that
induced him to withold his name when it was first produced pre-
vail with him to-day, all the incidents narrated have been faith-
fully set down with the strictest regard to truth as far as the
present volume carries the history forward.

To the author himself the details of his life convey in retro-
spection the most important lessons, but their value to the world
ie entirely dependent upon their actuality. As a mere tale of
fiction far more interesting subjects could doubtless have been
found in any sensational novel or newspaper romance; but if the
narratives herein detailed faithfully represent the mystic action
of mind upon mind, the fearful phenomenon of obsession, the pos-
siblity of an actual life transfer, and the interposition of beings
in human affairs whose existence supplies the missing link which
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8 AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

connects the realm of animate and inanimate nature, then is
this work, however crude in style or imperfect in philosophical
deduction, a most important and noteworthy one.

It is because it ought to be thus regarded, because it
narrates step by step and incident by incident, actualities
which may one day become the experience of the many rather
tban the few, that the author is again persuaded to brave the
idle sneer and vulgar jeer of those who are only capable of appre-
ciating the facts that may have come within the narrow circle of
their own observation. That those persons who call themselves
“gpiritual teachers” and claim to be “interpreters and exponents”
of the spiritual philosophy (?) have not all the truth—nay, not
even a tithe of the experience necessary to qualify them for the
office they have assumed—becomes more and more painfully evi-
dent to the earnest student into spiritual mysteries the more he
compares the immensity of the realms to be traversed with the
shallow pretences at explanation put forth by the self-elected
spiritual teachers of this generation.

By these great authorities occultism is assumed to be a word
invented by a few individuals, whose chief aim is to destroy
Spiritualism and substitute “black magic” in its place, whilst
occultists are renegades, who would “roll back the car of progress”
(a favorite expression, by the way, of those who deny the right
of any one to progress beyond their own standard of knowledge)
and presume to add to the sublime philosophy enunciated
through the table-tipping and trance-speaking media for “spirits
of the seventh sphere.” the antiquated stuff of Oriental cabalists,
Chaldean astrologists, Hindoo, Egyptian, and Persian magi,
Greek philosophers, Arabian alchemists, and medieval Rosicru-
cian mystics. Of course all these are mere ignoramuses, who
for thousands of years have been blundering through the mys-
teries of occult science, which the aforesaid table-tipping and
seventh-sphere-inspiring spirits instantly sweep away with the
knock-down argument of “What I don’t know isn’t true: and
what I can not explain has no existence.”

That the author of “Ghost Land” has attempted to explain
occultism, or present a concrete scheme of occult philosophy in
these pages, must not for one moment be assumed. He has
simply introduced such scenes in his own life experience as will
gshow what a vast amount of phenomena remains to be explained.
which the spiritual philosophy of the present day has not touched,
and which many modern Spiritists, following out the rude and
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 9

illogical example of their own materialistic opponents, find it
easier to deny altogether than to elucidate. No one has more
faithfully, humbly, and reverently sought for truth wherever
it may be found than the author of “Ghost Land;” yet he is fain
to confess the table-tipping and trance-inspiring spirits of
America and England have not, to his blundering apprehension,
covered the whole ground of the experiences which he has vent-
ured to detail in this volume. When he adds that an additional
score of years’ experiences still more wonderful and occult yet
remain to be accounted for, and that during his wide wanderings
over the world he has encountered hundreds of individuals who
have an array of equally occult testimony to render, the Illuminee
of the modern spiritual movement may forgive him if he vent-
ures to question whether there may not be some few things,
scenes, and persons more in the spiritual universe than their
seven spheres of purely human intelligence can account for.

The author could have wished that his esteemed editor had dis-
pensed with the chapters interpolated by their mutual and highly
valued friend, “John Cavendish Dudley;” not that any portion of
this gentleman’s writings are lacking in that strict fidelity to truth
which has been the ruling genius of the entire work, whilst in
style and interest they far surpass the attempts of a foreigner to
express his ideas in an unfamiliar language; but the author has
marked with deep regret the many eulogistic allusions to him-
self with which Mr. Dudley’s diary is seasoned; and whilst he
knows they are dictated in all sincerity by a too partial {riend, he
feels their association with auto-biographical sketches will subject
him to a charge of vanity which is equally repulsive to his habits
of thought and action. On this point he has no other excuse to
offer than the all-potential will of his editor. Mrs. Hardinge
Britten alleges that the diary of Mr. Dudley was given to her in
the same unconditional spirit as the “Ghost Land” papers; also.
that it was not until she came to examine the MSS. separately
that she discovered how intimately they were related and how
impossible it would have been to continue the narrative after
the eleventh chapter without the assistance of Mr. Dudley’s
journal.

When Mrs. Hardinge Britten further added I will to I wish,
the author of “Art Magic,” himself the strongest possible pleader
for the omnipotence of will, found all his arguments on the per
contra of the question silenced.

With a final allegation that though the style of composition is
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10 AUTHOR’S PREFACE,

all too faulty, the details are a faithful representation of facts
known to and witnessed by many most honorable persons in the
present generation, the author gives his work to the winds of
public opinion. Blow hot or cold as they will, they only repre-
sent the source from whence they come, but cannot make or mar
the work they ban or bless.

Puentes Grandes,

The Havana, Isle de Cuba, 1876,
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