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THE

JOUIRNIEY

TO

L O ND O N

N MarcH 1780, I began my annual journey to London. At

Chefter fome improvements had taken place fince my laft ac-
count of the city. A very commodious building has been eretted
in the Yatchfield, near the Watergate ftreet, for the fale of the
Irifb linen at the two fairs. It furrounds a large fquare area;
on each fide of which are piazzas, with numbers of fhops well
adapted for the purpofe.

In digging the foundation for certain houfes near the ftreet,
were difcovered fome Roman buildings, and a large Hypocauft
with its feveral conveniences ; and fome other antiquities, par-
ticularly a beautiful altar , dedicated Fortune Reduci et Efeulapio.
Much of its infcription is defaced; but the rudder, cornucopia,
rod, ferpent, and various facrificial inftruments, are in good pre-
fervation.

Engraven in Mofes Grifith’s Supplemental Plates to the Tours in #als,
tab. X

B Ox
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3 BOUGHTON. CHRISTLETON,

On leaving the city, I paffed under the fine arch of the Eaft

Gate : a work owing to the munificence of Lord Grofvenor.

BouGHTON, Boughton, a fuburb in the parith of St. Ofwald, a little dif-
joined from this part of the city, had before the diffolution an
hofpital * for poor lepers, as early as the beginning of Edward 11.
From an eminence, the retreat of the unfortunate brave, is a.
view of very uncommon beauty; of two fine reaches of the Dee,
bounded on one part by meadows and hanging woods; on
the other terminated by part of the city, the ancient bridge, and.
over it a diftant view of the Gambrian bills.

ApjoinInG to that part of Boughton which is within the liber-
ties of the city, is the townfhip of Boughton, in the county of
Chefter ; the inhabitants of which appear at the court of the dean
and chapter of Chefler, and pay there a chief rent: but ufually
clame and difpofe of the waftes.

NEear the two miles ftone I croffed the canal to Chriftleton, a
pretty village, feated, as ufual with thofe of Chefbire, on the free-
ftone rock. Criftetone, as it is called in the Doomfday book, was.
held before the Conqueft by Earl Edwin. At that event, pro-
bably, it had a chapel, or very foon after. This manor had been
beftowed by Hugh Lupus on Rokert Fitz Hugh, one of his follow-
ers, who gave the chapel of Criflentune, with the land belonging
to ir, and the land of a certain peafant, with the peafant himfelf,
to the abbey of Chefter . His great great grand daughter Ifabel,
wife of Sir Philip Burnet, joined with her hufband in fuing the
abbey for this, and fome other contiguous manors. It is pro-
bable, that the monks might have taken an advantage of a fit of

® Tanner, 65. 4+ Dugdale Mon, i. 201.
remorfe
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CHRISTLETON. 3

remorfe for fome crime, or the weaknefs of an illnefs, to obtain
this gift from her anceftor. They thought fit to compromife the
matter with her; and on payment of two hundred pounds re-
ceived, in 1280, the ninth of Edward I. a confirmation of the
grant: and at the fame time full liberty was given to the abbot
to make a refervoir of water, and to convey it to the abbey.

In the year 1282, William de Birmingham had free warren given Free Warren.
him of all his demefne lands 1n this village; but it is appre-
hended he was only an inferior lord to the paramount privileges
of the abbey. In the Saxon times, every man was allowed to kill
game on his own eftate, but on the Conqueft, the king vefted
the property of all the game in himfelf, fo that no one could
fport, even on his own land, under moft cruel penalties, without
permiffion from the king, by grant of a chafe or free warren.
By this, the grantee had an exclufive power of killing game on
his own eftate, but it was on condition that he prevented every
one elfe; fo that, as our learned commentator* obferves, this
feeming favor was intended for the prefervation of the beafts and
fowls of warren ; which were roes, hares, and rabbits, partridge,
rails, and quails, woodcocks and pheafants, mallards and herons,
for the fport of our favage monarchs. This liberty, which they
allowed to a few individuals, being defigned merely to prevent a
general deftruction.

Chriftleton pafled from the Birminghams, in Richard I1.’s time, to
Sir Hugh Brower : Sir Hugh loft it by his attachment to the houfe
of York ; and Henry the IVth, in the fourth year of his reign, be-
ftowed it on Fobn Manwaring, of Over Peover, an attendant on his

¢ Judge BLAacCkSTONE.

B2 fon,
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4 CHRISTLETON. TARVIN.

fon, afterwards Henry V*.  Manwaring having no lawful iffue,
beftowed this place on Sir Thomas le Grofvenor, lord of Hulme;
but it paflfed immediately from him to Jobn de Macclesfield, in the
1oth of Henrry V. One of his defcendants alienated it, in 1442,
or the 21ft of Henry V1. to Humphrey (afterward Duke) of Buck-
ingham. Henry Lord Stafford, fon to Edward Duke of Bucking-
bam, {old it to Sir William Sneyde, of Keel; and Sir Ralph Sneyde,
to Sir Jobn Harpur, of Swerfton, in Derbyfbire ; one of whofe de-
fcendants fold it to Zhomas Brock, Efquire, the prefent lord of the
manor. The living is a reCory, in the difpofal of Sir Roger
Moftyn : the church dedicated to St. Fames.

From hence I took the horfe-road acrofs Browmnbeath, by Hoc-
kenball, formerly the feat of a family of the fame name. The
rifing country to the left of this road appears to great advantage,
oppofing to the traveller a fair front, beautifully clumped with
felf-planted groves.

Passep over a brook, and reached the fmall town of Tarvin,
which ftill retains nearly its Britifb name Terfin, or the Boundary,
and is fo to the foreft of Delamere. In Doomfday book, it is
ftiled Zerve : the bifhop at that time held it. It then contained
fix taxable hides of land. The bifhop kept on it fix cowmen,
three radmen, feven villeyns, feven boors, and fix ploughlands.
The firft were to keep his cattle ; the fecond to attend his perfon
in his travels, or to go wherefoever he pleafed to fend them; the
third, by their tenure, to cultivate his lands; and. the fourth, to
fupply his table with poultry, eggs, and other fmall matters,
The ploughland, or caruca, was as much as one plough could

& Leicefiery 333,
work
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T A RV 1IN

work in the year., ‘This fhews the eftablithment of a manor in
thofe early times; which I mention now to prevent repetition.

In Henry V1.’s time, the village and manor were eftimated at
£.23 a year, and were held by Reginald, bithop of Lichfield, in the
fame manner as they were held by his predeceffors, under the
Prince of Wales, as earl of Chefler.  They continued poffeffed by
them till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when they were alienated
to Sir Fobn Savage, who procured for the town the privilege of a
market. The church is a rectory, and ftill continues part of the
fee of Lichfield; being a prebendary, originally founded about
the year 1226, by Alexander de Staventy, bifhop of that diocefe.
It is valued at £.26. 13s5. 4d. the higheft endowment of any
prebend in that cathedral. It is called the prebend of Tarvin,
which prefents to the living.

Tue fame prelate alfo beftowed this church on the vice-pre-
bendal church of Burtor, in Wiral*; and formed out of its reve-
nues an hofpital for thipwrecked perfons. This hofpital was pro-
bably at Burton, Tarvin being too remote from the fea for fo hu-
mane a defign.

Acainst the church-wall is a monument, in memory of Mr.
Fobn Thomafine, thirty-fix years mafter of the grammar-fchool.
The epitaph defervedly celebrates the performances of this ex-
quifite penman, as “ highly excelling in all the varieties of writ-
¢ ing, and wonderfully fo in the Greck charalters. Specimens
« of his ingenuity are tredfured up, not only in the cabinets of
¢ the curious, but in public libraries throughout the kingdom.
* He had the honour to tranfcribe, for her Majefty Queen Anne,

® Anglia Sacra, i. 446,
“ the
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6 STAPLEFORD. UTKINTON.

¢ the Icon Bafilike of her royal grandfather. Invaluable copies
« alfo of Pindar, Anacreon, Theocritus, Epittetus, Hippocrates's
 Aphorifms, and that finithed piece the Shield of Achilles, as de-
¢ {cribed by Homer, are among the produ&ions of his celebrated
“ pen.

“¢ As his incomparable performances acquired him the efteem
‘¢ and patronage of the great and learned ; fo his affability and
¢« humanity gained him the good-will of all his acquaintance ;
¢« and the deceafe of fo much private worth is regretted as a pub-
¢ lic lofs.”

FroM Tarvin I travel on the great road, and at about two miles
diftance, leave on the right Stapleford, which retains the name
it had at the Conqueft, when it was held by Radulpus Venator
from Hugh Lupus. After a long interval, it fell to the Breretons,
In 1378, or the fecond of Richard 11. it was held by Sir William
Brereton of the king, as earl of Cheffer. From that family it
pafled to the Brayns, and was purchafed by the late Randle Wil-
brabam, Efquire.

Two miles farther, on the left, ftood Uzkinton Hall : the ma-
nor, with Kingfley, and the baileywick of the foreft of Delamere,
was given by Randle Mefchines, earl of Chefier, to Randle de
Kingfley s whofe great grand-daughter Foan, about the year 1233,
conveyed it to the Dones. Richard Done was pofleffed of it in
1311, the fixth of Edward II. He held it by a quarter part of 2
knight’s fee, and the mafter forefterfhip of Mere (Delamere) and
Mottram, by himfelf, and a horfeman and eight footmen under
him, to keep that foreft, then valued at £.10. 105, 34.

Uron the failure of iffue male of Sir Fob# Done, in the begin-
ning of the laft century, the manor of Utkinton came to his

5 daughters,
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THE DONES. TORPORLEY. 7

daughters, and has been fince held by them, or perfons claming
under them. AMary, the fecond daughter, married, in 1636,
Fobn, fecond fon of Sir Randle Crew, of Crew; and Elinor, the
younger, to Ralph Arderne, Efquire,

THE Dones of Flaxyard, in this neighbourhood, were another
confiderable. family, at conftant feud with the former, till the
houfes were united by the nuptials of the heir of Flaxyard with
the heirefs of Utkinton. But at this time, both thofe ancient feats
are demolithed, or turned into farm-houfes.

Frowm hence 1 foon reached Torporley, a fmall town, feated on a
gentle defcent. It had once been a borough town, of which
Richard Francis was mayor in the twentieth of Edward I. In the
tenth of the fime reign, Hugh de Tarpoley had licence to hold a
market here every Tuefday, and a fair on the vigil, the feaft-day,
and the day after the exaltation of the Holy Crofs; but he alienated
this privilege, with his property, to Reginald de Grey, chief juftice
of Chefter.

In the eighth of Rickard II. this manor was divided into two
moieties ; one of which was held by Fobn Done, the other by
Reginald Grey, of the family of Lord Grey, of Ruthin.

Tue manor and re€tory of Torporley are now divided into fix
fhares : four belong to the Arderns; one to the dean and chap-
ter of Chefter ; and another to Pbilip Egerton, Efquire, of
Oulton.

Tug living is a reftory in the gift of Fobn Ardern, Efquire,
The church is dedicated to St. Helen, the Emprefs of Conftantius,
the daughter of Coel, a Britif/b prince, a popular faint among us,
if we may judge from the number of churches under her protec-
tion. ‘That in queftion is of no great antiquity, in refpet to the

building ;
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8 TORPORLEY.

building ; nor yet of beauty. Within is much wafte of good
marble, in monumental vanity.

THE beft, are two monuments in the chancel, feemingly copied
from half-length portraits, included in carved berders of marble,
in imitation of frames. The figures are included in them in
mezzo-relievo : the one of Sir Fobn Done, Knight, hereditary fo-
refter and keeper of the foreft of Delamere, who died in 1629.
His figure is picturefque, in a laced jacket, and a horn in his hand,
the badge of his office: which horn defcended to the different
owners of the eftate, and is now in the pofleflion of Fobn Ardern,
Efquire.

WhEN that Nimrod, Fames 1. made a progrefs in 1617, he was
entertained by this gentleman at Utkinton; “who ordered fo
““ wifely and contentfully,” fays King *, < his Highnefs’s {ports,
“ that James conferred on him the honor of knighthood.” He
married Dorothy, daughter of Thomas Wilbrabam, I {quire, of
Woodhbey ; who left behind her fo admirable charater, that, to
this day, when a Cbefbire man would exprefs fome excellency in
one of the fair fex, he would fay, ¢ There is Lady Done for
€ you.”

The other is of Jobn Crew, Efquire, fecond fon of Sir Randle
Crew, of Crew, Knight, married to Mary, daughter of Sir fobn
Done. His face is reprefented in profile, with long hair. He
died 1670.

His lady, and her elder fifter Jane Done, an ancient virgin, lie
at full length in the Utkinton chapel, with long and excellent cha-
racters. One lies recumbent; the other reclined and ftrait laced,

* Vale Royal, ii. 106.)
2 which
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BEESTON HALL 9

which give little grace in ftatuary. Fare died in 1662; Mrs,
Crew in 1690, aged 86.

Sir Fobn Crew, Knight, fon of Mr. Fobn Crew, lies reclined on
an altar-tomb, with a vaft perriwig, and a Roman drefs, with a
whimpering genius at head and feet. Sir Fobn married, firft,
Mary, daughter of Thomas Wag ftaff, of Tachbrook, in Warwick-
JSbire, Efquire; and for his fecond, Mary, daughter of Sir #il-
lughby Afton, of Afton, Baronet, He died in 17171, aged 71.

1 MusT not quit this place without letting fall a few tears, as a
tribute to the memory of its honeft rector jobn Allen; whofe an-
tiquarian knowlege and hofpitality, I have often experienced on
this great thoroughfare to the capital. From the antient recto-
rial houfe, at the bottom of the town, is an aweful view of the
great rock of Beefton, backed by the Peckfreton hills, tempting me
to take a nearer furvey.

Tue diftance is about two miles. In my way I croffed the
canal at Begfton Bridge, and called at the poor remains of Beefion
Hall, the manor-houfe, inhabited by the agent for the eftate.
This place was burnt by prince Rupert, during the civil wars
There is a tradition, that he had dined that day with the lady of
the houfe.  After dinner, he told her, that he was forry that he
was obliged to make fo bad return to her hofpitality 3 advifed
her to fecure any valuable effelts the had, for he muft order the
houfe to be burnt that night, leaft it fhould be garrifoned by the
cnemy.

THis manor had been part of the barony of Malpar, and was
held under the lords, by the family of De Banbury ; who changed
their Norman name, St. Pijerre, and afflumed that of the place
where they firft fettled,

C : In
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10 BEESTON HALL,

In 1271, orthe fifty-fixth of Hesry 111. Henry de Bunbury, and
Margery his wife, gave it to their nephew Ricbard, who made the
place his refidenee, and affiuned its name. It continued in his
family for many gencrations. Sir George Beefion poflefled it in
the forty fourth of Queen Elizabesh. At length, by the marriage
of Margaret, daughter of Sir Hugh Bseffon, with William White-
mor , of Leighton, it was conveyed into that houfe ; and as fud-
denly transferred, by Bridget, heirefs of Mr. Whitemore, to Darcie
Savage, fecond fon to Thomas Vikcount Savage, of Rack Savage;
whofe grand-daughter, another Bridges; brought it by marriage
to Sir Thomas Mufiyn, Baronet, with the lordthips of Peckfreton,
Leighton, and Thorntor; in whofe houfe they ftill remain. This
lady was a Roman Catholic. ‘Tradition is warm in her praife, and
full of her domeftic virtues, and the particular attention that the
fhewed in obliging her dometftics, of each religion, to attend their
refpective churches.  Her hufband and fhe were lovely and plea-
fant in their Jives, and in their death they were not divided : they
died within a day or two of cach other, at Gloddaeth, in Caernar-
vonfbire, and were interred in the neighboring church of Eglwys
Rbis. :

Ar a fmall diftance from the hall, is the great infulated rock of
Begfton, compofed of fand-ftone, very lofty and precipitous at one
end, and fioped down into the flat country at the other. Its
height, from Begfton Bridge to the fummit, is three hundred and
fixty-Gx feet. From the fummit is a moft extenfive view on
every part, except where interrupted by the Peckfreton hills. The
land appears deeply indented by the eftuary of the Dee and Mer-
fey, and the canal from Chefter appears a continued (lender line of
water from that city to almoft the bafe of this eminence. To this

place
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