
Darwin, Evolution and Genetics
More than 150 years after the publication of On the Origin of Species, Darwin’s ‘dangerous idea’ 
continues to spark impassioned scientific, philosophical and theological debates. This series 
includes key texts by precursors of Darwin, his supporters and detractors, and the generations 
that followed him. They reveal how scholars and philosophers approached the evidence in 
the fossil record and the zoological and botanical data provided by scientific expeditions to 
distant lands, and how these intellectuals grappled with topics such as the origins of life, the 
mechanisms that produce variation among life forms, and heredity, as well as the enormous 
implications of evolutionary theory for the understanding of human identity. 

Le monde avant la création de l’homme
French astronomer Camille Flammarion (1842–1925) won acclaim for bringing science to a 
general readership. His Astronomie populaire (1880) and its translation into English as Popular 
Astronomy (1894) are both reissued in this series. The present work, on the origins of the Earth 
and humankind, sold tens of thousands of copies. Flammarion’s original purpose was to update 
Zimmermann’s Le monde avant la création de l’homme, published a quarter of a century earlier. 
However, scientific understanding had progressed so much that he decided to rewrite the work 
completely. First published in 1886, it contains some 400 wood engravings depicting dramatic 
landscapes, dinosaurs, fossils and much more. Ranging from early chapters on the universe 
and solar system, through to later discussion of the emergence of humankind after aeons of 
evolution, this book will prove an absorbing read for those interested in a nineteenth-century 
perspective on the origins of life.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its 
own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students 
but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library 
Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers 
and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other 
partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University 
Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content 
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around 
the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including 
out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the 
humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1886
This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-06783-6  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 

The original edition of this book contains a number of colour plates, 
which have been reproduced in black and white. Colour versions of these 

images can be found online at www.cambridge.org/9781108067836
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