
Botany and Horticulture
Until the nineteenth century, the investigation of natural phenomena, 
plants and animals was considered either the preserve of elite scholars 
or a pastime for the leisured upper classes. As increasing academic rigour 
and systematisation was brought to the study of ‘natural history’, its sub-
disciplines were adopted into university curricula, and learned societies 
(such as the Royal Horticultural Society, founded in 1804) were established 
to support research in these areas. A related development was strong 
enthusiasm for exotic garden plants, which resulted in plant collecting 
expeditions to every corner of the globe, sometimes with tragic consequences. 
This series includes accounts of some of those expeditions, detailed reference 
works on the flora of different regions, and practical advice for amateur 
and professional gardeners.

Flora Capensis
The Swedish botanist Carl Peter Thunberg (1743–1828), a physician and 
pupil of Linnaeus, carried out his most important work in South Africa 
and Japan. Having studied in Amsterdam and Leiden, he was asked to 
go plant-hunting in areas where the Dutch East India Company’s trading 
activities were opening up territory for scientific exploration. In 1771 he 
travelled to South Africa as a ship’s doctor, spending three years searching 
for, classifying and propagating plants, while at the same time becoming 
fluent in Dutch, as only the Dutch were allowed to enter Japan, his ultimate 
destination. Having acquired many Japanese specimens, he continued his 
travels and returned to Sweden in 1779. Three fascicles of this influential 
reference work in Latin on the South African flora were issued between 
1807 and 1813. Reissued here is the full version edited by the Austrian 
botanist Josef August Schultes (1773–1831) and published in 1823.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1823
This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-06779-9  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, 

or with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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Selected botanical reference works available in the 
C a m b r i d g e  L i b r a r y  C o ll  e c t i o n

 
al-Shirazi, Noureddeen Mohammed Abdullah (compiler), translated by 
Francis Gladwin: Ulfáz Udwiyeh, or the Materia Medica (1793)
[ISBN 9781108056090]

Arber, Agnes: Herbals: Their Origin and Evolution (1938)
[ISBN 9781108016711]

Arber, Agnes: Monocotyledons (1925) [ISBN 9781108013208]

Arber, Agnes: The Gramineae (1934) [ISBN 9781108017312]

Arber, Agnes: Water Plants (1920) [ISBN 9781108017329]

Bower, F.O.: The Ferns (Filicales) (3 vols., 1923–8) [ISBN 9781108013192]

Candolle, Augustin Pyramus de, and Sprengel, Kurt: Elements of the Philosophy 
of Plants (1821) [ISBN 9781108037464]

Cheeseman, Thomas Frederick: Manual of the New Zealand Flora
(2 vols., 1906) [ISBN 9781108037525]

Cockayne, Leonard: The Vegetation of New Zealand (1928)
[ISBN 9781108032384]

Cunningham, Robert O.: Notes on the Natural History of the Strait of Magellan
and West Coast of Patagonia (1871) [ISBN 9781108041850]

Gwynne-Vaughan, Helen: Fungi (1922) [ISBN 9781108013215]

Henslow, John Stevens: A Catalogue of British Plants Arranged According to 
the Natural System (1829) [ISBN 9781108061728]

Henslow, John Stevens: A Dictionary of Botanical Terms (1856)
[ISBN 9781108001311]

Henslow, John Stevens: Flora of Suffolk (1860) [ISBN 9781108055673]

Henslow, John Stevens: The Principles of Descriptive and Physiological Botany 
(1835) [ISBN 9781108001861]

Hogg, Robert: The British Pomology (1851) [ISBN 9781108039444]

Hooker, Joseph Dalton, and Thomson, Thomas: Flora Indica (1855)
[ISBN 9781108037495]
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Hooker, Joseph Dalton: Handbook of the New Zealand Flora (2 vols., 1864–7)
[ISBN 9781108030410]

Hooker, William Jackson: Icones Plantarum (10 vols., 1837–54)
[ISBN 9781108039314]

Hooker, William Jackson: Kew Gardens (1858) [ISBN 9781108065450]

Jussieu, Adrien de, edited by J.H. Wilson: The Elements of Botany (1849) 
[ISBN 9781108037310]

Lindley, John: Flora Medica (1838) [ISBN 9781108038454]

Müller, Ferdinand von, edited by William Woolls: Plants of New South Wales 
(1885) [ISBN 9781108021050]

Oliver, Daniel: First Book of Indian Botany (1869) [ISBN 9781108055628]

Pearson, H.H.W., edited by A.C. Seward: Gnetales (1929)
[ISBN 9781108013987]

Perring, Franklyn Hugh et al.: A Flora of Cambridgeshire (1964)
[ISBN 9781108002400]

Sachs, Julius, edited and translated by Alfred Bennett, assisted by W.T. Thiselton 
Dyer: A Text-Book of Botany (1875) [ISBN 9781108038324]

Seward, A.C.: Fossil Plants (4 vols., 1898–1919) [ISBN 9781108015998]

Tansley, A.G.: Types of British Vegetation (1911) [ISBN 9781108045063]

Traill, Catherine Parr Strickland, illustrated by Agnes FitzGibbon Chamberlin: 
Studies of Plant Life in Canada (1885) [ISBN 9781108033756]

Tristram, Henry Baker: The Fauna and Flora of Palestine (1884)
[ISBN 9781108042048]

Vogel, Theodore, edited by William Jackson Hooker: Niger Flora (1849) 
[ISBN 9781108030380]

West, G.S.: Algae (1916) [ISBN 9781108013222]

Woods, Joseph: The Tourist’s Flora (1850) [ISBN 9781108062466]

For a complete list of titles in the Cambridge Library Collection please visit:
www.cambridge.org/features/CambridgeLibraryCollection/books.htm
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