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HE public advantages which muft attend a difinterefted principle

l in hiftorians is acknowledged by all parties, and by all parties it is
equally hated and equally perfecuted. The man of genius, who is

capable of writing a plaufible tale to pamper the vanities of the great, to
ferve the purpofes of power, or to humour the prejudices of a prevailing fac-
tion, is certain of meeting with all thofe emoluments and that popularity
which forms the with of the honeft man, and is the {ole object of the ambi-
tious ; but fhould an hiftorian arife, whofe abilities as a {tatefman, politician,
legiflator, moralift, and philofopher, rendered him capable of attaining the
higheft degree of perfection in the {fublime and comprehenfive walk of hif-
tory ; thould he be capable of giving fuch animation to his reprefentation of
facts as to command attention ; thould his narrative be fufficiently elegant togra-
tify tafte : fhould hisfagacity be fufficiently profound toafcertain thofe leading
and often oppofite principles and inclinations, which form the different charac-
ters of men; thould he be capable of making ufe of every opportunity which in-
cidentsand events afford to inftruét the reader on the {ubject of morals, religion,
policy,and good government ; {hould his integrity and his refolution be fuffici-
ent to decide upon every fact, and every character, without regard even tq
the neareft tie of relationthip, as equity fhould prompt and truth thould au-
thorife, inftead of gaining admirers by the honeft exercife of his talents, he
would raife an innumerable hoft of enemies: he would never meet in the
breaft of his reader with that impartiality, of which he had fet the illuftrious
example, and all the imperfect fons of earth among the living would clamour
in behalf of the guilty dead. It is perhaps the difficulty of thefe circumftances,
which muft take place in all countries, and which are greatly aggravated in
England by the venomous rancour of contending fattions, which has occa-
fioned the fubject of hiftory to have been fo long negleted in this country::

and
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and whilft England has been renowned for producing the beft authors in
every other {pecies of writing, fhe was obliged to a foreigner for the beft and
the moft faithful narrative of the civil and military atchievements of her gal-
lant fons. Rapin long maintained an unrivalled popularity inthis country, buc
it was more from the circumftance of his having no competitor than from
the intrinfic merit of his work : he is, indeed, infinitely lefs partial in his
account of the civil wars in the reign of Charles the Firft than almoft any
other writer of that period of our annals, but he is very prolix, and his nar-
rative is deftitute of all thofe animating graces and juft refletions which
are neceffary to form an agreeable and inftructive hiftory. Guthrie and
Ralph, who wrote after Rapin, may be claffed among the few faithful hif
torians*, and their feveral narratives abound with very juft remarksand per-
tinent reflections. Guthrie’s ftyle often rifes even to the fublime, and Ralph’s
Is not wanting in animation ; but thefe authors are too carelels writers to
arrive at that elegance and corretnefs neceffary to fatisfy the nicety of mo-
dern tafte ; they are alfo very prolix.to a degree of tedioufnefs. In this ftate of
general hiftory Mr. Hume, blefled with that genius and profound fagacity ne-
ceffary to form a complete hiftorian, had reafon to fatter himfelf with the prof-
pect of enjoying, without a rival, all that extenfive fame and popularity
which is juftly due to the inftructors of mankind; but whether he con-
ceived, from the reafons above mentioned, that a candid relation of our do.
meftic broils, as it muft neceffarily difpleafe all fa&tions, would deprive himr
of the reward of his abilities and his induftry; or whether, as I am more in-
clined to believe, that he had entertained prejudices inimical to that can-
dour which muft have placed him at the head of all our hiftorians, his
hiftory, whillt it ferves as an elegant paftime for the hours of leifure or idle-
nefs, leaves the reader perfectly ignorant as to characters, motives, and often
falts : but as Mr. Hume’s prejudices have fallen in with the prejudices of
the prevailing faction in this country, and as his admirable genius is fully
equal to the infpiring every unlearned, incurious and negligent reader with
the prejudices of the author, he has for a long time maintained an unrivalled
popularity in the walk of Englith hiftory, and has been regarded by the iew
difcerning friends of Revolution principles, and the admirers of thofe pa

* The author has confined her obfervations to the writers of general hiftory.
triots

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067614
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06761-4 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 6
Catharine Macaulay

Frontmatter

More information

P R E F A C E

triots who have fpilt their blood in the public caufe, as the having helped
to forward, with other concurring circumftances, the declenfion of Whig
fentiments, and the wonderful increafe of thofe opinions and principles
which were fo juftly decried by the nation towards the middle of this
century.

AnimATED with the love of liberty, and an enthufiaftic regard to Englifh
patriotifm, I ventured to take the pen in hand, with the intention of vindi-
cating the infulted memories of our illuftrious anceftors, and of expofing
to the public the evils which this country has fuffered from the intrigues of
fattion and the rage of party; and I vainly hoped that the conviction of
uncontrovertible argument, founded on fact, would, in a feries of time, ex-
tinguifh the baneful influence of party fpirit; would gradually and almoft
imperceptibly incline the people to confider the objects of their proper in-
tereft, and that all ranks would unite in the laudable and generous at-
tempt of * fixing dominion’s limits to its proper end” of realizing all thofe
advantages in our mixed form of government, which experience has found
to be only theoretical ; of reftraining the oppreflions of the great, by the
cutting off a few noxious privileges, which are equally mifchievousto them-
felves as to the community ; and of curbing the licentioufnefs of the com-
mon people by the coercion of wholefome laws, and a well regulated police.
This, without any unconftitutional defign, or any wild enthufiaftic hope of
being able to influence the minds of a nation in favour of a democratic
form of government, who from the beginning of time have been under the
rule of regal fway, and whofe laws, manners, cuftoms, and prejudices are ill
adapted to a republic, is the grand aim of my writings : and this I cannot
help regarding as a patriotic and pious defign, becaufe, in my opinion, reli-
gious and moral turpitude, in a great meafure, flow from political error; and
that the miferies of natural evil are from the fame caufe highly aggra-
vated.

As republican principles and notions have always been too unpopular in
this country to found on them any rational fcheme of interet or ambition,
it was obvious to me, that, however erroneous might be the opinions of the
few republicans whom opportunity enabled to take an active part in the af-

3 fairs
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fairs of England, that their condu& was founded on principle, becaufe dia-
metrically oppofite to their intereft, and even their fafety ; accordingly the
fate of every one of this party, who did not change with the changing times,
was banifhment, an ignominious death, or the entire ruin of their fortunes :
whilft, on the contrary, the men whofe conduét was governed either by Whig
or Tory principles, were, as the different factions prevailed, in their turn tri-
umphant ; and it is from the convi¢tion only of the integrity of their mo-
tives that I appear in my hiftory to be partial to the leaders of the re-
publican party.

In Mr. Hume’s very artful narration of facts, he reprefents Charles the
Firft as a prince whofe government had in no degree exceeded the arbitrary
precedents which had been fet by his predeceffors ; and as the Englith had
formerly fubmitted, without 2 murmur, to the defpotic {way of thefe mo-
narchs, he argues, that the crown had acquired a kind of right by the peace-
able poffeflion of a long ufurped tyranny ; and that confequently Charles fell
a victim to the malignancy of the times, rather than to any faults in his ad-
miniftration, which urged the neceflity of taking up arms againft him. That
the government of the greater number of our princes, particularly that of
Henry the Eighth, and even many parts >f Elizabeth’s adminiftration, was
directly contrary to Magna Charta, and tc the rule of all free governments,
cannot be difputed with Mr. Hume; but as that fervility and implicit obe-
dience to the unjuft commands of the fovereign, which accompanied the
times of political ignorance in this country, after the power of the Barons
was broken by Henry the Seventh, and the religious fa&tions which took their
rife in the reign of Henry the Eighth, occafioned the parliaments to acquiefce
with the lawle(s pretenfions of their monarchs, the form of a free govern-
ment was in fome meafure preferved, and by that means a remedy yet re-
mained in the conftitution to corret thofe evils which time, ignorance, and
opportunity had occafioned. The knowledge of ancient literature, and confe-
quently the knowledge of Roman and Greek policy, had made no inconfider-
able progrefs in this country during the reigns of Henty the Eighth, Edward,
Mary, and Elizabeth; and on the acceffion of James, the more civilized part of
the nation began to entertain very large and very comprehenfive notions on the
fubje& of civil liberty : they beheld with regret that large portion of undi-

vided
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vided power which the crown had acquired by the arbitrary courts of juftice,
which had been erected during the adminiftration of the Tudor race; and
they determined to feize the firft favourable occafion to reduce the regal
prerogative to its ancient limits, left a long and undifputed pofieflion,
with accidental circumftances favourable to the ftrengthening thefe ufurpa-
tions by a military force, fhould for ever put it out of the power of the
people to regain that authority which is neceffary to the exiflence of a
free government. The ill policy of Charles the Firft in the wars with
Spain and France, which he entered into in the beginning of his reign,
afforded to the friends of liberty a full opportunity to make their own terms
with the court. The king’s neceffities were prefling, and the conftitution
allowed of no impofitions on the people which were not authorifed by the
voice of their reprefentatives, The queftion in difpurz between the king
and the commons immediately became critical : it was neceffary for the fo-
vereign to relinquith the encroachments of his predecefors, or to aflume the
effential authority of a defpotic monarch, by levying arbitrary taxes on the
people, without the confent of parliament, The prejudices of Charles in-
duced him to chufe the latter of thefe expedients : taxes were levied by the
king’s authority only, rhe ufe of parliaments was altogether laid afide, and
the form and fpirit of the government became entirely defpotic. By the
corrupt decifion of the judges, in the cafe brought before them by the fa-
mous Hamden, the king, for twelve years, enjoyed in tranquility the tri-
umph he had gained over the liberties of his country, and might, per-
haps, have fixed the conflitution on the bafis of defpotifm, had he been pof-
fefled of the temporizing fpirit of Elizabeth; or had he employed minifters
equally fubtle and equally able to thofe confummate politicians who dire&-
ed the councils of this princefs. It was indeed more owing to the furious
and bigotted conduct of Laud, than to the {pirit and refolution of the peo-
ple, that the fmalleft veftige of freedom at this time remains in England :
his abfurd and impolitic perfecution of the Prefbyterians, whofe religious
principles were fomewhat more favourable to civil liberty than were thofe
of the Church of England, threw that whole party into the fcale of op-
pofition ; and when united to the partizans of civil liberty, the balance
of popular opinion became greatly in disfavour of the king’s pretenfions
and adminiftration. However, though the large majority of the nation

Vou.VI. a felt

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067614
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06761-4 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 6
Catharine Macaulay

Frontmatter

More information

x P R E F A C E

felt very fenfibly the yoke of tyranny, their difcontent was exprefled in
unavailing murmurs, ’till the influence of Laud prevailed over the ill-
fated Charles to excite the refentment of his Scotch fubjets, by impofitions
and noveltics in matters of religion. The neceflity which this produced
of calling a parliament, and the union of the Scotch and Englith male con-
tents, foon brought matters to that point of civil contention, in which the
fuccefs of partics can only be decided by the fword. After a long and bloody
conteft, vitory declared itfelf on the fide of the male contents, and the power
of difpofing of the king, and forming the government, fell entirely into
the hands of the Englith parliament.

In this fituation of affairs it is certain that the popular leaders might
have cut off all the dangerous prerogatives of the crown, without any inno-
vation in the form of the government; and the natural good fenfe and virtue
of the king might have inclined him to have kept within the limits of thole
narrow bounds, which the male-contents muft have found neceflary, for the fe-
carity of public liberty and the prefervation of the party, to have prefcribed :
but befides the danger which was to be expected from the king’s matrimo-
nial conneétion, and the rancour of his partizans, a very unfortunate differ-
ence fubfifted between the king and the parliament on the fubje& of reli-
gious government; and the men who at this time had the prevailing influ-
ence in the councils of the nation, had a predilection for thofe popular go-
vernments which had raifed the glory of Pagan focieties to the acme of hu-
man greatnefs : they alfo recolleéted the tranquility with which Charles
was fuffered for twelve years to trample on the Jaws and liberties of the land ;
that England was at laft indebted for her deliverance to the vigour of Scotch
oppofition, rather than to the determined f{pirit of her own fons; and they
conceived that there was a malignity in this form of government produétive
of afervility which fecured its permanence. They thought that victary gave
them a right to inflict on the conquered party that punithment, which, on mo-
tives of policy and motives of revenge, themfelves muft have fuftained in the
fame fitvation ; and they regarded it as a duty incumbent on them to make
ufe of the opportunity which the fortune of war, or a peculiar providence, had
put in their hands, to bar every avenue thro’ which tyranny could poflibly
again flide into the adminiftration of the government, Thus reafored

every
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every honeft individual in that party, who were the chief infiruments in the
death of the king; and they reafoned as human beings blind to the events
of futurity, events which often foil the wifdom of the deepeft politician,
and render the boafted fagacity of the intelligent a fubjec of derifion to the
vulgar and the ignorant. Could thefe generous pacriots, who had ventured
life and fortune in the vindication of the rights of nature, and the liber-
ties of the land, have fathomed the depth of Cromwell’s hypocrify ;
could they poflibly have forefeen that a nation who had undergone fuch
hardthips and dangers for the attainment of freedom, who had dethron-
ed a fovereign, defcended from a long line of princes, for having en-
croached on their native rights, would fubmit to a ftate of flavery to a
private individual, no ways exalted above his brethren in any of thofe
endowments which conftitute the true greatnefs of character, or excelling
in any quality, but in the meafure of a vain and wicked ambition, and in
a diffimulation calculated to deceive thofe who are too honeft to fufpeét
the concealed vices which lay hidden under a well a&ed hypocrify ;5 could
they poflibly have forefeen, that a party who had facrificed a man of virtue
to fecure the permanence of freedom in their civil and religious government,
fhould be fo far inftigated by the principles of envy and revenge, as to. give
up all their dear bought rights to a prince, whofe character, in point of
morals and probity, was at beft very queftionable, and facrifice their religious
fecurity to the prejudices and rancour of an oppofite faction; they would
undoubtedly have taken the lead in all pacific counfels, and have clofed with
the fubdued monarch on as fafe and fecure terms as the circumftances of
the time and the nature of things would admit. Had the form of govern-
ment intended by the popular ledders taken place, and had Englifhmen
at this day lived under the fway of a well regulated democracy, we fhould
have looked up to thefe execrated characters with all that refpe@ful vene-
ration which was paid by the Greeks and Romans to the illuftrious found-
ers of their republics, It may be very agrecable to the barbarity of
vulgar ignorance to entertain prejudices againft men, whofe conduét has
not been attended with that fuccefs which grace endeavours of a fimilar
nature in more fortunate individuals: but furely it is incompatible with
the wifdom of an hiftorian to judge of aftions by confequences, and with-
out any regard to motives; to deal out panegyric or invective accord-

3 ing
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ing to the meafure of fuccefs or ill fortune which attend thofe perfons who
figure in the walk of public life.

As the Jacobites have carried their panegyric of the firft Charles to a
height which induced the utter condemnation of all thofe who oppofed this
monarch on public grounds, it was impofible to do juftice to the patriotic
charatters which figured in this age, without examining into the con-
dut and adminiftration of this prince with a degree of rigorous juflice
and vigilant enquiry which bis unhappy fate would otherwife have rendered
ungenerous and inhuman : but in thisinquiry I was fo far from feeling my-
felf the bloody-minded Republican, as I have been termed by the butcherly
writers of thefe days, and fo far even from poflefling the ftoicifm of the
firlt Brutus, that I thed many tears whilft I was writing his cataftrophe, and
I have endeavoured to do juftice to that part of his conduét which I thought
truly great, and worthy the imitation of pofterity.

I bave alfo been accufed of the want of humanity and fympathy, becaufe
I have in my writings appeared infenfible to the rigour of that fate which
fell on fome very culpable ftate delinquents, and in particular on the ear! of
Strafford : but in this cafe I fhall appeal to the judgment of the candid, whe-
ther the fympathifing, according to the fanciful diftinctions of power, birth,
office, or fortune, with a few individuals who poffefs thefe advantages, and the
beholding without pain, and even with triumph, the happinefs of the commu-
nity at large facrificed to the rapacious lufts of interefted governors, is more
rational than that generous and extenfive {ympathy which regards, with an
equal eye of compaffion, the infirmities and the afflictions of all men, and
who cenfures in proportion to the magnitude and the extent of the mif-
chiefs which attend the felfith conduct of the powerful ; and whether there
is either reafon, good fenfe, or rational humanity, in exclaiming againt
all thofe who brought the earl of Strafford to juftice for advifing the king
to levy arms againit his fubjeéls, and confequently, if vi€torious, of fubdu-
ing the free principles of the conftitution, and thus entail on prefent and fu-
ture generations the mifery of perpetual flavery; and at the fame time ac-
knowledging the juftice of infli€ting a fimilar punifhment for crimes of a
very inferior nature, which perhaps arife from motives of neceflity, and
which only militate againft the peace of individuals.

I weLL
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I weLL knew what perfonal difadvantage I fet out with, from that impar-
tiality which I had determined to obferve on the conduct of the different fac-
tions, which have harafled the internal peace of this empire; and when [
gave up the emoluments of favour, the countenance of the great, and the gra-
tification of popular applaufe, on a principle of public utility, I had fome
reafon to expect efteem for my integrity and induftry, and efpecially as I
have never thrown any perfonal abufe onany individual, in or out of power
nor have ever fullied my pen with thofe anonymous writings calculated to
angutlh the feeling heart, to fix an indelible ftain on the manners of Eng-
lithmen, and to infli€t the poignaney of mental fufférings not only on the
defamed perfons, but on all thofe who are attached to them, either by the
ties of blood, or the yet ftronger ties of affetion. 1 have endeavoured,
with the moft indefatigable pains, to make my Hiftory ufeful to men of all
conditions ; and I am perfuaded that no moderate churchman, or honeft
lawyer, can,on cool refle€tion be offended with the hiftorian’s free obfervations
on the conduét of men who have been the authors of much public and private
mifchief, and whofe violent counfels, and difhoneft pradtices, have frequer.t-
ly difturbed the peace, and endangered the liberties of the empire. [If I
have been fevere on mifguided princes, and bad minifters, it is with a view oniy
to the interefts of the people; and if all hiftorians would preferve the fame
honeft rule, inftead of varnifhing, with falfe colours, the vices of the power-
ful, it would, from that gencral defire which all men have of preferving fome
degree of reputation after death, form a kind of literary tribunal, produive
of a very ufeful reformation in the conduct of thofe favoured fons of fortune
on whofe good or bad qualities the happinefs and welfare of {ocieties depend.
‘I'he candid and the generous will, undoubtedly, from thefe confiderations,
behold, without malice or refentment, the wicked or weak condué of their
anceltors reprefented in its proper light; and efpecially when they reflec tha:
it would be very unbecoming the charatter, and centrary to the duty of an
hiftorian, to fpare even the memory of a parent, if he was found defe@ive in
thefe patriotic virtues which eminently affet the welfare of fociety.

Ir the warmth of my temper has occafioned me to be guilty of any petu-
lancies in my firft produétions, they arofe from the inexperience of the hiflorian,
and the early period of lifein which the began to write hiftory ; but though I
have been purfued with virulent invectives, I have never yet been made ac-

quainted
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quainted with my literary faults. Criticifms formed with judgment and
temper command attention ; but when perfonal inveétive fupplies the place of
argument, and the reputation of authors are attacked in order to decry their
writings, it is a very ftrong fymptom in favour of thofe produtions againft
which the battery of abufe is levelled ; and in this cafe an individual, in
the full enjoyment of that internal fatisfattion which a faithful exertion of
mental abilities affords the rational mind, muft look down with contempt
on the angty croud, nor fuffer their fierce and loud clamours, in any refpec,
to divert him from purfuing the grand object of his honeft ambition.

an. 1781,
Laurence- ftreet, Chelfea, }
Middlefex.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

T H E author, having heard that long notes were tedious
and difagreeable to the reader, has altered the method which fhe
purfued in the five firft volumes of this hiftory, and at a much
larger expence of labour has wove into the text every part of the

compofition which could be done without breakinginto the thread
of the hiftory.
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