Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06761-4 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 6
Catharine Macaulay

Excerpt

More information

H I S T ORY

E NGUL AN D

CHAUP L

New minif2ry e At of indemninity —Prerogative efiablifbed.
——Settlement of the revenue~——Trial and execution of the
king’s judges. Queen reinflated in ber poffeffions. —mmmmem
Congratulated and prefented with mongymm——Diffolution of
the convention parliament ———mAffairs of Scotland.mmm=Diffo~
lute manners of the times.——— Affairs of Ireland.

N the foregoing pages of this Hiftory, I have, with an un- Aan. 166o.
I remitted care and attention, through a variety of per-
plexed matter, endeavoured to explain and unfold to
the eye and the underftanding of the reader, thofe caufes and
circumftances which induced fo large a part of the inhabi-
tants of Great Britain to co-operate in the throwing off a
government, to which the long habit of time immemorial
had rendered them zealoufly attached, and which it was
difficult, if not impofible, to exclude, without an entire re-
volution and reformation in the laws, cuftoms, and manners
Vor. VI, B which
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Ann. 1660, which had prevailed from the firft fettlement of the Saxons
in thefe iflands,

I nave endeavoured to trace through all the perplexity of
party jargon thofe difcordant principles, and oppofite views,
which, from the want of a temporizing policy, oceafioned
all fattions in a manner to co-operate in the flinging the mi-
litary power of the ftate into the hands of the republicans,
and confequently of co-operating in the death of Charles I.
and the exclufion of his family from regal dominion.

In juftice to the illuftrious dead, I have endeavoured to
explain the motives, the views, the defigns of the few leaders,
who really meant honeftly by the public.

I nave endeavoured to thew by an impartial relation of
falts, and by fuch refletions as muft naturally occur to a
judicious hiftorian, that the fame principles, and oppo-
fite views of the feveral factions, which have diftracted the
affairs of this country from the period of the Reformation,
together with the interefted views of the lawyers, gave Crom-
well an opportunity to wreft the power out of the hands of
thefe leaders, to ufurp the government, and, finally, ope-
rated to the deftruction of the republican caufe, to the defeat-
ing all plans of reformation, and to the re-eftablifhment on
the throne of his anceftors, without conditions or limitations,
an exiled prince, unfupported by reputation, by revenue, or
the affiftance of any foreign power.

It has been already obferved, with what an intemperate
zeal the new idol, Charles II. was addreflfed, complimented,
and prefented by all fects and parties, who, notwithftanding

their
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CHARLES IL 3

their different interefts and opinions, were united in an ab Aan. 166o.
folute fubmiffion to the new government.

CuariEes’s long refidence in France (where he had feen
court intrigue fubdue patriotic virtue; where he had been
himfelf an actor in the bufinefs of betraying the popular party
to the defigns of the court of France) rendered him equal to
the difguifing his real fentiments, opinions, and refolutions,
and of the taking full advantage of the temper and the cir-
cumftances of the times.

Tue Convention which reftored him to the pofleflion of
power, was compofed of Prefbyterians and Epifcopalians ;
and as the Prefbyterians had been the chief inftruments in
this Revolution, the leaders of the party, notwithftanding
former delinquency, were taken into the privy council.

Tuouen Monk, by a variety of treacherous manceuvres,
and by deceit and diffimulation, had reftored the king to the
throne without conditions or limitations ; yet he had neither
the talents or the ambition to afpire to the government of the
king’s councils, or the management of ftate affairs : he con-
tented himfelf, therefore, with the being admitted into the
houfhold, and the being created duke of Albemarle ; he was
made mafter of the horfe, and put in the lift of the privy
council. Admiral Montague, whofe merit was fecond alone
to Monk in the king’s Reftoration, was created earl of Sand-
wich ; Afhley Cooper, lord Afhley; Denzil Hollis, lord
Hollis ; and to Arthur Annefly was given the privy feal.

THESE promotions were gratifications to the new converts
of the Cavalier faction. The marquis of Ormond, that
B 2 ftaunch
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4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Ann. 1660. ftaunch fupporter of the royal caufe, was created a duke, and

}‘gr;w mini- made lord fteward of the houthold ; the earl of Southamp-
ton high treafurer ; Sir Edward Nicholas fecretary of ftate;
and Sir Edward Hyde, who in the late king’s life, had been
complimented with the privy feal, and the title of earl of
Clarendon, ated in the double capacity of chancellor and
prime minifter,

Tue firft a& of ftate was to give to the Convention, who
had exercifed the very important power of fettling the form of
government, the name and authority of a parliament.

Tuis was performed by the king in great pomp: onthe fe-
cond day after his arrival a bill pafled the whole legiflature to
fuch a purport, with a provifo, that the prefent affembly might
be diffolved by the king, after the ufual manner; and another,
that his majefty’s affent to the bill fhould not determine the
feflions.

THE chancellor affured the two houfes, that his majefty
had not forgotten his gracious declaration at Breda ; and that
he would, in all points, make it good: and the fame men,
who had exerted their authority in calling the exiled prince
from a ftate of penury, mortification, and even infignificance,
to opulence and power, now, after declaring that the whole
nation had contracted guilt by the late rebellion, proftrated
themfelves, in their reprefentative capacity, at his feet, and
accepted his majefty’s moft gracious pardon.

Tuis condefcenfion in the parliament was neceffarily fatal
to thofe who had an immediate hand in the late king’s death.
A prince reftored to power, without limitations or conditions,

3 and
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CHARLTES S IL 5

and difpenfing pardon to an offending nation at his mere will Ann. 166a.
and pleafure, could not, with any decent regard to the me-
mory of a dead parent, extend fuch an indulgence to men
who were termed his murderers. The parliament, in com-
mon juftice, fhould have infifted on this condition : and Sir
Thomas Fairfax had the generofity to acknowledge, that if
fuch punithment was infli¢ted on any individual, he ought
not to be excepted; fince having the command over the
army when the king was in their hands, it would have been
in his power to have prevented fuch a cataftrophe. ‘Thefe
were the nicer feelings of an individual. It was at firft re-
folved by the Commons, that feven, then nine, of the late
king’s judges, fhould be excepted out of the A& of Indem-
nity : and this refolution was accompanied with a proclama-
tion, requiring all the perfons who had acted in this capae
city, or had affifted at the trial, to {urrender, on the penalty
of forfeiting life and eftate. ~Nineteen made their efcape; but
the fame number, on the dubious fenfe exprefled in the pro-
clamation, had the credulity to truft the faith of govern-
ment,

It was now infinuated by the courtiers in the lower-
houfe, that the Commons had not made their Sin-offering
fufficiently extenfive; and on this infinuation it was further
refolved, that twenty, befides fuch as were already excepted,
or thofe who had fat as judges of the late king, fhould be ex-
cepted out of the general At of Pardon and Indemnity, to
fuffer fuch penalties and forfeitures, not extending to life,
as fhould be thought fit to be infliCted on them, by an act ta
pafs for {uch a purpofe.

Ture
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6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am 1660.  THE loyalty of the Commons was however tempered by
their prudence. ‘They had the caution to reject feveral pro-
vifoes, which tended to recriminate on the republican party,
but which would have involved a large number of their own
members ; and on the receiving a complaifant meflage from
the king, fignifying that he could not diflike what they had
done, nor complain of what they had left undone, they
paffed their refolution into a bill, and fent it up to the
Lords.

Tue Lords, influenced merely by the fpirit of refentment,
and difcarding every confideration of juftice, mercy, or even
expediency, refolved, befides the late king’s judges, to ex-
cept every one who had fat as judges in the courts where the
peers had been condemned ; and the earl of Briftol moved,
that no pardon might be granted to thofe who had any wife
contributed to the king’s death.

So wide an exception, in which every one who had att-
ed in oppofition, or taken arms againft the fovereign, might
be comprehended, gave a general alarm. No progrefs was
made in the difbanding, or the payment of an army, which
had effeCted fo many Revolutions, whofe principles were very
formidable to the king, and whofe maintenance coft him
one hundred thoufand pounds a month. It was debated in
the Lower-houfe, whether any new bill fhould be {fent up till
the A& of Indemnity had paffed ; nor could the general ap-
prehenfion of the party be appeafed, till the king, in a very
judicious fpeech from the throne, effefted an alteration in the
conduct of the peers.

AFTER
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ArTER feveral conferences between the Lords and Com- Ann. 166o.
mons, in which the former ftrenuoufly infifted, that no
mercy fhould be given to thofe who had fat in judgment on the
king, a Bill of Indemnity paffed, where all accufed of iﬁgi}f‘l’
having an immediate hand in the king’s death were excepted ;
where the eftates of lord Munfon, Sir Henry Mildmay, Sir
James Harrington, Phillips, Wallop, and Hazelrig, were
confifcated, and their perfons fubjected to fuch other pains
and penalties as the parliament fhould think fit; where
Hutchinfon and Laffels were condemned in a fine, and de-
clared incapable of exercifing employment ; where Crom-
well, Bradfhaw, Ireton, and other deceafed offenders, were
attainted ; and where St. John, and feventeen more, were
deprived of the benefit of the Act, if they ever accepted any
public employment.

THe king had been complimented with ratifying, by a Prerogative
new law, all the judicial proceedings tranfacted in the name etablifhed.
of the commonwealth and protettor. It was declared, that
he had the prerogative of calling and diffolving parliaments ;
the Commons, by not claiming the power over the militia,
had, in a manner, given up all pretenfion to {fuch an autho-
rity ; and the only reftraint which remained againft an exor-
bitant and undue exercife of regal power, lay in the narrow-
nefs of the king’s revenue.

THE conduct of the parliament in voting their temporary
fupplies was cautious and frugal : an affeflment of feventy
thoufand pounds a month was impofed for difbanding an
army, which was an equal terror to king and parliament ; and
all the other fums levied for this important purpole were
granted in a manner as fhewed fo plainly an intention to

preferve

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067614
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06761-4 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 6
Catharine Macaulay

Excerpt

More information

8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Ann, 1660. preferve the power of the purfe, that the courtiers took the
alarm : the poverty of the crown was reprefented as the fource
of all the misfortunes which had befallen the late king; and
in the prefent paroxyfm of loyalty, the Commons, mftead of
trufting to that experience, which would undoubtedly have
led the people to a patient fubmiffion to any grievances which
were not intolerable to be borne, fell into the fnare of the de-
ceiver, and furrendered into the hands of the Crown the
only remaining fupport of the popular part of the confti-
tution.

Tue ordinary revenue of queen Elizabeth and king
James did not amount to five hundred thoufand pounds;
and Charles the Firft’s income, with the large fums he raifed
by illegal and oppreflive methods, never rofe beyond one mil-
lion : it was now refolved, on the condition that wardfhip
and purveyance fhould be utterly abolithed, to fettle the am-
Settlement ple revenue of twelve hundred thoufand pounds a-year on
32;22“ the prefent king.  ‘Thus by the votes of their reprefentatives,
who were deeply interefted in the bargain, was the whole
community conftrained to purchafe from the crown a prero-
gative, which only affefted the richer part of the fociety ;
and they were fo far, even in thele halcyon days, of reaping
any pecuniary advantages from the reftoration of their old
government, that the Excife, which they termed the moft
oppreflive of their burthens, and to which the exigencies of
the commonwealth only required a temporary fubmiffion, was
now, by an Act of Parliament, rendered perpetual ; half of
it was fettled on the king for life, and the other half on the
crown for ever.

WiTtH
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CHARLES S IL 9

Witn the Revenue Bill, and two others for raifing the Aan. 166e.

fum of one hundred thoufand pounds, and the continuation
of the feventy thoufand pounds per month, the king was
prefented with one, entitled, An A& for a perpetual anni-
verfary thank[giving: ¢ A day, which Sir Harbottle Grim-
fton, the fpeaker, faid, God had been pleafed, in honour of
his majefty, to adorn with a new additional ftar, never feen
before or fince.”

TuE king was further told in the name of the Commons,
“ That this affembly had gone out of their old way; and
before confirmation of liberties, or redrefs of grievances, had
fupplied the neceflities of the Crown with the greateft gift that
any prince of thiskingdom had ever received from his people.”,

On the Act of Indemnity his majefty was affured, ¢ That
his fubjects had not the confidence to afk his majefty the par-
don which his clemency had granted. The ftile of mifcreants,
and fubverters of religion, was ufed to all thofe who had
fteadily adhered to the principles on which they firft engaged
in the quarrel; and it was obferved, that the parliament had
found an abfolute and indifpenfable neceffity incumbent upon
them, to except and fet fome apart for treacle, to expel the
poifon of fin and rebellion out of others, that they might
be made facrifices to appeafe God’s wrath, and fatisfy divine
juftice.”

ArFTER this harangue, the parliament were, by their
own defire, adjourned ; when, inftead of thanks for their
ample fupply, they were told by his majefty, ¢ That the
revenue they had fettled on him, with the additional money
bills, were fo inadequate to his wants, that he had not

Vor. VI, C been
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10 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Amn. 1660. been able to give his brothers one fhilling fince they came
into England, or to keep any table at his own houfe but
what he eat at himfelf * ; 3gnd what troubles me moft, added
the king, is to fee fo many of you come to me at White-
hall, and to think you muft go fome where elfe for a
dinner.”

In return for this gracious and artful compliment, the
parliament prefented the king’s two brothers, the dukes of
York and Gloucefter, with the fum of feventeen thoufand
pounds, and his majefty with a prefent of five thoufand
pounds, for the repair of his houfes.

As the parliament, in the A& of Indemnity, had not in-
fifted on any exceptions in favour of any one of the king’s
judges, the natural refentment of a fon, befides, in all pro-
bability, the defire of fhewing an inftance of exemplary venge-
ance in favour of royal blood, induced the king to exert his
ytmoft influence over the Commons, to pafs condemnation
on thofe unhappy men, whom accident, or a voluntary fur-
render, had put into the hands of government. The prime
minifter, the earl of Clarendon, in a conference between the
two Houfes, exerted all the powers of his rhetoric to this
purpofe, and told the lower affembly, ¢ That when the de-
claration at Breda was penned, his majefty never doubted,
but that the parliament would have as great a refentment of

* According to Clarendon, the king’s affertion on the ceconomy of
his houfe-keeping was contrary to fact; fince, from the time of his Re-
ftoration, his houfe appeared in full luftre, and the charges and expence
of the eating exceeded the precedents of the moft luxurious times, info-
much that the debts contracted by thefe exceffes were not difcharged in
many years.

1 that
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