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C H A P L.

The houfe of Commons abolifb monarchy, with the legiflative power
of the Lords, and eflablifb a Republic. Trial and execution
of the Duke of Hamilton, with other leaders of the Royalift
faction. Difcontent and revolt of the Levellers.—— Reduction
of that party.—— Affairs of Ireland.——Death and characler
of Ireton.—— Continuation of the affairs of Ircland, to the
total reduction and new fertlement of that country.

O {ooner was the throne vacated by the Ann. 1648.
execution of the fentence of death on the ry. houte of
A perfon of Charles, than the Commons, ac- Sommons
cording to the examrple of the Romans after the expul- monarchy,
fion of their regal tyrants, pafled an aét prohibiting
the proclaiming any individual to be King of the
Englith empire. The royal arms were taken down
Vor. V, B from
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am.168. from all public offices and courts*; the royal titles
erafed out of public writings 1 ; the oaths of allegiance
and fupremacy abolithed; a new great feal was
created f, bearing the infcription, ¢ The great feal of
England;” the impreflion on the national coin was
altered from its monarchical ftyle to the Englifh arms,
bearing the infcription, ¢ The commonwealth of
England §; and that there might remain no obje(ts to
excite an ambition which might prove dangerous to
the liberty of the republic, not only the crown-lands
and fee-farm-rents were put up to fale, but alfo the
regalia, the rich furniture in the royal palaces, and all
the expenfive magnificence of monarchy.

with thelegit- ~ THE Lords, who through the whole month of Ja-

Jative power

ofthe Lords, NUAry had continued to meet and exercife their judicial
:'ﬁ;‘tfﬁ‘c‘h capacity, without having taken any notice of the alts
of power exerted by the fingle authority of the Com-

% At this time the King’s ftatue in the Exchange was thrown down,
and on the pedeftal was infcribed, ¢ In the firft year of Freedom, by
God’s blefling reftored.”

+ Three days preceding the execution the Commons had altered
the old ftyle of the proceedings in the courts of juftice to, Cuffodes
Libertatis Anglie, Authoritate Parliamenti.

1 The arms of England were engraven on one fide, and on the
reverfe the portraiture of the houfe of Commons, circumfcribed, < In
the firft year of Freedom, by God’s blefling reftored, 1648.” The
commiflioners appointed the keepers of the great feal were, Whit-
lock, Keeble, and Lifle. They were ftyled the Keepers of the Liber-
ties of England.

§ On the reverle, the crofs and harp, with the motto, ¢ God with
us.”

mons,
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R E P U B L I C, 3

mons, after the King’s execution made an unfuccefsful Ann. 1648.
attempt to preferve to their order a fhare in the new
legiflature. On the fecond of February, in a meet-
ing to which the judges and all the peers refiding
in the capital had been fummoned, a meflage
was fent to the Commons, That the Lords had ap-
pointed nine of their body to join with a proportion~
able number of the lower houfe, to confider of the
fettlement of the government of England and Ireland.
The {pirit of democracy ran at this tume too high
among the Commons to fuffer any copartnerfhip with
men invefted with particular diftin¢tions. Three fuc-
ceflive days the Lords’ meflengers returned without
even gaining admittance. On the fourth application
the Commons took the matter into confideration, pafled
a negative (by a majority of forty-four againft twenty-
nine) on the queftion, Whether they fhould take the
advice of the houfe of Peers in the exercife of the legif-
lative power ; and refolved, without divifion, That that
afflembly was ufelefs, dangerous, and ought to be
abolithed. To this refolution immediately fucceeded the
following: ¢ It has been found by experience, and this
houfe does declare, That the office of a King in this na-
tioh, and to have the power thereof in any fingle perfon,
is unneceflary, burthenfome, and dangerous to the
liberty, fafety, and public intereft of the people of this
nation, and therefore ought to be abolifhed.” Two
acts were pafled to the purport of thefe refolutions * ;

* The a& which abolithed the upper houfe retained to its members
an entire copartnerfhip of privilege with the reft of their fellow-
citizens ; peers and their children being rendered capable to ele@ or
be elected as knights or burgefles.

B2 and
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4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Amn.1648. and the Commons, taking both the legiflative and the
executive powers of government into their own hands,
altered their ftyle from that of the houfe of Commons
to the Parliament of the commonwealth of England, and
ereGed a council of flate, to a&t and proceed according
to the inftru&tions they fhould from time to time give
them*  The council of ftate was compofed of thirty-
nine perfons 1, and the Commons, who now poflefled
the fupreme authority of the nation without copart-
nerfhip, of no more than ninety; a paucity of number
which fubjected them to much {currilous animadver-
fion and witticifm from the adverfary }.

* The whole executive power of government was, by the inftruc-
tieons of the Commans, committed to the council of ftate, who were
entrufted .with fuch authority for the fpace of one year.

1+ The earls of Denbigh, Mulgrave, Pembreke, Salifbury, lords
Grey, Fairfax, Lifle, lord Grey of Groby, Rolles, St. John, Wilde,
Bradfhaw, Cromwell, Skippon, Pickering, Maffam, Hafelrig, Har-
rington, Vane junior, Danvers, Armine, Mildmay, Conftable, Pen-
nington, Wilfon, Whitlock, Martin, Ludlow, Stapleton, Hevingham,
Wallop, Hutchinfon, Bond, Popham, Valentine, Walton, Scor,
Purefoy, Jones.

1 The parliament made an order, that fuch of the fecluded mem-
bers as would enter their diffent againft the vote, That the King’s
conceffions were a ground for fettling the peace of the nation, fhould
have liberty to refume their feats as fenators. Seven of the fecluded
members, the lealt noxious to the governing powers, on eompliance
with the abovementioned order, received the benefit of this permiffion.
‘Writs to places where the parliament hoped the republican intereft
would prevail were ifued. The eart of Salifbury, for the town of
Lynn in Norfolk, and the Lord Howard of Efcrike, for the city of
Carlifle, were the onlv peers who took the advantage which the law
allowed for their eleCtion inro the reprefentative body.

THREE
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R EP U BL I C 5

TurEE leaders of the King’s party in the laft civil Aen. 1648
war fell a facrifice to the fafety of the infant republic: Triafand exe-

. cution of the
Thefe were, the duke of Hamilton, the earl of Hol- duke of Ha-

milton, with

land, and the lord Capelt, who, in a fentence of gy,
death pafled on them by a fecond high court of juftice, Royalifi
received the punithment due to a vicious ambition,
which had preferred the interefts of a few individuals

to the peace, the happinefs, and the glory of fociety {.

The duke of Hamilton, a weak unfteady man, whofe
conduct had continually fluctuated from the courtier

to the patriot, and from the patriot to the courtier ¥,

+ The Prefbyterian parliament had had fuch a tendernefs for thefe
critninals, that they had only voted them to banifhment, and fined
the duke of Hamilton one hundred thoufand pounds. Hamilton
faid on his trial, That the Scots had had ftronger invitations from
this party to make this invafion than to make the other two againft
the tyranny of Charles’s government.

T A fimilar fentence, by the fame court of juftice, had paffed on
the earl of Norwich and Sir John Owen ; but they obtained a pardon.
On fentence being pafled on Sir John Owen, the thick-fkulled Welch-
man made a low reverence, and told the court, It was a great honor
to a poor gentleman of Wales to lofe his life with fuch noble lords.
Owen was prevented from receiving this mark of diftinction by the
generofity of Ireton,. who reminded the Parliament, that there had
been great endeavors ufed to fave all the lords, but there was one
commoner for whom no man had fpoken a word; he therefore defired
he might be faved by the mere motive and goodnefs of the houfe.

Langhorn, Powell, and Poyer were, by a court-martial, condemned
to caft lots for their lives. Poyer drew the lot of death, and was ac-
cordingly fhot.

* By the duke of Hamilton’s condué&, in keeping clear of any
connection with the Englith parliament after he had entered England
with an army, it is plain that he meant to reftore the King without
terms. Rapin, vol. XII. p. 492, & feq. p. 518, & feg.

died
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6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Anm.1648.  died unregretted by either party; the earl of Holland,
who had added treachery to inconftancy, defpifed by
both parties t+; but the lord Capel, though once diftin-
guifhed as a friend to Liberty, yet as a title had im-
mutably fixed him to the interefts of the crown, in
high renown with the cavaliers, who, miftaking info-
lence for magnanimity, fuperftition for religion, and
an obftinate adherence to particular interefts for pa-
triotifm, have handed him down to pofterity adorned
with all the epithets of heroifm *.

Ann. 1649. IT was not the formidable facions of Cavalier and

Difcontent

and revole of  Prefbyterian alone whofe enmity the Englith Parliament
the Levelless: had at this time to dread. The trueft friends to Liberty
of their own party were difgufted with the oligarchical
form into which they had modelled the government,
and the undivided authority they had aflumed to

1 It was the jealoufy which commonly fubfifts among the fervants
of Kings which had at firft occafioned the earl of Holland to oppofe
the royal intereft ; but finding that the fame talents which make a
great figure in a court are not of the exalted kind to entitle a man
to lead in a popular government, he grew more jealous of the prevail-
ing powers, and entered into thofe meafures for the King’s reftoration
which brought himfelf to the block, in an advanced age and in a de-
clining ftate of health.

* The duke of Hamilton, at his trial, had pleaded independance
on the ¥nglith laws: He was told, that his having accepted an Eng-
lith title, and taken a feat in the Englith parliament, had rendered
him a citizen of England, and fubjedt to its laws. With as little
fuccefs the lord Capel had urged a promife of life from the lord
Fairfax, that general declaring, that, as commander in chief, he had
promifed the prifoner an exemption from military juftice, but without
intention that it thould exempt him from the juftice of the civil au-
thority.  State Trials, vol. L. p. 565, & feq.

themf{elves.
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R EPUSBTLTIC 7

themfelves. A petition, with articles for the fettlement Ann. 1649.
of the nation on a new plan, had been fent up to the
Commons from the general, lord Fairfax, and the
council of officers, immediately after that aflembly

had determined to proceed againft the King’s life.

They demanded, the fovereign authority to be lodged Parl XP{}I*H
in a reprefentative aflembly, compofed of four hun-

dred perfons, biennially elected by counties, cities,

and boroughs, more equally proportioned with eletors

than the prefent diftribution; that all the natives or
denizens of England, being not perfons who received

alms, or fervants receiving wages, fhould have the
privilege of an eletive voice; and that no member of

a council of ftate, nor any officer of any falary forces

in the army or garrifons, nor any treafurer or receiver

of public money, fthould, while fuch, be capable of
eletion in the reprefentative.

Tuese, with fome proper limitations of the fove-
reign power, cautions againft the King’s party having
voices in the eletion of the firft and fecond repefenta-
tive, and propofals relative to the eftablithment of
religious liberty, were the heads of the petition fent
up by the army to the Commons. It was ftyled,
¢ The Agreement of the People;” and was to the
fame purport as a former agreement of the party
called Levellers. The Parliament were not only filent
concerning any intention of diflolving their body
(though their power, according to the propofitions of
the army, was to have terminated con the laft day of
April 1649), but treated with a high tone of authority
thofe of the party who venturcd to fhew difcontent

at
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8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am. 1649 at their proceedings *. A conduct fo ill fuited to the
independant {pirit of the Levellers, provoked them to

* One Lockier fuffered death; and for a petition in which the
party had demanded reformation in point of lawful toleration, in
point of religion, the equal adminiftration of law to perfons of all
conditions, the abolithment of tythes, and other articles of the fame
nature, the petitioners (being troopers) were tried by a court-mar-
tial, and on feveral of them was inflitted the punithment of riding
the wooden horfe. This feverity was fo far from intimidating the
party, that a petition, in which they complained of the arbitrary in-
fluence of three or four military grandees over the fupreme authority
of the nation; and in which they demanded that the government
thould ceafe an illegal profecution they had commenced againft Lil-
bourn and three other leaders of the party, for a pamphlet they had
publifhed, called England’s Second Chains, was figned by ten thou-
fand perfons, and feconded by a female petition of the fame tendency.
Thefe movements of the party not having the effe¢t to intimidate
the government into milder or jufter meafures, Lilbourn and his
three affociates, though under confinement, had the courage to print
a narrative of all that paffed between them and the council of ftate,
with a new model of government, entitled, An Agreement of the
free People of England. It was a better model than any which had
been yet offered to the public; and as it dire&ts the reformation of
all the grievances which the people of England then labored under,
and which to this very day they do with equal weight fuftain, I fhall
give abftracts of the meft important articles. Parliaments were to
be annual, inftead of biennial, and the members not capable of re-
cletion till after the intervention of one reprefentative. The execu-
tive powers of government, during the adjournments of Parliament,
were to be exercifed by committees of Parliament, inftead of a
council of ftate. The exercife of the fupreme power, with the limit-
ations eftablithed by the Petition of Right, was to be bound in all
religious matters, touching the rights of confcience. They were not
empowered to imprefs or conftrain any perfon to military fervice,
cither by fea or land; “ Every man’s con{cience, fays the Agree-
ment, being to be fatisfied in the juftnefs of that caufe wherein he
hazards his own life, or may deftroy another’s.” They were not em-
powered to give judgment on perfon or eftate, in any cafe where

the
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R EP U BLTIC 9

aflemble at Burford, to the number of five thoufand; Ann. 164g.
but though this body were for the moft part foldiers

the laws were filent, or to punifh any perfon for refufing to anfwer
queftions againft himfelf in criminal cafes. They were not empowered
to continue or make any law to prevent any perfon or perfons from
trading in foreign ftates. They were not empowered to continue ex-
cife or cuftoms upon any {ort of food, wares, or commodities longer
than four months after the beginning of the firlt reprefentative;
¢ Being both of them, fays the Agreement, burthenfome and op-
preflive on trade, and expenfive in the receipt.” They were not em-
powered to make or continue any law whereby the real and perfonal
eftate of any fubject fhould be exempted from the payment of their
debts, or to imprifon the perfon of any man for debt; ¢ It being,
fays the Agreement, both unchritian in itfelf, and no advantage to
the creditors.” They were not empowered to continue or make any
law for taking away the life of the fubjet, except for the crime of
murder, for heinous offences deftrutive to human fociety, or for
endeavoring by force to deftroy the Agreement. In capital offences,
recompence was to be made to the party damnified, as well out of the
eftate of the malefactor as by lofs of life. They were not empowered
to impofe minifters on the people, but to give free liberty to the
parifhioners of every parith to choofe fuch as themfelves fhould ap-
prove, provided none to be chofen but fuch as were capable of ele-
ing reprefentatives. ‘They were not empowered to impofe any pub-
lic officer upon any counties, hundreds, cities, towns, or boroughs ;
but thofe fubjects who were capable of eleting reprefentatives were
to choofe all their public officers yearly. They were not empowered
to continue or conflitute any proceedings in law longer than fix
months to the final determination of any caufe. The laws and pro-
ceedings in law were to be in no other language than Englith; nor
was any perfon to be hindered from pleading his own caufe, or the
making ufe of whom he pleafed to plead for him. No perfons were
to be exempted from the ordinary courfe of legal proceedings by
virtue of any tenure, grant, charter, patent, degree, or birth, of any
place of refidence, refuge, or privilege of parliament; and to de-
monftrate beyond contradiction, that the party were not tainted with
any principles of levelling but thofe which fupport the rights of Na-
ture and equal government, the Agreement concludes with an in-

Vor. V. C junction,
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10 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am. 1649. and veterans, yet, deceived by a promife from Crom-
Redution of Well of a delay of hoftilities, they were unexpectedly

thatparty  attacked by a fuperior number of troops, under the
command of Reynolds, and entirely defeated *
Affairs of AN oppofition which at firft appeared formidable thus
Hreland. fuddenly crufhed, procured to the new government a
reputation and ftability which enabled them to give a
ferious and effectual attention towards compofing the
Clarendon. diftracted fituation of the public affairs in Ireland. No
Borlafe. fooner had the city of Dublin been delivered up to the
Coner:  Parliament’s commiffioners, than the Popifth fation
'Sl;z}:tir-ll(’):;)sers, began to repent a perverfenefs of conduét which had

occafioned fuch an additional ftrength to the enemy.
A confiderable victory obtained by Jones over Prefton,
and another over the lord Taaffe by Inchiquin, in
Munfter, fo difpirited the nobility and gentry of the
Pale, that they offered their fubmiffion to Jones, pro-
vided they might have the benefit of the late peace.
Thefe terms of {fubmiffion were refufed by Jones with
as much difdain as they had before been rejected by
the Irith when courted to accept them from the King;
a circumftance which, with the apprehenfions of the

junétion, That it thould net be in the power of the reprefentative to
level mens eftates, deftroy property, or make all things common.
Divers citizens of London, and the inhabitants of the county of
Eflex, prefented two ineffeCtual petitions to Parliament, in favor of
the authors of this Agreement. Parl. Hift. vol. XIX. p. 49, & feg.
p. 110, & feq.

* The infurre&ion of the Levellers was regarded in fo formidable
a light by the Parliament, that Fairfax and Cromwell were both at
the head of the party which was fent againft them,

Englith~-
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