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tempt to relieve Rochelle.———Death of Buckingham. Another
attempt to relieve Rochelle. Rachelle taken by the French
King wm—wPeace concluded with France. Merchants impri-
Joned. Wentworth bought off from the popular party——.
New feffions of parliament.—me—Diffoltetionama—Imprifonment of

Jeveral members of parliament.

HE Petition of Right, though it did not pro- Am. 16:s.
duce a change in the conftitution, yet it con-
firmed to the fubje&t every privilege which
their anceftors had, for any length of time, enjoyed,
fince the Norman Conqueft had given the fatal blow to
that enlarged fyftem of liberty introduced by the Sax-
ons, Notwithftanding the importance of this event, no
lefs threatening were the {ymptoms at the breaking up
of this parliament, than had been thofe that attended the
preceding ones: A precipitate conclufion of the feflions;
Vo, I B anger

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067577
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06757-7 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 2
Catharine Macaulay

Excerpt

More information

2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Amn.1628. anger and diftruft on both fides; a remonftrance com-
pofed of difgraceful truths, that fer in a full light the
infamous practices, and contemptible management of
the government. Had Charles given his extorted aflent
to the Bill of Rights with a feeming alacrity, the Com-
mons would have been inclined to have thrown the
mantle of oblivion over paft offences; but his evafions
and delays had not only excited a dangerous jealoufy,
but had taken away all pretence of merit from the
forced compliance. This head-ftrong prince, notwith-
ftanding he had received the greateft fubfidy that was
ever granted to any king of England; notwithftanding
the manifeft indications which the parliament had thewed
that they intended to give him a legal right to the reve-
nue arifing from tonnage and poundage; concluded the
feflions with indecent warmth, becaufe the Commons
had declared that he had no right to fuch impofitions
without confent of parliament. Had he fquared his
conduct by the rules of common policy, on the remon-
ftrance prefented to him on this {ubje&, he would have
offered to have prolonged the feflions till a bill of ton-
nage and poundage could have been perfetted. This
would have diftrefled the popular members, who fuf-
pecting that he would foon violate the laws he had
lately confirmed, when releafed from the fhackles of a
parliament, wanted to leave him in a fituation that
would render another meeting of this aflembly necef-
fary ; and had carefully avoided touching on this cap-
tious fubject till the Petition of Right was clearly pafled.
This fagacious condu¢t in the Commons, no doubt,
arofe from the impolitic arguments which had been con-
tinually urged by the courtiers to bring them to comply

with
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C H ARULES L 3

with the demands of the crown. They endeavoured to Asn.i6:z8.
intimidate, by reprefenting that if minifterial meafures
were oppofed, the king would affume cvery part of
the legiflature, and govern without parliaments. Thefe
fuggeftions might give warning, but could not firike
terror. Such a government muft ever be regarded as
a tyranny, and confequently its duration be very pre-
carious; whereas if, with a prefervation of the forms
of the conftitution, the Commons had tamely yielded
to the King the power he had affumed, Liberty would
have been irrecoverably loft, and abfolute monarchy
eftablithed by law.

Tae numberlefs inftances in which Charles had vio-
lated the laws of the land, roufed the attention of the
nation to develop the real genius of the conftitution ;
and the accuracy with which the Commons at this pe-
riod examined the legal rights of the monarchy, may
be attributed to an impolitic exertion of power, that
<rouded into one point of view all the oppreflive ufurp-
ations of the crown.

Tue firt military exploit which the miniftry engaged Attempt to
in after the diffolution of the parliament, was an at- hette,
tempt to relieve Rochelle. At the prefling inftancés of
the duke de Soubife, and deputies from this town, the
carl of Denbigh, with a fleet that confifted of ten fhips
of the line, and fixty fmaller vefiels, was fent to fuccour
the befieged with a recruit of men and victuals. A
complication of treachery, ignorance, and cowardice, that
appeared in the conduét of this expedition, rendered it

B 2 aboitive;
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4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Ann, 1628, abortive; and Charles was either apparently betrayed
by his fervants and creatures, or himfelf an accomplice
in a deceit that muft needs prove the fhipwreck of his
confcience and his honour, and the diffipation of that
treafure which he had dearly purchafed from the laft

Du Cheyne. parliament, May the firft, the Englifh fleet anchored at
Charleboy, in the road of Rochelle; on the eighth day, by
the means of a high tide, and a ftrong favourable wind,
a fhallop, that carried the news of their arrival, got fafe
into the harbour.

THE inhabitants, thus advertifed of the approach of
their allies, erected fignals on the top of their towers,
and difcharged their cannon, to fhew that they were
ready to attack the enemy, and favour, by a diverfion,
the entry of the deftined fuccours. After an ineffetual
attempt to pafs a bar which the French had made to
prevent the paflage of the Englith fhips, a council of
war was called. The majority of the Englith captains
gave it as their opinion, that the Rochellers had deceived
them in their account of the facility of the enterprize,
The vice-admiral and another ofhicer, named Car, ex-
claimed againft the backwardnefs of the reft; and the
French hugonots in the fleer, whofe whole forces con-
fifted of two or three and twenty fmall veflels, offered,
with the affiftance of four merchant-thips well armed,
and three fire-thips, with a proportionable number of
foldiers, to fling fuccours into the place: With this offer
the Rochellers agreed to pay for all the Englith fhips
that might mifcarry in the attempt. Denbigh excufed
himfelf on the impracticability of ir, and on the words

of
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C HAQRTULES L 3

of his commiffion, which were, not to fight unlefs pre- Ann. 1628.
vioufly attacked by the enemy. ¥He obftinately refufed to

give any afliftance towards the relief of the diftrefled town;

and notwithftanding the tears and prayers of the deputies

from Rochelle, he fet fail and returned to England. On

the depofition of Andrew Le Brun, a Frenchman, con- Ephem Parl.
cerning Denbigh’s remifinefs, a letter was fent by the coun- p226, & o1
cil to the lord high admiral Buckingham, fignifying, that

it was the king’s pleafure that the earl of Denbigh, with

an addition to his fleet of other fhips prepared at Portf: Guthrie, vol.
mouth and Plymouth, fhould return back to relieve the P 85
town of Rochelle. This mandate was difobeyed. Den-

bigh remained at home; and Buckingham, who enter-

tained the project of appearing once more in a military

capacity, caufed ten fhips to be built, with other prepa-

rations towards the fitting out a naval armament that

thould be equal to the dignity of the commander. The

earl of Marlborough, the prefent treafurer, was difmiffed

from his office, as a man whofe frugal difpofition might

be a bar to the deftined expence of the expedition ; and

Sir Richard Wefton, the prefent chancellor of the Exches

quer, a notorious papift, and an approved creature of
Buckingham, was promoted to the treafurer’s ftaff, with

the title of earl of Portland. On the vaft preparations

made for this expedition, it is reported that all the fub-

fidies given by parliament had been expended.

Bucxincuam had repaired to Portfmouth, in order to Deathof
. . . Buckicgham,
furvey the preparations for the intended embarkation,
when, on the twenty-third of Auguft, whilft he was talk-
ing with warmth to the duke de Soubife, and other French
officers,.
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6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

Amn. 1628, officers *, on his inclining his head to give directions to
Sir Thomas Fryer, he received a deadly wound from an
unfeen hand, that ftruck a knife into his heart. He
withdrew the fatal inftrument, fell proftrate on the
ground, and expired inftantaneoufly t, to the furprize
and horror of the by-ftanders, who looked with fufpi-
cious afpeéts on the French gentlemen, whofe gefticula-
tions had been very vehement in this converfation. The
zecal of his attendants, who were running about with
drawn fwords, in queft of the affaflin, might have been
productive of mifchief, if, in the midft of the confufion,
a hat had not been found, in the infide of which was
fewed a paper that contained part of that remonftrance
of the Commons which declared the defunét an obftacle
to the peace and fafety of the kingdom, and the prime
caufe of all its grievances. This difcovery preferved the
foreigners from the danger of a maffacre. It was im-
mediately concluded that the owner of the hat muft be
the murderer. In the midft of the anxiety that the ap-
prehenfion of not overtaking the fugitive occafioned, a
man ftepped forth, and prefenting himfelf to the com-

Remworth, pany, faid, “ I am the perfon who committed the ac-

vel-l-p-635 tion ; let not the innocent fuffer.” This affaffin proved

* Buckingham had been communicating fome advices he had re-
ceived, as if a convoy had got into Rochelle. This he communicated
to the duke de Soubife, and the French gentlemen in his train, who
infifted with great vehemence that this advice was falfe, and only in-
tended to retard the expedition.

+ Clarendon, in his pompous hiftory of the civil wars, very ferioufly
tells a long ftory of the ghoft of Sir George Villiers, the father of
Buckingham, appearing feveral times, and prefaging the death of his
fon. Clarendon’s Hiftory of the Civil Wars, fol. Ox. 1702, vol. L. p. 34.

o
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CHARLTES S I 7

to be one John Felton, a man that was brave, honeft, Ann. 1628.
and confcientious ; but melancholy, revengeful *, and
enthufiaftical. He had ferved in the fltaticn of a lieute-
nant under Buckingham, in his expedition to the ifle of
Rhee, and had conceived a perfonal averfion to him for
his having promoted an officer over his head +. The
loud complaints of the nation, coinciding with his pri-
vate refentment, inflamed the melancholy revengeful hu-
mours in his compofition to a black phrenzy, and his
enthufiafm prompted him to render himfelf, by an indi-
re¢t means, an inftrument of juftice on the declared enemy
of the public.

Taus, by the arm of a melancholy lunatic, fell this
object of almoft-univerfal hatred, George Villiers, duke
of Buckingham : a man, who, with no other eminent
qualities than what were proper to captivate the hearts
of the weakeft part of the female fex, had been raifed
by thefe qualities to be the fcourge of three kingdoms ;
and, by his peftilent intrigues, the chief caufe of that
diftrefs which the French proteftants at this time lan-
guifhed under: a man, whofe extraordinary influence
over two fucceflive princes, will ferve, among other ex-
amples of this kind, as an everlafting monument of the
conternptible government that magnanimous nations

* Felton having received an injury, cut oft a piece of his little fin-
ger, and fent it with a challenge to the gentleman who had affronted
him, with this meffage: That he valued not the expofing his whole
body to deftrution, fo he might have an opportunity to be revenged.
Rufbworth, vol. 1. p.638.

T Befides this injury, he had long waited in vain for his arrears ofi
pay. Complete Hif. of England, vol. 111, p. 45.

muil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067577
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06757-7 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 2
Catharine Macaulay

Excerpt

More information

8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am. 1628, muft fubmit to, who groan under the mean, though op-
preflive yoke of an arbitrary {way, entrufted to the ca-
price of individuals.

‘THE expenfive parade of the courtiers in thefe times,
and the glitter that furrounded the minions of royalty,
can be by no fingle example fo fully illuftrated as by
the account of Buckingham’s body-ornaments: The jew-
els he left behind him were eftimated at three hundred
thoufand pounds; a fum which, at the intereft that mo-
ney then bore, would have brought in an income of
twenty thoufand pounds a-year. Charles was perform-
ing a public a¢t of devotion when the death of his fa-
vourite was made known to him: The compofure that
appeared in his countenance on the recital of this affaf-
fination, gave the by-ftanders a notion that he was not
difpleafed with an incident that rid him of the man who
effectually deprived him of the love and good opinion
of his fubjects. His after-deportment convinced the
public that he retained the fame fond affetion to his
memory that he had thewn to his perfon. He not only
continued to heap favours on his whole tribe of kin-
dred, but on all thofe dependants which had attached
themfelves to his fortune; and paid a vaft debt which
he had contradted *. Felton was carried to London,

* Charles was within four miles of Portfmouth when the account
of his favourite’s death was made known to him. He was on his
knees at prayers; no difcompofure appeared in his a&ions, nor altera-
tion in his countenance, till the fervice was over, when he retired to
his chamber, and threw himfelf on his bed ; where he gave vent to his
forrow in a flood of tears, and paffionate expreflions of regard to the
memory of the deceafed.  Clarend. Hift. vol. 1. p. 25.

It
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C HARTLTES L 9

where he underwent feveral examinations before the Ann. 1628.
council. Laud, who had been lately promoted to the
bithoprick of London, fuggefted a fufpicion that the Pu-
ritans were at the bottom of the mifchief, and threat-
cned the delinquent with the rack *. Felton told them
that if that was to be his cafe, he did not know whom
he might name in the extremity of torture; and if
what he fhould then fay was to go for truth, he could
not tell whether his lordthip the bifhop of London, or
which of the lords at the council-board, he might ac-
cufe ; for torture would draw unexpected things from
him. By a refolution of the King and council, the
judges were confulted on the queftion, whether Felton
might legally be put to the torture? The judges deter-
mined in the negative; and the King gracioufly declared,
that fince it could not be done by law, he would not, in
this point, ufe his prerogative. On Thurfday, the twenty- Rufhworth,
feventh of November, Felton was brought to his trial. %ﬁi&ﬁ“‘
The unhappy enthufiat felt fo exquifite a remorfe for ;‘fl;ﬁ?‘ 1682,
the crime he had committed, that on the court’s paff-

Tt was reported that Charles, to fhew his affefion for his departed
favourite, gave a command for a magnificent funeral. The treafurer
diverted the project by telling him, that the teftimony of his favour
would be more lafting, if, inftead of that tranfitory pomp, he was to
erect a ftately monument to his memory. Charles affented to this pro-
pofition ; but when he renewed the fubje of the monument, the
treafurer evaded the King’s intention by the following fpeech: ¢ Sir,
I am loath to tell your majefty what the world will fay, both at home
and abroad, if you fhould raife a monument for the duke before you
erect one for your father.” The Reign of Charles, by H. L. fol. ed. 663,
p-91, & Jfog.

* He had been frequently examined concerning this queftion, and
conftantly denied that he had any prompters to this aftion. Rufiweril,:
vol. I. p. 638.

Vour. II, C ing
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10 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am.16:5. ing fentence of death upon him, he offered that hand
to be cut off which did the fact. Though the court dif-
claimed this requeft, as not within the compafs of the
law, and out of their power to grant, Charles fent to
the judges to intimate his defire that Felton’s hand might
be cut off before execution of the fentence of death.
The judges returned anfwer, that the king’s will could
not be complied with ; for in all murders the judgment
was the fame, unlefs when the flatute of the 25 E. IIL
altered the nature of the offence.

Xymers Fe- - On the death of Buckingham, the command of the
xviiL. p.  fleet deftined to the relief of Rochelle was given to the
roes: ear] of Lindfey. Notwithftanding the money that had
been already expended, when the thips ftores came to be
infpected, they were found deficient both in quantity
and quality ; and the preparations were not ready till
the eighth of September, when the French had finithed
a mole acrofs the harbour, which rendered the relief
of the town very difficult, if not impoffible. When the
fleet came before Rochelle, they made feveral vain at-
tempts on the mole; two days were fpent in cannonad-
ing the works, without damage on either fide; and the
duke de Soubife began to fufpect that the Englith com-
mander, who had fent feveral private meflages into the
French camp, was treating feparately with the enemvy.
On receiving intelligence that the town could not hold
out above two days, he offered, with the French fhips,
to attemnpt the mole, if the Englifh would promife to
follow him. The count of Laval propofed, with artifi-
cial mines, contrived in three fhips lined with bricks, to at-
tempt to blow it up. Both thefe propofals were rejected

in
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