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HOUGH the re&itude of my intention has
hitherto been, and, I truft in God! ever
will be, my fupport, in the laborious tatk of

delineating the political hiftory of this country, yet I
think it incumbent on me to give the public my rea-
{ons for undertaking a {ubje& which has been already
treated of by {everal ingenious and learned men.
From my early youth I have read with delight
thofe hiftories that exhibit Liberty in its moft exalted
ftate, the annals of the Roman and the Greek repub-
lics. Studies like thefe excite that natural love of free-
dom which lies latent in the breaft of every rational
being, till it is nipped by the froft of prejudice, or
blafted by the influence of vice.

Tue effe@ which almoft conftantly attends fuch
reading operated on my inclinations in the ftrongeft
manner, and Liberty became the obje& of a fecondary
worthip in my delighted imagination. A mind thus
difpofed can never {fee through the medium held up
by party-writers ; or incline to that extreme of can-
dour which, by colouring the enormous vices, and

magnifying
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magnifying the petty virtues, of wicked men, con-
found together in one undiftinguithed groupe, the ex-
alted patriots that have illuftrioufly figured in this
country, with thofe time-ferving placemen who have
facrificed the moft effential interefts of the public to
the bafenefs of their private affe@ions.

Taz focieties of the modern ages of the world are
not conftituted with powers to bring to an impartial
tribunal men trufted in the higher offices of the ftate.
Fame is the only reward which, in the prefent times,
true virtue hath to hope; and the only punifhment
which the guilty great have to apprehend, is eternal in-
famy. The weight of punifhment ought ever to be
determined by the importance of the confequences
which attend the crime: In this ballance the vices of
men in public characters can admit of no alleviation.
A good citizen is a credit to his country, and me-
rits the approbation of every virtuous man. Patriots
who have facrificed their tender affeions, their pro-
perties, their lives, to the intereft of fociety, deferve
a tribute of praife unmixed with any alloy. With
regret do I accufe my country of inattention to the
moft exalted of their benefactors: Whillt they enjoy
privileges unpofleflfed by other nations, they have loft
a juft fenfe of the merit of the men by whofe virtues
thefe privileges were attained ; men that, with the
hazard and even the lofs of their lives, attacked the

4 formidable
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formidable pretenfions of the Stewart family, and fet
up the banners of liberty againft a tyranny which had
been eftablithed for a feries of more than one hundred
and fifty years; and this by the exertion of faculties,
which, if compared with the barren produce of mo-
dern times, appear more than human. Neglec is not
the only crime committed againft thefe facred characters.
Party prejudice, and the more deteftable principle of
private intereft, have painted the memoirs of paft times
in {fo falfe a light, that it is with difficulty we can
trace features, which, if juftly defcribed, would exalt
the worthies of this country beyond the fame of any
fet of men, which the annals of other nations can at
any one period produce.

To do juftice therefore to the memory of our illuf~
trious anceftors to the utmoft extent of my fmall abi-
lities, ftill having an eye to public liberty, the ftandard
by which I have endeavoured to meafure the virtue of
thofe characters that are treated of in this hiftory, is
the principal motive that induced me to undertake this
intricate part of the Englifh hiftory. If the execution
is deficient, the intention muft be allowed to be meri-
torious ; and if the goodnefs of my head may juftly be
queftioned, my heart will ftand the teft of the moft
critical examination. In this country, where luxury
has made a great progrefs, it is not to be fuppofed that
the people of fortune will fathom the depth of politics,

b or
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or examine the voluminous colle@ions in which can only
be found a faithful reprefentation of the important
tranfactions of paft ages. It is the bufinefs of an hif-
torian to digeft thefe, and to give a true and accurate
fenfe of them to the public. I have ever looked upon
a {fuppofed knowledge of fa&s feen in the falfe mirror
of mifreprefentation as one of the great banes of this
country. Individuals may err, but the public judg-
ment is infallible. They only want a juft information
of fa&s to make a proper comment. Labour, to at-
tain truth, integrity to fet it in its full light, are indif-
penfible duties in an hiftorian. I can affirm that Tam
not wanting in thofe duties. The invidious cenfures
which may enfue from ftriking into a path of literature
rarely trodden by my fex, will not permit a felfith con-
{ideration to keep me mute in the caufe of liberty and
virtue, whilft the do@rine of {lavery finds {o many in-
terefted writers to defend it by fraud and fophiftry, in
oppofition to the common reafon of mankind and the
experience of every age, Abfurd as are the principles
and notions, on which the do&rine of arbitrary power
is eftablithed, there have been ever in this country
found many to adopt it. The vulgar are at all times
liable to be deccived, and this nation has ever produced
a number of bad citizens, who, prone to be ccrrupted,
have been the ready tools of wicked minifters and the
zealous partizans, In a caufe big with the ruin of the
ftate, and the deftru&ion of that felicity which the in-

dividuals
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INTRODUCTION. x1

dividuals of this country have for fome years enjoyed.
It is juftly remarked by an able writer, ¢ That there
may be a fa&ion for the crown as well as againft it,
and confpiracies againft freedom as well as againft pre-
rogative.” Whofoever attempts to remove the limita-
tions neceflary to render monarchy confiftent with li-
berty, are rebels in the worft fenfe ; rebels to the laws
of their country, the law of nature, the law of reafon,
and the law of God. Can there be fuch men? was I
to put the queftion to my own heart, it would anfwer,
that it was impoflible there thould be fuch. But the
annals of this country have a thameful tale to tell, that
{fuch a fa&ion has ever exifted in this flate, from the
carlieft period of our prefent conftitution.

Tuis fa@ion has not only prevented the eftablifhing
any regular {yftem to preferve or improve our liberties;
but lie at this time in wait for the firft opportunity that
the imperfections of this government may give them, to
deftroy thofe rights, which have been purchafed by the
toil and blood of the moft exalted individuals that ever
adorned humanity. To thew the caufes of fo great
a malignancy it will be neceffary to obferve, that there
are in every fociety a number of men to whom tyranny
is in fome meafure profitable ; men devoid of every
virtue and qualification requifite to rife in a free {tate.
The emoluments and favours they gain for fupporting
tyranny, are the only means by which they can obtain

b 2 diftin&ions,
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diftin&tions, which in every equal government are the
rewards of public fervice. The felfith affections of
thefe men, exalted above worthier citizens, fancy a re-
compenfe in this exaltation ample enough for the facri-
fice of their liberty. To avoid the cenfures of injured
pofterity, their children are brought up in the doérine
of a neceflary fervitude, and are taught to regard the
champions of liberty as the difturbers of the peace of
mankind. Hence is produced a numerous clafs of men,
who baving been educated in the principles of {lavery,
become the deluded inftruments of all the villainous
purpofes of mean ambition.

Some there are, who envying the reputation which
illuftrious characters have acquired, bend their endea-
vours to deftroy the genuine notions of virtue and pub-
lic utility, on which the fame of great men is built.
Others, whofe aftections are of {o bafe an alloy, that
they envy the independency which every individual of
this country niay enjoy, and would willingly forfeit
that natural privilege to {uperior tyrants, provided they
might have the power of domincering over the lower
clafs of people. Others again, who having drudged
through what is called a regular education, with much
learning or rather reading, but without judgment to
have acquired any real knowledge, become a magazine
of other men’s conceits, and commence the difciples of
the firft doctrine which accident flings in their way.

"Thefe
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Thefe fcholars, in the purfuit of {cience, lofe the dif-

tin&ions of common fenfe, and are as obflinately fixed
in the prejudices of the authors with whom they have
converfed, as if thefe prejudices were the produce of
their own imaginations. Hence proceed thofe oppofite
opinions among the {peculative part of mankind in re-
gard to popular and monarchical privileges. All men
can acquire the jargon of terms, but the depth of fci-
ence is only to be attained by genius. The greater
proportion of ignorance there may be in a difputant,
the more reluéant he is to give way to reafoning that
contradi¢ts the borrowed opinions which he has taken
in the grofs; he looks with a fovereign contempt on his
antagonift, not becaufe he can confute his arguments,
but becaufe his arguments contradi& the tenets that have
been laid down by Hobbs, and other writers of that
ftamp. Unequal to the combat, he fkirmithes at a dif-
tance, wilfully converfes in generals, and never enters
into thofe particulars which may inveftigate the {fubje&.
Men like thefe, without the defire of attaining truth,
wrangle but for victory ; and if they have fenfe enough
to fee their miftakes, they never have candor enough
to acknowledge them.

Tue general education of the Englith youth is not
adapted to cherifh thofe generous fentiments of inde-
pendency, which is the only charaeriftic of a real gen-
tleman, The bufinefs of the public fchools is nothing

more
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mose than to teach the rudiments of grammar, and a
certain degree of perfe@ion in the Latin and Greek
tongues. Whilft the languages of thefe once illuftrious
nations are the objects of attention, the divine precepts
which they taught and pra&ifed are totally neglected.
From the circle of thefe barren ftudies, the {chool-boy
is tranfplanted into the univerfity. Here he is fuppofed
to be initiated in every branch of knowledge which dif-
tinguifhes the man of education from the ignorant herd ;
but here, as I am told and have great reafon to believe,
are taught do&rines little calculated to form patriots to
fupport and defend the privileges of the fubje in this
limited monarchy. ¢ In thefe {feats of education, fays
an ingenious author, inftead of being formed to love
their country and conflitution, the laws and liberties of
it, they are rather difpofed to love arbitrary government,
and to become flaves to abfolute monarchy. A change
of intereft, provocation, or fome other confideration,
may fet them right as to the public; but they have no
inward principle of love to their country and of public
liberty ; {o that they are eafily brought to like flavery,
if they may be made the tools for managing it.” The
ftudy of hiftory is little cultivated in thefe feminaries,
and not at all thofe fundamental principles of the Eng-
lith conftitution on which our anceftors founded a {fyftem
of government, in which the liberty of the fubjet is as
abfolutely inftituted as the dignity of the fovereign.*‘

* I take this opportunity of mentioning the late excellent inftitution
in
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Yet the knowledge of thefe fundamental principles are
as neceffary to underftand this {yftem of government,
as the knowledge of them was neceffary to conftru&
it.

Tue form of the conftitution may be preferved,
when the {pirit of it is loft ; and nothing is more likely
to happen, whilft thofe perfons who are conftituted to
maintain it, are ignorant of thofe fundamental princi-
ples, on which the barriers, that defend civil liberty
from prerogative, are founded. Prejudiced with a love
of {lavery, or at leaft ignorant of the advantages of li-
berty, the laft part of the education of the men of
fortune in this country, is what is called the tour of
Europe, that is a refidence for two or three years in
the countries of France and Italy. This is the finifh-
ing ftroke that renders them ufelefs to all the good pur-
pofes of preferving the birth-right of an Englithman.
Without being able to diftinguith the different natures
of different governments, their advantages, their dif-
advantages ; without being able to comprehend how
infinitely they affe&t the intereft and happinefs of indi-
viduals, they grow charmed with every thing that is fo-
reign, are caught with the gaudy tinfel of a fuperb

in the univerfity of Oxford; of a profeffion of the common law of
England ; which, if carried on with the {ame ability and fpirit thar
Dr. Blackftone has begun it, muft be productive of the greateft public
utlity.

court,
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court, the frolic levity of unrefle&ting flaves, and
thus deceived by appearances, are rivetted in a tafte for
{ervitude.

Tuese are the caufes which occafion the irrational
inclinations of many of the Englith people in regard to
government : and would to God that thefe, tho’ very
important in themf{elves, were the only ones that liberty
had to fear. In forming of this government a latent
evil crept into the vitals of the ftate, and hath in the
courfe of time poifoned every part of the conftitution.
Corruption, that undermining mifchief, hath fapped
the foundation of a fabric, whofe building was cement-
ed with the blood of our beft citizens. The growing
evil hath fpread far and wide, tainted the minds of
men with {uch an incurable degeneracy, that the virtue
of our forefathers is become the ridicule of every mo-
dern politician.

IT is become an eftablithed maxim, that corruption
is a neceflary engine of government. There are fome
amongft us who have not been athamed to fay, that it
is proper for the other parts of the legiflature to depend
on the monarch by corruption. How oppofite this is
to the genius and {pirit of our conftitution, is too appa-
rent to need a proof. That the confequences of it are
already feverely felt in this country, our debts and heavy
taxes fatally demonftrate. How deftruétive it is to

7 every
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every virtue that preferves fociety, or dignifies human
nature, is as apparent. ‘This is a fad but certain truth,
that corruption is fo general amongft us that it has
diffolved the facred bonds of mutual truft. By the
influence of bribery, every man in thefe days has a
triple temptation to {in againft. his country: The emo-
luments of favour; the fear of being laughed at for
his honefty; of being abandoned by his aflociates,
and left fingle to ftand the infults of a vicorious
faction.

Ir I have digrefled from the fubjet I fet out
with, which was to inform the public of my in-
tention in writing this hiftory, they will, I hope,
excufe a warmth which national evils have excited
in a breaft zealous in the caufe of Liberty, and at-
tached with a fervent devotion to the civil rights of
my country. There remains nothing now but to
affure my readers that I fhall finith this morfel of
hiftory, to the acceflion of the Brunfwick Line,
with the fame indefatigable induftry that I have
executed this fmall part of it: and having nothing
fo much in view as the inveftigation of truth, fhall
purfue it with an integrity that, I think, cannot
juftly be called in queftion by the moft invidious

inquiﬁtors.

c THE
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xviii INTRODUCTION,

Tue inaccuracies of ftile which may be found in
this compofition, will, I hope, find favour from the
candour of the public; and the defecs of a female
hiftorian, in thefe points, not weighed in the ballance
of fevere criticifm,

A D-
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ADDRESS to LIBERTYY.

H, firft and moft benevolent of powers !
Come from eternal {plendors; here on earth,
Againft defpotic pride, and rage, and luft,
To fhield mankind ; to raife them to aflert
‘The native rights and honour of their race.
Teach me, thy loweft fubje&, but in zeal
Yielding to none, the PROGRESS OF THY REIGN ;
And with a ftrain from thee enrich the Mufe :
As Tuee alone fhe ferves, her patron Trou,
And great infpirer be! Then will the joy,
Tho’ narrow life her lot, and private fhade.
And when her venal voice fhe barters vile,
Or to thy open or thy fecret foes,
May ne’er thofe facred raptures touch her more,
By {lavifh hearts unfelt! and may her Worx
Sink in oblivion with the namelefs crew,
Vermin of ftate! to thy o’erflowing light
'That owe their being, yet betray thy caufe.

THOMSON.
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ERRATA.

Note, page 17, line 13, read so confer on any matter of that nature—text, p. 18, L. 3,
tead, inftead of public utiiity, the good of the public—note, p. 45, L 6, réad oecafion to
call all to new guefiion—note, p.74, 1.3, read apoffafia—note, p.74, 1. 10, for repentyr
read refentyr—note, p. 74, L. 12, for faire read faira—mote, p. 74, 1. 13, for fera
read fera—p. 76, 1. 21, read Seymour—note, p. 85, 1. 2, read giweth ufe, but no pro-
priety, meaning property—note, p. g5, L. 2o, read p. j46—note, p. g6, 1. 6, read
card. bolder—p. 97, L 5, for dboit read dbbor—note, p. 120, 1. 6, dele s/~—note, p.
120, 1. 14, for defign read defire—note, p. 120, 1. 31, read 2go for 240—note, p. 122,
1.9, read from Mr. Jobn Hales to Sir Dudley Carleton—p. 157, the fentence beginning,
By Fames’s manner, &c. ought to be a note—p. 157, L. 27, read awas 1o obtamn a jup-
ply for bis neceffities—text, p. 229, L. 20, read the prince—note, p. 250, l. 22, read
Jeire facias—text, p. 259, line 22, read be cbtained—p. 308, quotation from Ruth-
worth, p.zo7—p. 329, . 28, read oppreffion for oppojition—note, p. 365, 1. 5, read p. g
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