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Confpiracy againft
A Parliament.

Acceffion. of Fames.—Treaty with France.
the King.——Conference at Hampton-Court.
Treaty of peace with Spain.

N the deceafe of Elizabeth, James VI. of Scot- Ann. 1603.
land fucceeded to the throne of England. By
the connetion of the family of the Stewarts with
the Tudors, through Margaret the daughter of Henry VII,
he claimed fuperiority of title ; butto the nomination of
Elizabeth he owed his peaceable afcent to the throne.
This princefs, by a long reign and many favourable
concurring circumftances, had gained an entire afcen-
dency over the hearts and opinions of her fubjets, not-
withftanding that, during the courfe of her government,
the had exerted very arbitrary principles of fovereignty ;
to which fhe was enabled by the yet cherithed opinion of
royal prerogative, and the continuation of the fame re-
ligious factions which had fupported a like exertion in
the reign of her father Henry VIII and her fifter Mary.
B Evriza-
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Ann. 1603. ErizaseTH died on March 24, 1603, after a pro-
{perous reign of forty-four years. Her good fortune is
in nothing more confpicuous, than in the unmerited
fame it has to this day preferved to her. The vices of
this princefs were {uch as could not exift with a good heart,
nor her weaknefles with a good head: but to the unac-
countable caprice of party-zeal fhe owes the reputation
of qualities that would do honour to a maftuline mind.

James pro- Six hours after her deceafe, James her fucceflor was

claimed.

proclaimed. Great was the impatience of the people to
behold their new {fovereign; no lefs impatient was their
fovereign to take pofleflion of his new dignity. His imme-
diate journey from Edinburgh to London followed the
joyful news of his acceflion*. The concourfe of peo-
ple which 1idlenefs, curiofity, and intereft, had brought
together, was {o offenfive to him during his progrefs,
that he iflued out a proclamation forbidding fuch a tu-
multuous refort. His ignorance of the laws of England,
and the high idea he had conceived of his prefent power
by the arbitrary proceedings of his predeceflors, made
him, upon his arrival at Newark, guilty of the abfurd
swow's An-  violence of hanging a thief without form or trial +. His

ls, 1631, . . .
;f;u. 3 feverity was foon after exercifed on Valentine Thomas,

* The following is a curious paffage in a letter which James wrote
from Edinburgh te the lord-mayor, aldermen, and common-council of
London, on hearing that he had been proclaimed king. ¢ Do alt
whatfoever things you fhall find neceffary or expedient for the good
government of the faid city in execution of juftice, as you have been
ufed to do in our deareft fifter’s time, till our pleafure be known unto
you to the contrary.” MSS. in Br. Mufeum, fol. 7021. no. 23.

1 The manner in which he was addreffed by his new fubjeéts did
not a little contribute to give him romantic notions of his prefent for-

tune,
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J A MES L 3

of whom he had complained to Elizabeth that he had ann. 1603.
calumniated his conduét. This unfortunate man was in

prifon on this account, at the time of James’s acceflion ;

who immediately brought him to a trial, and obtained his
condemnation on the pretence of a confpiracy againft Stow, p.8z;.
Elizabeth and fome of her council.

THe firft national tranfation in which he engaged, Treaty with
was a treaty with France, extorted from him by the im- "™
portunity of Rofny f, whom Henry IV. had {ent into
England for that purpofe. The articles contained a de-
fenfive league between France and England, and offen-
five, if the Spaniards, who were the then dreaded power
in Europe, fhould attempt the Netherlands. This fuccefs
of Rofny was extraordinary, becaufe James had an aver-
fion to the Dutch for their principles of freedom. His
chief counfellor at this time was Cecil, created by him
fucceflively lord Efflindon, vifcount Cranbourn, and earl
of Salifbury§. The prefent favour of this minifter fur-
prifed every body; he was naturally odious to James on
account of his father’'s enmity to Mary, and his own
oppofition to his partizan the earl of Effex : but this cun-

tune. The letter which the council wrote to him to notify their hav-
ing proclaimed him king, begins with thefe words : ¢ Right high,
right excellent, and mighty prince, and our dread fovereign lord.”

I Afterwards Duc de Sully. It appears from Sully’s Memoirs that
both the kings of France and Spain diftributed large fums among
James’s minifters and courtiers, to bribe them to their refpective in-
terefts.

§ James was fo lavith of his favours, thatin the courfe of this year
he created fourteen peers ; and from April 6 to May 20, he had made
two hundred and thirty-feven knights. The earl of Southampton and
the young earl of Effex were reftored to their titles.

B 2 ning
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4 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Ao 1603. ning courtier had ingratiated himfelf by a fecret com-
merce during the latter years of Elizabeth’s life. Not
fo was the fate of Sir Walter Raleigh, a leader in all the

intrigues in which Cecil had been engaged, excepting the
laft.

Confpiracy. Amoxc the many difcontented courtiers which a change
of royal favour had occafioned, Raleigh and the lords
Grey and Cobham were the moft turbulent. Their in-
difcretion ran fo high as to affect their lives and fortunes.
A kind of confpiracy * with Aremberg the Flemith am-
baflador was charged againft them and three other com-
moners, viz. Sir Griffith Markham, Antheny Copley, and
George Brook, brother to the lord Cobham. The
grounds of their accufation were fome bold imprudent
words {poken in the height of refentment. The iflue of
it was the condemnation of all the accufed; though Sir
Walter Raleigh could not be brought in guilty without
the violation of a very eflfential luw in the conftitution,
there being no other cvidence than a written one 1 to ap-

* The purport of the confpiracy was to fet Arabella Stewart, the
king’s coufin-german, upon the throne.

+ This was the lord Cobham’s.  This nobleman had been betrayed
into an accufation of Raleigh; but, on a fitof ficknefs, he wrote the
following letter to him : ¢ Seeing myfelf fo near my end, for the dif-
charge of my confcience, and freeing myfelf from your blood, which
cife will cry vengeance againft me, I proteft upon my falvation I never
practifed with Spain by your procurement. God fo comfort me in
this my affliction, as you are a truc fubjeét for any thing I know. I
will fay as Pilate, Purus furs.a fanguine bujus.  So God have mercy on
my foul as I know no treafon by you.” ——This letter was produced in
court by Raleigh : but his enemies brought a written evidence, con-
tradictory to the fenfe of this letter, figned by the lord Cobham. Ra-
leigh defired his accufer might be brought face to face; this was de-

nied,
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J] AMES I 5

pear againft him. To all but Brook the fentence of Ann. 1603.
death was mitigated to imprifonment *,

THE plague at this time raged with fuch unfparing
violence, as tocarry off thirty thoufand of the inhabitants Stow, p.875.
of London 1 only. To the Roman Catholics was fuper-
added another mortification. The bigotry of Mary, the
mother of James, to their faith, had filled them with a
flattering aflurance of favour from her fon ; but the de-
nial of a toleration, which they ftrenuoufly {folicited,
convinced them that their hopes were vain.

Or all the qualities which marked the charaer of
James, there was none maore contemptible than a pedan-
tic difpofition, which he had attained from a narrow,
though laborious, education. Some {chocl learning he
had, the fruits of that unwearied application which is
often united to mean parts; of that learning he was ri-
diculoufly vain. His vanity was much heightened by
the flattery he had met with from the minions of his
Englith court. He was eager for an opportunity of dif-

nied, his defence over-ruled, and the jury, after a quarter of an hour’s
confultation, brought him in guilty, Cobham afterwards declared,
that his name to- that letter on which Raleigh was condemned, was
frandulently obtained.  State Trials, vol. 1. p. 183.  Sir Anthony Wel-
den’s Court of King Fames, 1651. p. 36.  Guthrie, vol. 1IL p. 629.

* The lord Cobham, the lord Grey, and Sir Griffith Markham,
were brought to the block, before the warrant of reprieve was pro-
duced. They all three lived and died in great penury. Two priefts,
Watfon and Clerk, were convicted of being accomplices in this con-
fpiracy, and executed.

+ This city is faid to have contained but one hundred and fitty
thoufand inhabitants at this time,

play-
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6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Amn. 1604 playing it to the whole nation. The opportunity was
afforded him by a petition from the *Puritans for a refor-
mation of fundry articles of the eftablithed church.
James gave them hopes of an impartial debate, though
he mortally hated all the reformers for the reftraints they
had laid upon him in his Scotch government; reftraints
which were altogether incompatible with that fond
idea he had entertained of monarchical power. In this
debate James was to prefide as judge; and an aflembly

ﬁiﬁ;’;‘;ﬁm of churchmen and minifters met at Hampton-Court for

Court. this purpofe. From judge he turned principal difputant,
filencing all oppofition by his authority and loquacity.
The iffue of the conference was an injundtion to the mi-
nifters to conform. James clofed his many arguments
with thefe powerful ones: ¢« That prefbytery agreed as
well with monarchy as God with the devil; that he
would not have Tom and Dick and Will meet to cenfure
him and his council ;” a demonftration ftrong of the im-
partiality he had promifed. The minifters were obliged
to acquiefce, without other conviction than that they
were miftaken in the hopes they had formed from his
education. Great was the exultation and adulation of the
churchmen and courtiers on this occafion. Chancellor Eger-
ton cried out, “ He had often heard that the royalty and
priefthood were united, but never faw it verified till
now.”  Archbithop Whitgift carried his flattery ftill far-
ther ; ¢« He verily believed the king {poke by the {pirit
of God t.”

* This petition was figned by feven hundred and fifty clergymen,
Hume,

+ James began the conference by exclaiming againft the Scotch church,

< Blefled be God’s gracious goodnefs, faid he, whohath brought me into
the promifed land; where religion is purely profefled ; where Ifit amongft
5 grave,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067560
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06756-0 - The History of England from the Accession of James I to that of the Brunswick Line: Volume 1
Catharine Macaulay

Excerpt

More information

J] AMES L 7

Two proclamations followed this decifion ; one com- Ann. 1604.

manding all jefuits and priefts that had orders from any
foreign power to depart the kingdom + ; the other enjoin-
ing the Puritans to conform to the eftablithed church.
In the {pirit of the one, James plainly thewed that his
fole objection to the popith tenets was their not allowing
his fupremacy : he intimated in it that he would have a
regard for the tender confciences of thofe that could not
comply with the church. That againft the Puritans ba-
nifthed all hopes of a like indulgence 1.

grave, reverend, and learned men; not as before cllewhere, a king
without ftate, without honour, without order, where beardlef{s boys would
brave us to our face.” There were no {fmall reafons for James’s zeal for
the Englifh hierarchy. Many of the prelates complimented him with
unlimited power; while the diffenters hampered him with the do¢trines
of law and confcience. After he had anfwered the objections urged by
the prefbyterian minifters with. the fame logic as may be found in the
fpecimens already mentioned,. he added, ¢ If this be all your party
hath to fay, I will make them conform themfelves, orelfe I will barrie
them out of the land, or elfe do worfe, only hang them, that’s all.”

+ At the end of this proclamation is a hint towards a political uni-
formity in matters of religion between all Chriftian monarchs.  To this
fcheme, which James had early planned, may be imputed many of
thofe abfurdities which frequently occur in his conduct.

1 The Puritans about this time fuffered fo fevere a perfecution, that
they were driven to offer a petition for relief to the king whilft he was
taking the diverfion of hunting. James was fomething ftartled at this
unexpected intrufion,. and very gracioufly directéd them to depute ten
of their members to declare their grievances to the council. Thefe
deputies no fooner made their appearance before the council, than
they were fent to jail; and Sir Francis Haftings, Sir Edward Mon-
tague, and Sir Valentine Knightly, under whofe protection they had
thus acted, were turned out of the lieutenantcy of the county and the
commiflion of the peace. #inwood’s Memorials, 1725. vol. 11. p. 36. 48.

JamEs
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8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Amn. 1604  JaMEs now tafted of all the enjoyments he moft
affetted ; furrounded with flatterers, he fnuffed up
continually the incenfe of his own praife*. With
the reputation of bufinefs he indulged his paflion for
idlenefs. He affected to decide, by his judgment, all
affairs both civil and religious; yet devoted his whole
time to amufement. His days were {pent in hunting or
idle compofition ; his evenings in all the variety of en-
tertainments which the ingenuity of the queen his wife
could procure him. Of the Scotch gentry, thofe that
followed the court, or were attached to the hierarchy,
imitated much the levity and freedom of French manners:
on the contrary, thofe who were attached to puritanifm
affetted feverity and referve. The prefent fortune and
favour of James gave many of the firft an opportunity
of indulging their tafte in a more expenfive manner than
the narrownefs of their former circumftances would ad-
mit+. This humour coincided exactly with that of
their prince.

Amonc the number of proclamations that were continu-
ally iffued from royal authority, there was one which or-
dained an annual feftival in remembrance of the king’s
deliverance from the famous Gowry confpiracy. This

* He was extolled as the Solomon of the age, and was the firft king
of England flattered with the abfurd title of Sacred Majefty.

+ The firft difguft which James gave his Englifh fubjects, was the
profufion of favours that he beftowed on his Scotch followers. The
duke of Lenox, the earl of Mar, the lord Hume, lord Kinlofs, Sir
George Hume, and fecretary Elphingfton, were added to the privy-coun-
cil. Sir George Hume was created earl of Dunbar; Hay was created
vifcount Doncafter, then earl of Carlifle; and Ramfay was created earl
of Holderdefs.

‘was
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J AME S L 9

was a compliment which the Scotch prefbytery had de- Ann. 1604
nied him, under the mortifying pretence of not confiding
enough in his veracity to be certain of its reality.

THE time for the expected meeting of the parliament Proclama-
now approached. A proclamation which came out "™
with the writs was remarkable for the fairnefs of
its afpe&, and the pernicioufnefs of its tendency :
prohibitions which interfered with the fubjeéts right of
eletting, were veiled with an appearance of candor
which fhaded their confequences from the eyes of the ig-
norant.

O the nineteenth of March, the great council of the Parliament.

nation met. James was determined to fhine in the dou-
ble capacity of king and orator, and addrefled the af-
fembly in a copious harangue. After having thrown
out many hints concerning the fufficient right he had at-
tained from his title; he exprefled his fatisfaction for the
cordial reception he had received from his fubjeéts, on
his firt entry into his new kingdom. ¢« Shall I ever, Journals of
faid he, nay, can I ever be able, or rather fo unable, in f,};‘;c?";,mffi
memory, as to forget your unexpected readinefs and
alacrity, your ever memorable refolution, and your moft
wonderfull conjuntion and harmony of your hearts, in
declaring and embracing me as your undoubted and
lawfull king and governour? or fhall it ever be blotted
out of my mind, how at my firft entry into this king-
dom, the people of allforts rid and ran, nay rather flew
to meet me : their eyes flaming nothing but {parkles .of
affeCtion ; their mouths and tongues uttering nothing
but founds of joy; their hands, feet, and all the reft of

C their
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1o HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Am. 160y, their members, in their geftures difcovering a paflionate
longing and carneftnefs to meet and embrace their new
fovereign.” He then expatiated on the manifold blef-
fings England had received in his perfon, which would
make their meafure of happinefs full, if the two nations
were united in one kingdom. ¢« He was the hufband,
he faid, and the whole ifland his lawful wife ; and he
hoped no one was {o unreafonable as to think that a
Chriftian king under the Gofpel fthould be a polygamift,
and hufband two wives.” He opened to them his opinion
and intentional condu¢t towards the Papifts and Diflen-
ters. “ He acknowledged the Roman Catholic to be the
mother church, tho defiled with fome impuritys. He
did not wifh the doun throwing of the temple, but that
it might be purged and cleanfed from corruption ; he had
not, like Rehoboam, increafed their burdens, bur light-
ened them, as much as time, occafion, or law, could
permit; and was even then confidering how fome over-
tures might be propofed to the prefent parliament, to
Lighten the burden of laws againft them. He would be
content, for his part, to meet them half way, fo that all
novelties might be renounced on both fides. As to the
fects of Puritans and Novellifts, being impatient of fupe-
riority, they were unfufferable in any well-governed com-
monwealth ; his courfe towards them he remitted to his
proclamation made on that fubjet.”

Trr1s {peech, which was tedioufly prolix, did:not gain
the applaufe, nor produce the fatisfaction which James
expected ; or rather it diffatisfied every-body. The Re-
man-catholics were not content with his diftinctions,
though he had hinted that his only objeétion to their

faith
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