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PR EFACE

H IS unfinithed work (and fuch I

fear it is in every refpet) I did
not intend publifhing till it was more
complete, and till I had endeavoured, at
leaft, to render it more worthy the pub-
lic infpetion. I have, however, been in-
duced to fend it into the world earlier
than I wifhed, from the general curiofity
which my friend Mr. Knight's poem has
awakened on the fubject.

It would have been more prudent in me
not to have afforded the public fuch an op -
portunity of judging, how much Iam in-
debted to the effufion of friendfhip and
poetry, for the high compliment he has paid
me; were I now to fay what I feel about
my friend’s poem it might appear like 2
return of compliment ; and whatever could

A 2 in
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v PREFACE.

in any way be {fo mifconftrued, would be
equally unworthy of us both.

I cannot however, refift the fatisfaion
of mentioning one circumftance, highly
flattering to me, as it accounts for my
not chufing to delay this publication. I
had mentioned to Mr. Knight that I had
written fome papers on the prefent ftyle
of improvement, but that I defpaired of
ever getting them ready for the prefs;
though I was very anxious that the ab-
furdities of that ftyle fhould be expofed.
Upon this he conceived the idea of a2 poem
on the fame fubjet; and having all his
materials arranged in his mind, from that
ativity and perfeverance which fo ftrong-
ly mark his charatter, he never delayed
or abandoned the execution, till the whole
was completed. When it was nearly
finithed, he wrote to me to propofe, what
I confider as the higheft poflible com-
pliment, and the ftrongeft mark of con-
fidence in my tafte,—that my papers
(when properly modelled) fhould be pub-

lithed
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PREFACE. v

Yithed with his poem, in the fame man-
ner as Sir Jothua Reynolds’s notes were
publithed with Mr. Mafon’s Du Frefnoy.

This propofal, could it have been made
at an earlier period, I fhould have accept~
ed with pride; but my work had then
taken too much of a form and charatter
of its own to be incorporated with any
thing elfe; for indeed almoft the whole of
what I have now publithed had been
writfen fome time before.

I flatter myfelf, however, that though
my plan is totally different from his, and
though in fome particulars we may not
exaltly agree, yet the general tendency is
fo much the fame, and our notions of im-
provement are upon the whole fo fimi-
lar, that my work may, in many points,
ferve as a commentary upon his; and I
cannot wifh it a more honourable cm-
ployment. I have on that account judg-
ed it better, that what I had arranged
fhould appear in its prefent ftate, now
that curiofity is alive, than in a lefs im-

A 3 perfect
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vi PREFACE.

perfe@ one when the fubje@ might have
become ftale. I think alfo, that in the
light of a commentary it may poffibly
have more effet, when each perfon pub-
lifhes his own ideas (tinctured as they muft
always be with the peculiarities of dif-
ferent minds, yet tending to the fame
general end) than when two works are
modelled to agree and coincide with each
other.

In the courfe of printing this work
I have been tempted, on numberlefs oc-
cafions, to infert paffages from the Land-
Jeape, as the beft and apteft illuftrations
of what I meant to explain and enforce.
I found, however, that fo many of them
erowded upon me, and with fuch equal
pretenfions, that had I once begun I
fhould have reverfed my friend’s propo-
fal, and his poem would have become a
commentary to my profe.
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