
Philosophy
This series contains both philosophical texts and critical essays about 
philosophy, concentrating especially on works originally published in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It covers a broad range of topics 
including ethics, logic, metaphysics, aesthetics, utilitarianism, positivism, 
scientific method and political thought. It also includes biographies and 
accounts of the history of philosophy, as well as collections of papers 
by leading figures. In addition to this series, primary texts by ancient 
philosophers, and works with particular relevance to philosophy of 
science, politics or theology, may be found elsewhere in the Cambridge 
Library Collection.

A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin 
of our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful

By the eighteenth century, the term ‘sublime’ was used to communicate a 
sense of unfathomable and awe-inspiring greatness, whether in nature or 
thought. The relationship of sublimity to classical definitions of beauty was 
much debated, but the first philosopher to portray them as opposing forces 
was Edmund Burke (1729–97). Originally published in 1757 and reissued 
here in the revised second edition of 1759, this influential treatise explores 
the psychological origins of both ideas. Presented as distinct consequences 
of very separate emotional lineages, beauty and sublimity are traced back 
through a web of human feelings, from self-preservation instincts to lust. 
Burke’s doctrine of the sublime was to have far-reaching effects. In Britain, 
it informed perceptions of landscape in art and literature for years to come. 
Meanwhile, on the continent, Kant regarded Burke as ‘the foremost author’ 
in ‘the empirical exposition of aesthetic judgments’.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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