
Life Sciences
Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life sciences were regarded either as arcane 
studies which had little impact on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for the leisured classes. The increasing 
academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their 
adoption in university curricula, are reflected in the books reissued in this series.

Exposition méthodique des genres de l’ordre des polypiers
A professor of natural history at Caen and a member of the Académie des Sciences, Jean Vincent Félix Lamouroux 
(1779–1825) made significant contributions to the field of marine biology. Following the appearance in 1816 of his 
Histoire des polypiers corralligènes flexibles, he published in 1821 the present work, drawing upon John Ellis and 
Daniel Solander’s seminal Natural History of Many Curious and Uncommon Zoophytes (1786). It divides more than 
130 genera known at the time into twenty groupings. Taxonomy has progressed considerably since Lamouroux’s 
day, yet this work, complete with eighty-four exquisitely drawn plates, serves to illuminate the contemporary 
understanding and classification of some remarkable marine organisms, principally those which take the form of 
polyps, such as corals. Moreover, a copy of this work is known to have been consulted by Charles Darwin aboard 
the Beagle on his famous voyage of discovery the following decade.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed 
to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is 
recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and 
in science and technology. 
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