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A

LETTER, @c.

SIR,

AM much obliged by your attention, in
having directed your bookfeller to fend
me an early copy of your ingenious work.
It has been my companion during a long
Journey, and has furnifhed me with en-
tertainment, fimilar to that which I have
occafionally had the honour to experience,
from your animated converfation on the
fubject. In the general principles and
theory of the art, which you have confi-
dered with {fo much attention, I flatter my-
{elf that we agree; and that our difference
of opinion relates only to the propriety, or,
perhaps, poflibility, of reducing them to

practice.
B2 Iam
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I am obliged both to Mr. Knight, and
to yourfelf, for mentioning my name as
an exception* to the taftelefs herd of Mr.
Brown’s followers. But while you are
pleafed to allow me fome of the qualities
neceflary to my profeflion, you fuppofe me
deficient in others, and therefore ftrongly
recommend the ftudy of “what the higher
¢ artifts have done, both in their pictures
< and drawings:” a branch of knowledge
which I have always confidered to be not
lefs effential to my profeflion than hy-
draulics or furveying; and without which
I fhould never have prefumed to arrogate
to myfelf, the title of ¢ Landfcape Gar-

* dener,” which you obferve is, “a #ile
“ of no fmall pretenfion.”

# Should the new fyftem of improving, ¢ by neglect and
¢ accident,”” ever prevail fo far as to render this beautiful
kingdom one huge picturefque foreft, I doubt whether fuch
mention of my name may not be attributed to the fame deli-
cate motives which you fo ingenioufly affign in excufe for Mr.
Mafon’s praife of Brown.

It

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108067089
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06708-9 - A Letter to H. Repton, Esq., on the Application of the Practice as
Well as the Principles of Landscape-Painting to Landscape-Gardening: Intended as

a Supplement to the Essay on the Picturesque

Uvedale Price

Excerpt

More information

L 5 ]

It is difficult to define coop TASTE in
any of the polite arts; and amongft the
refpective profeflors of them, I am forry
to obferve that it is feldom allowed in a
rival ; while thote who are not profeflors,
but, being free from the bufinefs or diffi-
pation of life, have found leifure to excel
in any one of thefe arts, generally find
time alfo to cultivate the others; and be-
caufe there really does exift fome affinity
betwixt them, they are apt to {uppofe it
ftill greater.*

During the pleafant hours we pafled to-
gether amidft the romantic {cenery of the
Wye, I do remember my acknowledging
that an enthufialm for the picturefque, had

% Thus Mufic and Peetry are often coupled together, although
very few inflances occur in which they are made to affimilate;
becaufe the melody of an air is feldom adapted either to the
rhyme or meafure of the verfe. In like manner, Poetry and
Puainting are often joined; but the canvas rarely embodies thofe
figurative perfonages to advantage, which the poet’s enthufiafim
prefents to the reader’s imagination.

originally
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originally led me to fancy greater affinity
betwixt Painting and Gardening, than I
found to exift after more mature confider-
ation, and more practical experience; be-
caufe, in whatever relates to man, propriety
and convenience are not lefs objects of good
lafle, than picturefque effect; and a beauti-
ful garden {cene is not more defective be-
caufe it would not look well on canvas,
than a didactic poem becaufe it neither
furnifhes a fubject for the painter or the
mufician. There are a thoufand {cenes in
nature to delight the eye, befides thofe
which may be copied as pictures; and in-
deed one of the keeneft obfervers of pic-
turefque fcenery (Mr. Gilpin), has often
regretted that few are capable of being fo
reprefented, without confiderable licenfe
and alteration.

If therefore the painter’s land{cape be
indifpenfible to the perfection of garden-

ing,
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ing, it would furely be far better to paint
it on canvas at the end of an avenue, as
they do in Holland, than to facrifice the
health, cheerfulnefs, and comfort of a
country refidence, to the wild but pleafing
fcenery of a painter’s imagination.

There is no exercife fo pleafing to the
inquifitive mind, as that of deducing
theories and fyftems from favourite opi-
nions: I was therefore peculiarly inte-
refted and gratified by your ingenious
diftinction betwixt the beautiful and the
picturefque; but I cannot admit the pro-
priety of its application to landfcape gar-
dening; becaufe beauty, and not * pic-
« turefquenefs,” is the chief object of
modern improvement: for although fome
nurferymen, or labourers in the kitchen
garden, may have badly copied Mr. Brown’s
manner, yet the unprejudiced eye will dif-
cover innumerable beauties in the works

of
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of that great felf-taught mafter: and fince
you have {o judicioufly marked the diftinc-
tion betwixt the beautiful and the pic-
turefque, they will perhaps difcover, that,
where the habitation and convenience of
man can be improved by beauty, «pictu-
“ refquenefs”’ may be transferred to the rag-
ged giply, with whom ¢ the wild afs, the
‘“ Pomeranian dog, and fhaggy goat” are
more in harmony, than «the {leek-coated
«horfe,” or the dappled deer,* which have
never till lately been difcovered, when
“ in groups, to be meagre and fpotty.”

Amidft the feverity of your fatire on
Mr. Brown and his followers, I cannot
be ignorant that many pages are directly
pointed at my opinions; although with
more delicacy than your friend Mr. Knight

* The continual moving and lively agitation obfervable in
herds of deer, is one of the circumftances which painting cannot
reprefent; but it is not lefs an object of beanty and cheerfulnefs
in park fcenery.

has
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has thewn, in the attempt to make me an
object of ridicule, by mifquoting my un-
publifhed MSS.

It is the misfortiine of every liberal art
to find amongft its profeflors fome men of
uncouth manners; and fince my profeflion
has more frequently been practifed by mere
day labourers, and perfons of no education,
it is the more difficult to give it that rank
amongft the polite arts, which I conceive
it ought to hold. Yet it is now become
my duty to fupport its refpectability, fince
you attack the very exiftence of that pro-
feflion, at the head of which, both you
and Mr. Knight have the goodnefs to fay
that I am defervedly placed.

Your new theory of deducing landfcape
gardening from painting is {o plaufible,
that, like many other philofophic theories,
it may captivate and miflead, unlefs duly
examined by the teft of experience and

practice,
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practice. I cannot help feeing great affi-
nity betwixt deducing gardening from the
painter’s ftudies of wild nature, and de-
ducing government from the uncontrouled
opinions of man in a favage flate. The
neatnefs, fimplicity, and elegance of Eng-
lifh gardening, have acquired the appro-
bation of the prefent century, as the happy
medium betwixt the wildnefs of nature
and the ftiffnefs of art; in the fame man-
ner as the Englifh conftitution is the
happy medium betwixt the liberty of {a-
vages, and the reftraint of defpotic go-
vernment; and fo long as we enjoy the
benefit of thefe middle degrees betwixt
extremes of each, let experiments of un-
tried theoretical improvement be made in
fome other country,

So far 1 have endeavoured to defend
Mr. Brown with refpect to the general
principle of improvement. But it is ne-

ceflary
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