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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

WESTERN PARTS OF ENGLAND.

SECT. L

UR road led us firft to Epfom through
Nonfuch-park. The very veftiges of

the fplendid palace and fumptuous gardens of
Nonfuch, where Henry VIII. and Elizabeth
held their royal revelries, cannot now be
traced ; except here and there, in the form of
a canal, or a terrace. Impreflions made upon
the ground itfelf, are commonly more lafting
than any of the works of art, which are con-
firuted on its furface. They are generally
more enormous; and the materials of no value,
Thus we have numberlefs tumuli---intrench-
ments—mounds—and ditches, of Roman and
Saxon conftruction, which will probably fee
as many ages as they have already feen: while
B the
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the archite@ural remains of thofe nations are
either gone, or falling faft into ruin. The
ruin however of Nonfuch had an earlier date
than happens to moft great houfes. The pru-
dent forefight of the duchefs of Cleveland, to
whom Charles II. prefented it, was the caufe
of its fpeedy diffolution. She feared a re-
fumption, and pulling it in pieces, fold the
materials. It is fomewhat remarkable that her
father, Lord Francis Villiers, one of the hand-
fomeft men of his time, was killed, in the pre-
ceding reign, in a fkirmifh with a party of
Cromwell’s forces, on this very fpot.

But though the building of Nonfuch was
fplendid, and the gardens fumptuous beyond
any of the royal houfes of that time, the fitu-
ation has little merit. At this day, a fitu-
ation is generally the firft point attended to, as
indeed it ought, in building a grand houfe; but
formerly the very worft fituations feem to have
been chofen ; as if on purpofe to thew the tri-
umphs of art over nature. Indeed our an-
ceftors had little tafte for the beauties of na-
ture ; but conceived beauty to refide chiefly in
the expenfive conceits and extravagances of
art; in which this palace particularly abounded.
The body of the edifice formerly ftood in a

field,
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field, acrofs the road, oppofite to a little farm,
now known by the name of the Cherry-gar-
den. 1If it had been carried a quarter of a mile
higher, where a detached building appendant
upon it, called the bangueting-room, formerly
ftood, its fituation would have been much bet-
ter. It might have commanded a view over a
country, which is in fome parts pleafing.

Of the numerous appendages of this fump-
tuous pile, nothing remains but a houfe, now
modernized, which is faid to have been formerly
the habitation of Queen Elizabeth’s maids of
honour. In the garden was a large chalk-pit,
containing about an acre of ground, which has
been planted, and formed into a pleafing little
fequeftered {fcene by Mr. Whately, late fecre-
tary to the treafury, who wrote Obfervations on
Modern Gardening. His brother now poflefles
that eftate, which was formerly the demefne of
the palace.

From Nonfuch we pafs through Ewel to
Epfom. Ewel is chiefly remarkable for a co-
pious fpring of limpid water, which arifing in
feveral parts of the village, forms itfelf into a

B2 confi-
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confiderable fiream. The baths colle&ted from
it, are chill, and pure in a great degree. Ep-
fom hath been defcribed by the pen of
Toland; who exercifed the powers of a wan-
ton imagination with more innocence on this
fubje&, than on many others. All that can
now be faid of it with truth (and it is #zow
much improved fince the days of Toland) is,
that it is a large pleafant village, built in the
form of a crefcent, in an open country ; and
that it contains a few elegant houfes. Of thefe
the moft remarkable is a houfe belonging to
the late Lord Baltimore; though it is now
negle&ted, and the park thrown into farms.

The chief recommendation of Epfom, is its
fituation on the fkirts of that open country,
called Banftead-downs, celebrated for hunting,
racing, cricket-matches, and mutton. Thefe
downs confift of beautiful fweeps of interfecting
grounds; disfigured indeed here and there by
a chalky foil, but adorned with rich and very
piGurefque diftances.

On thefe downs ftands a hunting-feat of
Lord Derby’s, called the Oas; which that no-
3 bleman
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bleman brought into repute (for it was for-
merly an inn) by a very expenfive {ummer-
evening entertainment, which he gave upon his
marriage. General Burgoyne celebrated both
the place and the occafion, in a fmall dramatic
piece, called the Maid of the Oaks.

Though this little villa is whimfical and fin-
gular, it has its beauty. It commands about
twenty acres, in an oblong form. In the cen-
tre ftands the houfe, which is a kind of tower ;
but yet unfinithed. One half of the ground is
laid out in clofe walks, winding among, oas,
from whence the place has its name : the other
is a hanging lawn, interfperfed with fir, flow-
ering fhrubs, and beeches. The oaks are or-
dinary ; and the firs fcarcely yet half-grown;
but fome of the beeches are of the grandeft
form. The whole is furrounded by a funk
fence ; and like an inchanted ifland in a defert,
appears a beautiful fpot from every part of the
downs in its neighbourhood; and has itfelf a
grand view over them, as far as the towers of
London.

From Epfom we proceeded to Leatherhead,
fkirting Lord Suffolk’s park at Afhted: which
B3 is
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is a pleafant fcene, including a great variety of
ground, and fome fine oaks and elms, within a
walled circumference of about two miles. The

houfe is not grand; but compa&, and com-
fortable *.

* The houfe is now rebuilt.  Sir Robert Howard, in Charles
the Second’s time, was the archite& of the old houfe, which I
thought, having often feen it, a very good one.
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SECT. IL

T Leatherhead, inftead of continuing
along the great road to Guilford, we
turned {hort on the left, to take a view of Mr.
Lock’s houfe at Norbury-park; which ftands
about half-way between that town and Dork-
ing, on the banks of the Mole. Nothing in
thefe parts is fo well worth a traveller’s at-
tention.

The beauties of the Mole itfelf deferve but
little commendation. It is a lazy ftream ; and
{inking into the ground in fome places, leaves
its channel dry, in droughty feafons. Its
banks, however, are beautiful in various parts ;
but in no part more fo than where Mr. Lock’s
woods and lawns rife loftily above them.

On entering the gate from the road, and pafl-
ing the Mole, we wind round the hill on the
right towards the houfe, which ftands on the

B 4 fummit,
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fummit, removed from the fight, as we ap-

proach it; though from various parts of the
country it is a confpicuous object.

Among other wood, which adorns this af-
cent, is a profufion of box. This plant grows
here in full luxuriance, in its native unculti-
vated ftate; marking the road on the right
with great beauty. A regular clipt box-wood
hedge is an object of deformity: but growing
wildly, as it does here, and winding irregu-
larly, at different diftances, along the road, it
is very ornamental. ‘The box itfelf alfo is a
pleafing obje& : in winter it harmonizes with
the ground ; and, in fummer, with the woods,
which furround it. Box has a mellower, a
more varied, and a more accommodating tint,
than any ever-green. One other circumftance
of advantage attends it. Almoft every fpecies
of fhrub, in a few years, outgrows its beauty.
If the knife be not freely and frequently ufed,
it becomes bare at the bottom; its branches
difpart, and it rambles into a form too diffufe
for its ftation. But box-wood long preferves
its fhapc : and in the wild ftate in which we
found it here, is far from regular; though its
branches, which are never large, are clofe

and
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and compa&. 1 fhould, however, mention
holly, as having all the pi¢turefque qualities of
box, except the variety of its tints. But in
the room of thefe it throws out its beautiful
clufters of coral berries, which have a pleafing
effe® among its dark green polithed leaves.
Like box it grows flowly, and alters leifurely.

After winding about a mile up the hill,
we arrive at the houfe, which is encircled
with groves of lofty, full-grown beech. The
back-front (if 1 may be allowed an awk-
ward expreflion for want of a better) over-
hangs the fteep part of the hill; and com-
mands, as you furvey it from the windows
of the houfe, a very grand vale; not like the
winding rocky vales of a mountainous coun-
try, but fuch as we fometimes find (though
rarely on fo ample a fcale) among the downy
hills of a chalky foil ; though here the chalk
rarely offends. ‘This vale is a flat area of cul-
tivated ground, about five or fix miles in
length, and one in breadth. Sometimes in-
deed, though but rarely, it takes the form of a
lake or bay of the fea’; which it exa&ly refem-
bles when it happens to be overfpread by a
thick white fog, {fuch a fog as from its gravity,

and
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and the want of air to difturb it, finks to a level
like water; and like water allo defcribes the
prominences of the vale around the bafes of
the hills.

Generally indeed thefe heavy fogs are mif-
chievous, when they float over fea-marfhes,
and other moift lands. A gentleman once
fitted up a houfe near the coaft of Suffolk,
which was often fubje& to them. It ftood on
a {mall eminence, in the midft of a rich woody
vale; the whole furrounded by hills. Here
the fogs would fometimes appear, in an au-
tumnal evening, winding along the vale like a
river, and fometimes like a lake ; not with that
indiftin& and vapourith furface which fogs
commonly aflume, but flat, clear, and tranf-
parent ; forming diftinétly all thofe little in-
dentations which a water-line would have de-
feribed. Thefe beautiful exhibitions, though
frequently prefented, never failed to pleafe. In
the mean time the family were all feized with
agues, fevers, and bilious diforders; and in
three years found out, that thefe beautiful fogs
were the caufe of their complaints. When
the mafter of the {cene therefore had juft
gotten his houfe and grounds completed, he
was conftrained to leave them.

Norbury
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