
Naval and Military History
This series includes accounts of sea and land campaigns by eye-witnesses 
and contemporaries, as well as landmark studies of their social, political 
and economic impacts. The series focuses mainly on the period from the 
Renaissance to the end of the Victorian era. It includes major concentrations 
of material on the American and French revolutions, the British campaigns 
in South Asia, and nineteenth-century conflicts in Europe, such as the 
Peninsular and Crimean Wars. Although many of the accounts are semi-
official narratives by senior officers and their relatives, the series also includes 
alternative viewpoints from dissenting leaders, servicemen in the lower 
ranks, and military wives and civilians caught up in the theatre of war.

Notes on the Late Expedition 
Against the Russian Settlements in Eastern Siberia

In April 1855, Bernard Whittingham (fl.1850), a captain of the Royal Engineers, 
set off from Hong Kong aboard H.M.S. Sibylle. He had volunteered to join an 
Allied squadron attempting ‘to discover the progress of Russian aggrandisement 
in North-eastern Asia, and to ascertain how far the reports of her successful 
encroachment on the sea frontiers of China and Japan were true’. In the context 
of the Crimean War’s Pacific theatre, he was also keen to see avenged the Royal 
Navy’s defeat by the Russians at Petropavlovsk the previous year. Whittingham’s 
notes, published in 1856, give a personal and uniquely British account of an 
understudied time and place with far-reaching influence on later events. The 
book is also a rich source of anecdotes, not least that relating to the capture of 
crew members of the ill-fated Russian frigate Diana.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108066853

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2014

This edition first published 1856
This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-06685-3  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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