
Education
This series focuses on educational theory and practice, particularly in the 
context of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe and its colonies, and 
America. During this period, the questions of who should be educated, to 
what age, to what standard and using what curriculum, were widely debated. 
The reform of schools and universities, the drive towards improving women’s 
education, and the movement for free (or at least low-cost) schools for 
the poor were all major concerns both for governments and for society at 
large. The books selected for reissue in this series discuss key issues of their 
time, including the ‘appropriate’ levels of instruction for the children of the 
working classes, the emergence of adult education movements, and proposals 
for the higher education of women. They also cover topics that still resonate 
today, such as the nature of education, the role of universities in the diffusion 
of knowledge, and the involvement of religious groups in establishing and 
running schools.

Schools for Girls and Colleges for Women
The author of handbooks that reflected the Victorian emphasis on bettering 
one’s prospects, Charles Eyre Pascoe (1842–1912) addressed the topic 
of female education in this work of 1879, at a time when the Cambridge 
colleges of Girton and Newnham were in their infancy. ‘Chiefly designed for 
the use of persons of the upper middle class’, the guide aims to assist parents 
in making informed choices about their daughters’ education. The coverage 
extends from kindergarten through to university, before focusing on career 
options for women in the late nineteenth century, in fields such as teaching, 
the arts and medicine. Throughout, Pascoe’s recommendations are based 
on consideration of the breadth of the curriculum, the qualifications of the 
teaching staff and the results achieved in examinations. For higher education, 
details of entrance examinations are provided, together with information on 
the subjects and lectures that were open to women at that time.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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