
Egyptology
The large-scale scientific investigation of Egyptian antiquities by Western scholars began as an unintended 
consequence of Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt during which, in 1799, the Rosetta Stone was discovered. The military 
expedition was accompanied by French scholars, whose reports prompted a wave of enthusiasm that swept across 
Europe and North America resulting in the Egyptian Revival style in art and architecture. Increasing numbers of 
tourists visited Egypt, eager to see the marvels being revealed by archaeological excavation. Writers and booksellers 
responded to this growing interest with publications ranging from technical site reports to tourist guidebooks 
and from children’s histories to theories identifying the pyramids as repositories of esoteric knowledge. This series 
reissues a wide selection of such books. They reveal the gradual change from the ‘tomb-robbing’ approach of early 
excavators to the highly organised and systematic approach of Flinders Petrie, the ‘father of Egyptology’, and include 
early accounts of the decipherment of the hieroglyphic script.

The Royal Tombs of the Earliest Dynasties
A pioneering Egyptologist, Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie (1853–1942) excavated over fifty sites and trained a 
generation of archaeologists. His meticulous recording of artefacts and his sequence dating of pottery types found in 
Egypt and Palestine made Near Eastern archaeology a more rigorous and scientific discipline. This fully illustrated 
follow-up report of 1901 on the royal tombs at Abydos, capital of Upper Egypt, covers the early dynastic period 
(c.3100–c.2700 BCE). Petrie gives detailed descriptions of eight tombs and the associated finds. A chapter on the 
inscriptions is provided by Francis Llewellyn Griffith (1862–1934). Petrie wrote prolifically throughout his long 
career for both specialists and non-specialists. His preliminary report, The Royal Tombs of the First Dynasty (1900), 
and the three-part Abydos (1902–4) are among those works also reissued in this series.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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