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TO

THE RIGHT REVEREND
EDMUND L AW, D.D.

LORD BISHOP GF CARLISLE.

MY LORD,

H A D the obligations which I owe to
your Lordfhip’s kindnefs been much lefs,
or much fewer, than they are; had per-
fonal gratitude left any place in my mind
for deliberation or for enquiry ; m felect-
ing a name which every reader might
confels to be prefixed, with propriety, to
a work, that, in many of its parts, bears
no obfcure relation to the general prin-

ciples of natural and revealed religion, I
a fhould
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fhould have found myfelf diretted by
many confiderations to that of the Bifhop
of Carlifle. A long life, fpent in the moft
interefting of all human purfuits, the in-
veftigation of moral and religious truth,
in conftant and unwearied endeavours to
advance the difcovery, communication,
and {uccefs of both; a life {fo occupied,
and arrived at that period which renders
every life venerable, commands refpet
by a title, which no virtuous mind will
difpute, which no mind fenfible of the
importance of thefe {ftudies to the fu-
preme concernments of mankind, will
not rejoice to fee acknowledged. What-
ever difference, or whatever oppofition,
fome, who perufe your Lordfhip’s writ-
ings, may perceive between your conclu-

fions and their own, the good and wife of
all
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all perfuafions will revere that induftry,
which has for its obje¢t the illuftration
or defence of our common Chriftianity.
Your Lordfhip’s refearches have never
loft fight of one purpofe, namely, to re-
cover the fimplicity of the gofpel from
beneath that load of unauthorized addi-
tions, which theignorance of fome ages,
and the learning of others, the fuperfti-
tion of weak, and the craft of defigning
men, have unhappily for its intereft
heaped upon it. And this purpofe, I am
convinced, was ditated by the pureft mo-
tive; by a firm, and, I think, a juft
opinion, that whatever renders religion
more rational, renders it more credible ;
that he, who, by a diligent and faithful
examination of the original records, dif-
mifles from the {y{tem one article, which

a 2 contra-
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contradicts the apprehenfion, the experi-
ence, or the reafoning of mankind, does
more towards recommending the belief,
and, with the belief, the influence of
Chriftianity, to the underftandings and
coniciences of ferious enquirers, and
through them to univerfal reception and
authority, than can be effetted by a
thoufand contenders for creeds and or-
dinances of human eftablifhment.

When the doftrine of tranfubftantia-
tion had taken pofleflion of the Chrif-
tian world, 1t was not without the in-
duftry of learned men that it came at
length to be difcovered, that no fuch
doftrine was contained in the New Tef-
tament. But bad thofe excellent per-
fons done nothing more by their difco-

very,
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covery, than abolifhed an innocent fu-
perftition, or changed fome direttions in
the ceremonial of public worfhip, they
had merited little of that veneration,
with which the gratitude of proteltant
churchescontemplatestheir{ervices. W hat
they did for mankind was this, they ex-
onerated Chriftianity of a weight which
funk 1t. If indolence or timidity had
checked thefe exertions, or fupprefled
the fruit and publication of thele enqui-
ries, is it too much to afhrm, that infi-
delity would at this day have been uni-
verfal > 1 do not mean, my Lord, by
the mention of this example to infinu-
ate, that any popular opinion which
your Lordfhip may have encountered,
ought to be compared with tranfubftan-
tion, or that the affurance with which

1 we
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we reject that extravagant abfurdity, is
attainable in the controverfies in which
your Lordfhip has been engaged ; but I
mean, by calling to mind thole great
reformers of the public faith, to obferve,
or rather to exprefs my own perfuafion,
that to reftore the purity, is moft effectu-
ally to promote the progrefs of Chrifti-
anity ; and that the fame virtuous mo-
tive, which hath fanétified their labours,
fuggefted yours. At a time when fome
men appear not to perceive any good,
and others to fufpeét an evil tendency, in
that {pirit of examination and refearch
which 1s gone forth in Chriftian coun-
tries, this teftimony is due not only to
the retitude of your Lordfhip’s views,
but to the general caufe of intelleCtual and

religious liberty.
T hat
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That your Lordfhip’s life may be pro-
longed in health and honour; that it
may afford whilft it continues an inftruc-
tive proof, how ferene and ealy old age
can be made, by the memory of impor-
tant and well intended labours, by the
pofleflion of public and deferved efteem,
by the prefence of many grateful rela
tives; above all by the refources of reli-
gion, by an unfhaken confidence in the
defigns of a ¢ faithful Creator,” and a
fettled truft in the truth and in the pro-
mifes of Chriftianity, is the fervent
prayer of, my Lord,

Your Lord{hip’s dutiful,
Moft obliged,
And moft devoted fervant,
WILLIAM PALEY,

Carlifle,
Feb. 10, 1785
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P R E F A C E,

N the treatifes that I have met with upon
I the fubje@ of morals, 1 appear to myfelf to
have remarked thefollowing imperfecions—either
that the principle was erroneous, or that it was
indiftin&ly explained, or that the rules deduced
from it, were not f{ufficiently adapted to real life
and to a&ual fituations, The writings of Grotius,
and the larger work of Puffendorf are of too
Sforenfic a caft, too much mixed up with the civil
law, and with the jurifprudence of Germany, to
anfwer precifely the defign of a fyftem of ethics—
a the
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(i )

the dire&ion of private confciences in the gene-
ral conduct of human life.  Perhaps, indeed, they
are not to be regarded, fo much as inftitutes of
morality, calculated to infiru& an individual in
his duty, as a fpecies of law booksand law autho-
rities, fuited to the praétice of thofe courts of juf-
tice, whofe decifions are regulated by certain
general principles of natural equity combined with
the maxims of the Roman code: of which kind,
I underftand, there are many upon the continent.
To which may be added, concerning both thefe
authors, that they are more occupied in defcrib-
ing the rights and ufages of independent commu-
nities, than is neceffary in a work whieh profefles
not to adjuft the correfpondence of nations, but
to delineate the offices of domeftic life. The

profufion alfo of claffical quotations, with which
many of their pages abound, feems to me a fault

from which it will not be eafy to excufe them.
If thefe extraéts be intended as decorations of
ftyle, the compofition 1s overloaded with orna-
ments of one kind, To any thing more than

ornament
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ornament they can make no claim. To propofe
them as ferious arguments; gravely to attempt
to eftablith or fortify a moral duty by the tefti-
mony of a Greek or Roman poet, is to trifle with
the attention of the reader, or rather to take it

off from all juft principles of reafoning in morals.

Of our own writers in this branch of philofophy,
1 find none that I think perfe&ly free from the
three obje&tions which I have ftated. There is like-
wife a fourth property obfervable in almoft all of
them, namely, thatthey divide too much the law of
nature from the precepts of revelation; fome au-
thors induftiioufly declining the mention of fcrip-
ture authorities, as belonging toa different province,
and others referving them for a feparate volume :
which appears to me much the fame defe&, as if
a commentator on the laws of England fhould
content himfelf with flating upon each head the
common law of the land, without taking any no-
tice of a&ts of parliament; or fhould chufe to
give his readers the common law in one book,

a 2 and
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(v )
and the flatute law in another. ¢ When the obli-
gations of morality are taught,”” fays a pious and
celebrated writer, ¢ let the fan&ions of Chriftia<
nity never be forgotten; by which it will be
fhewn that they give ftrength and luftre to each
other; religion will appear to be the voice of rea-
fon, and morality the will of God.” *

The manner, alfo, in which modern writers
have treated of fubjeds of morality, is, in my
judgment, liable to much exception. It has be-
come of late a fathion to deliver moral inftitutes
in ftrings or feries of detached propofitions, with-
out fubjoining a continued argument or regular
differtation to any of them. This fententious,
apothegmatizing ftyle, by crowding propofitions
and paragraphs too faft upon the mind, and by
carrying the eyc of the reader from fubje& to fub-
je& in too quick a fucceflion, gains not a fufh-
cient hold upon the attention, to leave either the
memory furnifhed, or the underftanding fatisficd.

How-

% Preface to the Preceptor, by Dr. Johnfon.
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However ufeful a fyllabus of topics, or a feries
of propofitions may be in the hands of a leGturer,
or as a guide to a ftudent, who is fuppofed to con-
fult other books, or to inftitute upon each {ubjet
refearches of his own, the method is by no means
convenient for ordinary readers; becaufe few
readers are fuch thinkers as to want only a hint
to fet their thoughts at work upon; or fuch as
will paufe and tarry at every propofition, till they
have traced out its dependency, proof, relation,
and confequences, before they permit themfelves
to ftep on to another. A refpe&able writer of this
clafs * has comprized his do&rine of flavery in
the three following propofitions.

¢ No one is born a {lave, becaufe every one is
born with all his original rights,”

¢ No one can become a {lave, becaufe no one
from being a perfon can, in the language of the
Roman law, become a thing, or fubje& of pro-
perty.”
¢ The
* Drr, Fergufon, author of ¢ Inftitutes of Moral Philofophy,” 1767.
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¢¢ The fuppofed property of the mafter in the

flave, therefore, is matter of ufurpation, not of

right.”

It may be poffible to deduce from thefe few
adages fuch a theory of the primitive rights of
human nature, as will evince the illegality of {la-
very; but furely an author requires too much of
his reader, when he expeés him to make thefe
dedu&ions for himfelf? or to fupply, perhaps,
from fome remote chapter of the fame treatife,
the feveral proofs and explanations, which are
neceflary to render the meaning and truth of thefe

affertions intelligible,

There 1s a fault, the oppofite of this, which
fome moralifts who have adopted a different, and,
I think, a better plan of compofition, have not
always been careful to avoid; namely, the dwel-
ling upon verbal and elementary diftin&ions, with
a labour and prolixity, proportionéd much more
to the fubtlety of the queftion, than to its value

X and
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( vir )

and importance in the profecution of the fubjed.
A writer upen the law of nature, * whofe expli-
cations in every part of philofophy, though al-
ways diffufe, are often very fuccefsful, has em-
ployed three long fe&ions in endeavouring to
prove, that, ¢ permifiions are not laws.” The
difcuflion of this controverfy, however effential it
might be to diale&ic precifion, was certainly not
neceflaly to the progrefs of a work defigned to
defcribe the duties and obligations of civil life,
The reader becomes impatient when he is detained
by difquifitions which have no other obje& than
the fettling of terms and phrafes? and, whatis
worfe, they, for whofe ufe fuch books are chiefly
intended, will not be perfuaded to read them at
all.

I am led to propofe thefe ftriétures, not by any
propenfity to depreciate the labours of my predecef-
fors, much lefs to invite a comparifon between the
meritsof their performances and my own, butfolely

by

Dr. Rutherforth, author of ¢ Inftitutes of Natural Law.”
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by the confideration, that, when a writer offers a
book to the public upon a fubje, in which the
public are already in pofleflion of many others,
he is bound by a kind of literary juftice, to in~
form his readers diftin&ly and fpecifically, what
itis he profefles to fupply, and what he expeds to
improve. The imperfe&ions above enumerated are
thofe which I have endeavoured to avoid or remedy.
Of the execution the reader muft judge, but this
was the defign. Concerning the principle of mo~
rals it would be premature to {peak; but concern-
ing the manner of unfolding and explaining that
principle, I have fomewhat which I wifh to be
remarked. An experience of nine years in the
office of a public tutor in one of the univerfities,
and in that department of education to which
thefe chaptersrelate, afforded me frequent occafion
to obferve, that, in difcourfing to young minds
upon topics of morality, it required much more
pains to make them perceive the difficulty, than
to underftand the folution; that, unlefs the fub-
je& was fo drawn up to a point, as to prefent the

full
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( ix )
full force of an obje&ion, or the exa& place of a
doubt, before any explanation was entered upon;
in other words, unlefs fome curiofity was excited
before it was attempted to be fatisfied, the labour
of the teacher was loft. When information was
not requefted, it was feldom, I found, retained.

I have made this obfervation my guide in the fol-
lowing work ; that is, upon each occafion I have

endeavoured, before I fuffered myfelf to proceed
in the difquifition, to put the reader in complete
pofieflion of the queftion; and to do it in the way

that I thought moft likely to ftir up his own doubts
and folicitude about it.

In purfuing the principle of morals through the
detail of cafes towhich it is applicable, I have had
in view to accommodate both the choice of the
fubje&s, and the manner of handling them, to the
fituations which arife in the life of an inhabitant
of this country, inthefe times. This is the thing
that I think to be principally wanting in former
treatifes, and, perhaps, the chief advantage which

b will
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( x )
will be found in mine. I have examined no
doubts, I have difcuffed no obfcurities, I have en-

countered no errors, I have adverted to no con-

troverfies, but what I have feen aftually to
exift. If fome of the queftions treated of appear

to a more inftructed reader minute or puerile,
I defire {uch reader to be affured that I have
found them occafions of difficulty to young
minds ; and what I have obferved in young minds,
I fhould expe& to meet with in all who approach
thefe fubjecs for the firft time. Upon each
article of human duty, I have combined with the
conclufions of reafon, the declarations of fcripture,
when they are to be had, as of co-ordinate
authority, and as both terminating in the fame

fan&ions.

In the manner of the work, I have endeavoured
fo to temper the oppofite plans above animadverted
upon, as that the reader may not accufe me
either of too much hafte, or of too much delay.
I have beftowed upon each {ubje& enough of dif-

2 {ertation
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fertation to give a body and fubftance to the chap~
ter in which it is treated of, as well as coherence
and perfpicuity; on the other hand, I have fel-
dom, I hope, exercifed the patience of the reader
by the length and prolixity of my eflays, or dif-
appointed that patience at laft, by the tenuity and
unimportance of the conclufion.

There are two particulars in the following
work for which it may be thought neceffary that
I fhould offer fome excufe. The firft of which
is, that I have fcarcely ever referred to any other
book, or mentioned the name of the author whofe
thoughts, and fometimes, poflibly, whofe very
expreflions I have adopted. My method of writ-
ing has conflantly been this; to extra& what I
could from my own ftores, and my own reflec-
tions in the firft place 5 to put down that; and
afterwards to confult upon each fubje& fuch read-
ing as fell in my way: which order, T am con-
vinced, is the only one whereby any perfon can
keep his thoughts from {liding into other men’s

b2 trains,
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xit )
trains. The effe& of {uch a plan upon the pro-
dudion itfelf will be, that whilft fome parts in
matter or manner may be new, others will be
little elfe than a repetition of the old. I make
no pretenfions to perfe& originality : I claim to be
fomething more than a mere compiler. Much
no doubt 1s borrowed; but the fac is, that the
notes for this work having been prepared for
fome years; and fuch things having been from
time to time inferted in them, as appeared to me
worth preferving; and fuch infertions having been
made, commonly, without the name of the author
from whom they were taken, I fhould, at this
time, have found a difliculty in recovering thefe
names with fufficient exa&nefs to be able to ren-
der to every man his own. Nor, to fpeak the
truth, did it appear to me worth while to repeat
the fearch merely for this purpofe, When autho-
rities are relied upon, names muft be produced:
when a difcovery has been made in fcience, it may
be unjuft to borrow the invention, without ac-

knowledging
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xii )

knowledging the author. Butin an argumentative
treatife, and upon a f{ubje&, which allows no
place for difcovery or invention, properly fo cal

ed; and in which all that can belong to a writer
is his mode of reafoning, or his judgment of pro-
babilities ; I fhould have thought it fuperfluous,
had it been eafier to me than it was, to have in-
terrupted my text, or crouded my margin with
references to every author, whofe fentiments I have
made ufe of. There is, however, one work to
which 1 owe fo much, that it would be ungrate-
ful not to confefs the obligation ; I mean the writ-
ings of the late Abraham Tucker, Efq; part of
which were publifhed by himfelf, and the remain-
der fince his death, under thetitle of ¢¢ The Light
of Nature purfued, by Edward Search, Efq.” I
have found in this writer more original thinking
and obfervation upon the feveral fubje&s that he
has taken in hand, than in any other, not to fay,
than 1n all others put together. His talent alfo for
iluftration is unrivalled. But his thoughts are

diffufed
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( xwv )

diffufed through a long, various, and irregular
work. I fhall account it no mean praife, if I
have been fometimes able to difpofe into method,
to colle& into heads and articles, or to exhibit
in more compaét and tangible maffes, what, in
that otherwife excellent performance, is fpread

over too much f{urface.

The next circumftance for which fome apology
may be expe@ed, is the joining of moral and poli-
tical philofophy together, or the addition of a book
of politics to a {yftem of ethics. Againft this
objection, 1f it be made one, I might defend my-
felf by the example of many approved writers,
who have treated, de officiis bominis et civis, or, as
fome chufe to exprefs it, ¢ of the rights and obli-
gations of man, in his individual and focial capa-
city,” in the fame book. Imight alledge alfo, that
the part a member of the commonwealth fhall take
in political contentions, the vote he fhall give, the
coun{els he {hall approve, thefupport he fhall afford,

or
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