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PreLIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS.
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CHAUP IL—->
Definition and Ufe of the Science.

MORALITY, Moral Philofophy, Ethics, Cafuiftry,

Natural Law, mean all the fame thing; namely,
That feience which teaches men their duty and the
reafons of i,

The ufe of fuch a ftudy depends upon this, that,
without it, the rules of life, by which men are ordinarily
governed, oftentimes miflead them, thro’ a defe either
in the rule, or in the application.

Thefe rules are, the Law of Honour, the Law of the
Y.and, and the Scriptures.

B CHAP.
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2 THE LAW OF HONOUR.

C H A P IL

The Law of Honour,

THE Law of Honour is a fyftem of rules conftructed

by people of fathion, and caleulated to facilitate
their intercourfe with one another: and for no other pur-
pofe.

Confequently, nothing is adverted to by the Law of
Honour, but what tends to incommode this intercourfe.

Hence this law only prefcribes and regulates the duties
betwixt equals ; omitting fuch as relate to the Supreme
Being, as well as thofe which we owe to our inferiors.

For which reafon profanenefs ; negle@ of public wor-
thip or private devotion ; cruelty to fervants; rigorous treat-
ment of tenants or other dependants; want of charity to
the poor ; injuries done to tradefmen by infolvency or de-
Jay of payment; with numberlefs examples of the fame
kind, are accounted no breaches of honour; becaufe a
man is not a lefs agreeable companion for thefe vices, nor
the worfe to deal with, in thofe concerns which are ufually
tranfacted between perfons of honour,

Again,
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THE LAW OF THE LAND, 3

Again, the Law of Honour being conftituted by men
occupied in the purfuit of pleafure, and for the mutual
convenience of fuch men, will be found, as might be ex«
peted from the chara&er and defign of the law-makers,
to be, in moft inftances, favourable to the licentious indul-
gence of the natural paffions.

Thus it allows of fornication, adultery, drunkennefs,
prodigality, duelling, and revenge in the extreme; and
lays no ftrels upon the virtues oppofite to thefe.

C H A P. III.

The Law of the Land.

TH’AT part of mankind, who are beneath the Law

of Honour, often make the Law of the Land
their rule of life ; that is, they are fatisfied with them-
felves, fo long as they do or omit nothing, for the doing
or omitting of which the law can punifh them,

Whereas every {yftem of human laws, confidered as a
rule of life, labours under the two following defes :

I. Human laws omit many duties, as not obje@s of

compulfion; fuch as piety to God, bounty to the poor,
forgive~
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4 THE LAW OF THE LAND.

forgivenefs of injuries, education of children, gratitude to
benefaors, &c.

The Law, never [peaks but to command, nor commands
but where it can compell; confequently thofe duties,
which by their nature muft be woluntary, are left out of
the ftatute book, as lying beyond the reach of it’s opera-
tion and authority.

1I. Human laws permit, or which is the fame thing,
fuffer to go unpunifhed, many crimes, becaufe incapable
of being defined by any previous defcription.—Of which
nature is luxury, prodigality, partiality in voting at thofe
elections, where the qualification of the candidate ought
to determine the fuccefs—caprice in the difpofition of
men’s fortunes at their death—difrefpet to parents—and a
multitude of fimilar examples,

For this is the alternative ; the Law mutft either define,
beforehand, and with precifion, the offences which it pu-
nifhes, or muft leave it to the diftretion of the magiftrate,
to determine upon each particular cafe, whether it confti-
tutes that offence which the law defigned to punifh, or not;
which is, in effe®, leaving it to the magiftrate to punifh
or not to punifh, at his pleafure, the individual who is
brought before him—which is juft fo much tyranny.
Where, therefore, as in the inftances above-mentioned,
the diftin@ion between right and wrong is of too fubtle or
too fecret a nature, to be afcertained by any preconcerted

language,
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THE SCRIPTURES. 5

language, the law of moft countrics, efpecially of free
ftates, rather than commit the liberty of the fubje@ to the
difcretion of the magiftrate, leaves men in fuch cafes to
themfelves,

C H A P. IV,

The Scriptures.

WHOEVER expects to find in the Scriptures, par-

ticular direCtions for every moral doubt that
arifes, looks for more than he will meet with. And to
what 2 magnitude fuch a detail of particular precepts
would have enlarged the facred volume, may be partly
underftood from hence—The laws of this country, includ-
ing the alts of the legiflature and the decifions of our
fupreme courts of juftice, are not contained in fewer than
fifty folio volumes ; and yet it is not one time in ten, that
you can find the cafe you look for, in any law-book what-
ever; to {ay nothing, of thofe numerous points of condu&,
in which the Jaw does not profefs to prefcribe or determine
any thing.

Had then the fame particularity, which obtains in hu-
man laws, fo far as they go, been attempted in the Scrip-
tures,
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6 THE SCRIPTURES.

tures, throughout theiwhole extent of morality, it is ma-
nifeft, they would have been by much too bulky to be
either read or circulated ; or rather as St. John fays, * even
the world itfelf could not contain the books that thould be
written,”

Morality is taught in Scripture in this wife—~General
rules are laid down of picty, juflice, benevolence, and
purity—fuch as worfhiping God in fpirit and in truth—
doing as we would be done by—Iloving our neighbour as
ourfelf—forgiving others, as we expe& forgivenefs from
God—that mercy is better than facrifice—that not that
which entereth into a man, (nor by parity of reafun, any
ceremonial pollutions) but that which proceedeth from the
heart, defileth him. Sqveral of thefe rules are occafionally
illuftrated, ecither in f&itious examples, as the parable of
the good Samaritan—of the cruel fervant, who refufed to
his fellow-fetvant, that indulgenceand compaffion which bLis
mailer had juft thewa to him ; or i inflances which actually
prefented themfelves, as the reproof of his difciples at the Sa-
maritan village—the praife of the poor widow, who caft in
her aft mite~—the cenfure of the Pharifees, who chofe out the
chief rooms—and of the tradition, whereby they evaded the
command to fuftain their indigent parents—or n the refo-
Jution of queflions, which thofe about our Saviour propefed
20 kim, as his anfwer to the young man who afked him,
¢ What lack I yet?” and to the honeft fcribe, who had
found out even in that age and country, that to love God

and
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THE SCRIPTURES. v

and his neighbour, was more than all whole burnt offer-
ings and facrifice.

And this is the way in which all pratical fciences are
taught, as Arithmetic, Grammar, Navigation, and the like,.~
Rules are laid down, and examples are fubjoined ; not that
thefe examples are the cafes, much lefs all the cafes that
will actually occur, but by way only of explaining the
principle of the rule, and as fo many fpecimens of the me~
thod of applying it.—The chicf difference is, that the ex-
amples in Scripture are not annexed to the rules, with the
didactic regularity to which we are now-a-days accuftomed,
but delivered difperfedly, -as particular occafions fuggefted,
which gave them however, efpecially to thofe who heard
them, and were prefent to the occafions which produced
them, an energy and perfuafion, much beyond what the
fame, or any inftances would have appeared with, in theic
places in a fyftem.

Befides this, the Scriptures commonly prefuppofe in
the perfon they fpeak to, a knowledge of the principles of
natural juftice; and are employed, not fo muchto teach
rnew rules of morality, as to enforce the pra&ice of it by
new fanions, and a greater certainty ; which laft part
feems to be the proper bufinefs of a revelation from God s
and what was moit wanted.

Thus

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108066006
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06600-6 - The Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy
William Paley

Excerpt

More information

8 THE MORAL SENSE,

Thus the “ unjuft, covenant breakers, and extortioners
are condemned in fcripture, {uppofing it known, or leaving
it, where it admits of doubt, to moralifts to determine, what
injuftice, extortion, or breach of contract are.

The above confiderations are intended to prove, that the
fcriptures do not fuperfede the ufe of the fcience we pro-
fefs to treat of ; and to acquit them of any charge of imper-
fection or infufficiency on that account.

C H A P Y.

The Moral Senfe.

“ THE father of Caius Torantus had been profcribed by
“ the triumvirate. Caius Toranius coming over to
‘¢ the interefts of that party difcovered to the officers, who
¢ were in purfuit of the old man’s life, the place where he
¢ concealed himfelf, and gave them withall a defcription,
“ by which they might diftinguith his perfon, when they
“¢ found him. Theaged parent, more anxious for the fafety
‘¢ and fortunes of his fon, than about the little that might
¢ remain of hisown life, began immediately to enquire of
¢ the officers who feized him, whether his fon was well,
¢ whether he had done his duty to the fatisfa@ion of his
4¢ generals. That fon, replied one of the officers, fo dear to

thy
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THE MORAL SENSE, 9

¢ thy affeQtions, betrayed thee to us; by his information
“¢ thou art apprehended, and dieft. The officer with this
“ ftruck a poniard to his heart, and the unhappy father
“ fell, not fo much affe¢ted by his fate, as by the means
“ to which he owed it.” *

Now the queftion is, whether, if this ftory were re-
lated to the wild boy, caught fome years ago in the woods
of Hanover, or to a favage, without experience, and with-
out inftruction, cut off, from his infancy, from all inter-
courfe with his fpecies, and confequently under no poffible
influence of example, authority, education, fympathy, or
habit ; whether, I fay, fuch a one would feel upon the re-
lation, any degree of that fentiment of difapprobation of Tora-
nius's conduc?, which we feel, or not.

Thofe who maintain the exiftence of a moral fenfe—of
innate maxims—of a natural confcience—that the love of

virtue and hatred of vice are inflin@ive—or the perception
C of

* ¢« Cajus Toranius tnumvirum partes fecutus, profcripti patris fui pre-
torii et ornati viri latebras, ztatem, notafque torporis, quibus apgnofci poffet,
centurionibus edidit, qui eum perfecuti funt. Seaex de filii magis vita, et
incrementis, quam de reliquo fpiritu fuo follicitus; an incolumis effef, et
an imperatoribus fatisfaceret, interrogare eos ccepit. E quibus unus: ab
illo inquit, quem tantopere diligis, .demontftratus, noftro minifterio, filii in-
dicio occideris : protinufque peftus ejus gladio trajecit. Collapfus 1taque
eft infelix, aultore cadis, quam ipfa cede, miferior.”

Varer. Max, Lib. 1X. Cap, 11,
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10 THE MORAL SENSE.

of right and wrong intuitive, (all which are only different
ways of exprefling the fame thing) affirm that he would.

Thofe who deny the exiftence of a moral fenfe, &c. affirm
that he would not.—

And upon this iffue is joined.

As the experiment has never been tried ; and from the
difficulty of procuring a fubject (not to mention the im-
poflibility of propofing the queftion to him, if we had one)
is never likely to be tried, what would be the event, can
only be judged of from probable reafons.

Thofe who contend for the affirmative, obferve, that we
approve examples of generofity, gratitude, fidelity, &c.
and condemn the contrary, inftantly—without deliberation
—without having any intereft of ours concerned in them—
oftimes without being confcious of, or able to give, any
reafon for our approbation—that this approbation is uni-
form and univerfal ; the fame forts of conduc being ap-
proved or difapproved in all ages and countries of the world
—All which circumftances, fay they, ftrongly indicate the
operation of an inftin¢t or moral fenfe,

On the other hand, anfwers have been given to moft of
thefe arguments, by the patrons of the oppofite fyftem ;

and
Firft,
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