
Printing and Publishing History
The interface between authors and their readers is a fascinating subject in 
its own right, revealing a great deal about social attitudes, technological 
progress, aesthetic values, fashionable interests, political positions, economic 
constraints, and individual personalities. This part of the Cambridge Library 
Collection reissues classic studies in the area of printing and publishing 
history that shed light on developments in typography and book design, 
printing and binding, the rise and fall of publishing houses and periodicals, 
and the roles of authors and illustrators. It documents the ebb and flow 
of the book trade supplying a wide range of customers with products from 
almanacs to novels, bibles to erotica, and poetry to statistics.

Bibliotheca Ratcliffiana
The library of the chandler John Ratcliffe (1707–76) was amassed before the 
onset of ‘bibliomania’, and perfectly illustrates the last days of a period of 
book collecting when scholars and commoners could hope to compete with 
wealthy noblemen. The collection contained over a hundred incunabula, 
including forty-eight Caxtons, and a fine selection of sixteenth-century 
English books, alongside contemporary literature and Presbyterian tracts. 
Many of Ratcliffe’s incunabula had been purchased from James West, 
others from Anthony Askew. In turn, his books were acquired by a circle 
of his contemporaries, including William Herbert, Charles Chauncy and 
William Hunter. However, the purchase of some of the finest books by the 
aristocratic Justin MacCarthy Reagh provided a hint of what was to come. 
Reissued here is James Christie’s 1776 sale catalogue, featuring handwritten 
annotations by an attendee at the auction who recorded the prices paid and 
the names of buyers.

C A M B R I D G E  L I B R A R Y  C O L L E C T I O N
Books of enduring scholarly value

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-06582-5 - Bibliotheca Ratcliffiana: A Catalogue of the Elegant and
Truly Valuable Library of John Ratcliffe
James Christie
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781108065825
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This edition first published 1776
This digitally printed version 2014

isbn  978-1-108-06582-5  Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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Selected books of related interest, also reissued in the 
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Anonymous: Catalogue of the Valuable Library of the Late Rev. Henry Richards Luard 
(1891) [ISBN 9781108057295]

Baker and Leigh: Bibliotheca Askeviana (1774–84) [ISBN 9781108065849]

Bodleian Library: A Catalogue of the Books Relating to British Topography, and Saxon
and Northern Literature (1814) [ISBN 9781108057318]

Christie, James: Bibliotheca Ratcliffiana (1776) [ISBN 9781108065825]

Clark, John Willis: The Care of Books (1902) [ISBN 9781108005081]

Curwen, Henry: A History of Booksellers (1874) [ISBN 9781108021432]

Dee, John, edited by James Orchard Halliwell, James Crossley, John Eglington Bailey 
and M.R. James: John Dee’s Diary, Catalogue of Manuscripts and Selected Letters 
(1842, 1851, 1880, 1921) [ISBN 9781108050562]

Dibdin, Thomas Frognall: Bibliomania (1811) [ISBN 9781108015806]

Dibdin, Thomas Frognall: Bibliophobia (1832) [ISBN 9781108015592]

Dibdin, Thomas Frognall: Bibliotheca Spenceriana (4 vols., 1814–15)
[ISBN 9781108051118]

Dibdin, Thomas Frognall: Reminiscences of a Literary Life (2 vols., 1836)
[ISBN 9781108009355]

Duff, E. Gordon: A Century of the English Book Trade (1905) [ISBN 9781108026765]

Duff, E. Gordon: Early Printed Books (1893) [ISBN 9781108026741]

Edwards, Edward: Free Town Libraries, their Formation, Management, and History 
(1869) [ISBN 9781108009362]

Edwards, Edward: Libraries and Founders of Libraries (1864) [ISBN 9781108010528]

Edwards, Edward: Memoirs of Libraries (3 vols., 1859) [ISBN 9781108010566]

Evans, Robert Harding: A Catalogue of the Library of the Late John, Duke of Roxburghe 
(1812) [ISBN 9781108065832]

Evans, Robert Harding: White Knights Library (1819) [ISBN 9781108065986]
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Fagan, Louis: The Life of Sir Anthony Panizzi, K.C.B. (2 vols., 1880)
[ISBN 9781108044912]

King, Thomas: Bibliotheca Farmeriana (1798) [ISBN 9781108065993]

Oates, J.C.T.: Catalogue of the Fifteenth-Century Printed Books in the University Library,
Cambridge (2 vols., 1954) [ISBN 9781108008488]

Sayle, C.E.: Early English Printed Books in the University Library, Cambridge
(4 vols., 1900–7) [ISBN 9781108007818]

Wheatley, Henry Benjamin: How to Form a Library (1886) [ISBN 9781108021494]

Wheatley, Henry Benjamin: How to Catalogue a Library (1889) [ISBN 9781108021487]

For a complete list of titles in the Cambridge Library Collection please visit:
www.cambridge.org/features/CambridgeLibraryCollection/books.htm
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