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Egyptology

The large-scale scientific investigation of Egyptian antiquities by Western
scholars began as an unintended consequence of Napoleon’s invasion of
Egypt during which, in 1799, the Rosetta Stone was discovered. The military
expedition was accompanied by French scholars, whose reports prompted a
wave of enthusiasm that swept across Europe and North America resulting
in the Egyptian Revival style in art and architecture. Increasing numbers of
tourists visited Egypt, eager to see the marvels being revealed by archaeological
excavation. Writers and booksellers responded to this growing interest with
publications ranging from technical site reports to tourist guidebooks and
from children’s histories to theories identifying the pyramids as repositories
of esoteric knowledge. This series reissues a wide selection of such books.
They reveal the gradual change from the ‘tomb-robbing’ approach of early
excavators to the highly organised and systematic approach of Flinders
Petrie, the ‘father of Egyptology’, and include early accounts of the
decipherment of the hieroglyphic script.

A History of Egypt

Published in six volumes between 1894 and 1905, this collection served as

a valuable reference work for students and scholars of Egyptology at a time
when ongoing archaeological excavations were adding significantly to the
understanding of one of the world’s oldest civilisations. At the forefront

of this research was Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie (1853-1942),
whose pioneering methods made Near Eastern archaeology a much more
systematic and scientific discipline. Many of his other publications are also
reissued in this series. Britain’s first professor of Egyptology from 1892, Petrie
was conscious of the fact that there was no textbook he could recommend

to his students. The work of Weidemann was in German and out of date, so
Petrie and his collaborators incorporated the latest theories and discoveries
in this English-language resource. Volume 6 (1901), written by Stanley Lane-
Poole (1854-1931), covers Arabic Egypt from 639 to 1517.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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PREFACE

In this volume the History of Egypt in the Middle Ages,
from its conquest by the Saracens in 640 to its annexation
by the Ottoman Turks in 1517, is for the first time
related in a continuous narrative apart from the general
history of the Mohammadan caliphate. In compressing
the events of nearly nine centuries into a single volume,
many interesting subjects are of necessity treated very
briefly, but the list of authorities at the head of each
chapter will enable the student to obtain fuller details,
especially if he is acquainted with Arabic.

Besides the works thus cited, I am particularly indebted
to M. Max van Berchem, not only for permission to
reproduce his photographs of inscriptions, but for his
invaluable assistance in preparing the lists of inscriptions
which precede each chapter, for which he kindly sent
me the proof-sheets of the forthcoming volume of his
Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum, and
also notes of the Mamlik inscriptions he had collected in
Syria. I have also to thank my colleagues Professor
R. H. Charles and Professor J. B. Bury for their help in
reference to the Ethiopic and Byzantine sources for the
history of the Arab conquest ; and M. P. Casanova and
M. Herz Bey for the use of some of the illustrations.

S. L.-P.

TriNiTY COLLEGE, DUBLIN,
December 18tk, 1900
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION.

The Arabic alphabet is thus represented : | in the
middle of a word by - (as el-Ma'min), « b, < t, & th,
T ¢ (English j, but in Lower Egypt pronounced as
hard g in “ get "), C h, & kh, 5 d, 3 dh (as th in “this"),
36 iz ows, Uesh, ey, U84, b, bz C‘v égh,
S 8k Ik Jl, em, 5 n, oh sw, (g§y. The
Persian « is represented by g. The vowels and diph-
thongs are Z_ a or e (according to the rules of imala),
2 uoro, T7i; 123, 42 14, (¥ 1; Siaw, %! ey or ay.
When a name is repeated the article is often omitted ;
as El-Hakim and Hakim. Ibn (son) is abbreviated as b.
D stands for dinar, a gold coin worth about half a
guinea.

Xv
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