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scholars began as an unintended consequence of Napoleon’s invasion of
Egypt during which, in 1799, the Rosetta Stone was discovered. The military
expedition was accompanied by French scholars, whose reports prompted a
wave of enthusiasm that swept across Europe and North America resulting
in the Egyptian Revival style in art and architecture. Increasing numbers of
tourists visited Egypt, eager to see the marvels being revealed by archaeological
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A History of Egypt

Published in six volumes between 1894 and 1905, this collection served as

a valuable reference work for students and scholars of Egyptology at a time
when ongoing archaeological excavations were adding significantly to the
understanding of one of the world’s oldest civilisations. At the forefront of
this research was Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie (1853-1942), whose
pioneering methods made Near Eastern archaeology a much more systematic
and scientific discipline. Many of his other publications are also reissued

in this series. Britain’s first professor of Egyptology from 1892, Petrie was
conscious of the fact that there was no textbook he could recommend to his
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and his collaborators incorporated the latest theories and discoveries in this
English-language resource. In Volume 2 (1896), Petrie covers the seventeenth
and eighteenth dynasties.
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PREFACE

THE present volume of the history of Egypt comprises
only a short period of a few centuries; but a period
which is more full of material than any other age
of Egypt. The foreign wars, the contact with other
nations, the architectural activity, the luxury and
brilliance of this cycle, all render it the most attractive
in the long history of the country.

The present statement of the material is therefore on
a far larger scale than in the previous volume ; the
standard of leaving no fact or monument referring to
the regal history unnoticed, having been maintained
throughout.

Such a text-book is of necessity only a work of
reference in many parts; but general observations on
the condition of the country, and the circumstances
of the rule, have given scope for summarising the
view suitably for the historical reader. In particular,
the decline of Egyptian rule in Syria has been for the
first time treated as a consecutive history.

Regarding the references, the various sources have
been compared, and the best text selected: where
accuracy is equal, the later publications and the English
publications have been preferred.

v
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vi PREFACE

The references by letter or number to the various
buildings at Thebes are always based on the plans
given in Baedeker’s Guide, as these are the most
compact and accessible for general use.

Mr. F. L1. Griffith has again given the most ungrudg-
ing help in revising, and often translating, the various
documents which are here quoted. And I have also to
thank Professor Sayce and Mr. Percy Newberry for
many notes and corrections.
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