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PREFACE.

In a publication similar to the present,
the labours of the writer will necessarily
consist more of the exercise of his taste
and judgment, than of any superior talents or
acquirements.

He who undertakes the task of a literary
collector has often been compared to the
bee, that, roving from flower to flower,
extracts every sweet that offers itself to his
choice, and depends, for the future store of
his hive, more on the inviting treasures
blooming around him, fhan on any wealth
of his own. But this simile, perfectly ap-

voL. I. A
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iv PREFACE.

posite in most cases of compilation, is here
only partially applicable. The articles now
presented to the public, have, in many
instances, been collected from sources that
lay far out of common reach, and which de-
manded, for their attainment, an extended
acquaintance not only with musical history,
ancient and modern, but with circum-
stances connected with the habits and
characters of many composers and per-
formers, which could only be expected to
come within the knowledge of a profes-
sional musician.

To the bee, every garden is open, and
every garden alike; not so, to him who
seeks for musical curiosities, are the re-
cesses he has to explore. The intelligence
to be acquired, and so indispensable to the
completion of his intended work, is limited
to a distinguished few; and, in a great
measure, not acquirable, except by him
who, favoured by a kind of professional
privilege, finds the door of information open
to his approaches. But while, on that very
account, such information will, to the ge-
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PREFACE. \

nerality of readers, be the more acceptable,
because the more rare, yet, as being subject
to the whims and caprices of tardy or re-
luctant informants, it is often the more
difficult of attainment.

The labours of the Editor have not, how-
ever, been wholly confined to the humble
task of compilation ; many of the narratives
and anecdotes in these volumes are the
results of a reminiscence founded on the
professional practice and personal connec-
tion of three score years, and have never
before met the public eye. Most of these
are curious and interesting, and none of
them, it is trusted, unworthy the atten-
tion of musical readers.

Among the other articles, will be found
biographical notices of some of the most
meritorious composers and performers, vocal
and instrumental, of this and the past cen-
tury. Concerning these, the narrated facts
are faithful, and the criticisms meant to be
liberal and candid. The whole is intended
to form a mass of useful and amusing matter
—nmatter too nearly connected with the
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vi PREFACE.

taste and feelings of musicians and ama-
teurs, not to gratify the readers to whose
attention the work is particularly addressed ;
and, if the Editor shall prove to have been so
successful as to have effected this object,
he will have no reason to be dissatisfied
with the labour he has bestowed.
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