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This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works,
textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly
interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early twentieth-century
work from around the world, these books offer a valuable resource for scholars in
reception history, textual editing, and literary studies.

The Brontés Life and Letters

First published in 1908, this two-volume collection was prepared by journalist, critic
and Bronté enthusiast Clement King Shorter (1857-1926), following the appearance
of Charlotte Bronté and Her Circle (1896) and Charlotte Bronté and Her Sisters (1905).
Building on the research of Elizabeth Gaskell, the volumes document through
correspondence the remarkable lives and literary careers of Charlotte (1816-55),
Emily (1818-48) and Anne (1820-49). The use of previously unpublished manuscripts
and letters served to broaden significantly the scope of the work. Volume 1 covers the
family’s background, the sisters’ experiences at Cowan Bridge and Haworth, and the
development of their literary talents. The volume concludes with the death of Branwell
Bronté in 1848. Presenting a wealth of source material, this collection remains a
treasure trove for those seeking to understand how classics of English literature came
to be shaped by the world their authors inhabited.
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after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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PREFACE

Tue Life of Charlotte Bronté has been written, with
finality all will agree, by Mrs. Gaskell, but when an author
has attained to great fame there is a public, however
small, with whom the interest extends beyond a standard
biography. It was so with Johnson, and we have not only
the incomparable ‘ Boswell,’ but certain volumes of letters
edited by Dr. Birkbeck Hill. It was so with Scott, and
we have not only the always interesting  Lockhart,” but
four volumes of letters and diaries that every lover
of Sir Walter delights in. Thus it is that I have to
congratulate myself upon the fact that the widespread
Ainterest in the Brontés has secured for my book, Clarlotte
Bronté and Her Circle, a very large audience, both in
Great Britain and the United States. The merits of that
book were due in no measure to the compiler, but rather
to the happy accident which placed in his hands a great
deal of material not known to any previous writer on
the subject.

During the eleven years that have passed since I first
published Charlotte Bronté and Her Circle, correspondents
from all parts of the world have forwarded me documents
and letters which I am glad to add here, thus making this
book, which I call 7%e Brontés: Life and Letters, very
largely a new work. Everything that was in the former
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vi THE BRONTES

work has been incorporated, and a quantity of extremely
valuable new material has been added, including many
hitherto unpublished letters. The placing for the first
time of the whole of the correspondence in chronological
order will, it is hoped, be considered in itself sufficient to
justify this publication.

It had always been my ambition to present these letters
in chronological order, but I found that no book of the
kind could be considered satisfactory that did not include
all the letters glready published, even those that were
familiar to the readers of Mrs. Gaskell’s biography. The
exhaustion of the copyright of Mrs. Gaskell’s book has
given me my opportunity. I have every reason to hope
that there are many Bronté enthusiasts who will welcome
these volumes, which, although avowedly a compilation,
will make a sympathetic appeal to those who have come
under the glamour of the Bront& story.

I have to offer a word of thanks to Dr. Robertson
Nicoll, to Mr. C. W. Hatfield of Pershore, and to Mr.
Butler Wood of Bradford, for kindly reading my proof-
sheets, and for valuable suggestions. I have also to
acknowledge indebtedness to Mr. Thomas J. Wise and
Mr. H. Buxton Forman for the loan of correspondence.

C. S
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