
Literary studies
This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary works, textual editions, anthologies 
and literary criticism which are of lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to early 
twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a valuable resource for scholars in reception 
history, textual editing, and literary studies. 

The Private Correspondence of David Garrick 
with the Most Celebrated Persons of His Time

David Garrick (1717–79) is synonymous with the golden age of English theatre. Widely acclaimed as an actor, he 
went on to become a shrewd theatre manager at Drury Lane. His years in charge of the Theatre Royal ensured its 
dramatic ascendancy and burnished his own considerable celebrity. These letters, first published in 1831, reveal 
Garrick’s gregarious nature and shed light on his many friendships with leading ladies, fellow actors, contemporary 
playwrights, and members of high society. His love of Shakespeare’s work is also evident, highlighting Garrick’s 
pivotal role in ensuring the plays became established in the national consciousness. This two-volume collection 
was edited by James Boaden (1762–1839), who published several theatrical biographies (also reissued in this 
series). Containing correspondence for the period 1736–74, Volume 1 also includes a biographical account that 
traces the progress of Garrick’s theatrical career.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from its own backlist, 
producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range 
of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, 
or as landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other partner libraries, 
and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected for inclusion. The files 
are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which 
the Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain 
available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value (including out-of-copyright 
works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences 
and in science and technology. 
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
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