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¢“The City of Intelligence, the Athens of the Spree ! ’—7%e Berlinese.
¢ The Sand-box of Germany ! —Z%e Viennese.

« “ No, I could not trust myself to this Prussia, this bigoted, gaitered hero, so boastful and
gluttonous, with his corporal’s cane, which he steeps in holy water before striking with it. I was
sovereignly displeased with this nature—a combination of philosophy, Christianity, and militarism—
this mixture of white beer, mendacity, and Brandenburg sand. I found especially repugnant this
hypocritical Prussia, with its appearance of holiness, this Ta»#¢fe among nations. . . .

*“ Whilst all the others were boasting of how proudly the Prussian eagle soared towards the sun,
I prudently kept my eyes fixed upon his claws.”’—HEINrRICH HEINE,
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PREFACE.

THE following pages are the result of several prolonged visits
paid to Berlin, the first of which took place in the autumn of
the year 1872, at the important epoch of the meeting of the
three Emperors, no doubt, to arrange their respective lines
of action whenever the struggle, already felt to be inevitable,
between Russia and Turkey should survene.

The aim the writer has had in view has been to convey
an accurate idea—in small matters as well as great—of a city
out of the regular highway of continental travel, and which,
as the capital of the new German Empire, is destined to
increase in interest to the other nations of Europe as well as
to exercise a greatly extended influence over the rest of the
Fatherland. There is an old proverb which says, “ Who has
not seen Cologne has never seen Germany,” but to-day the
proverb has lost its significance, as it is no longer the ci.ty of the
shrines of the Magi, and the eleven thousand martyred virgins,
but the whilom capital of the little Mark of Brandenburg and
the present chief city of the powerful German Empire which
it is necessary a stranger should see. Of the great Germanic
body, Berlin is to-day at once the head and the heart, for
in all that relates to the new Empire, it is Berlin that thinks,
conceives, frames, organizes, and commands.

H. V.
LoNDON, Awugust, 1879.
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