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covers the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The introduction gives a brief
account of early church music.
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PREFACE.

THE present work was orginally compiled,
nearly twelve years ago, for the Editor’s own in-
formation and amusement. From this period to
the present he has not, from time to time, omitted
to add to his former collections such further
anecdotes and memoirs as he has been able to de-
rive from every authentic source of information
which has been accessible to him. 1In addition to
his own investigations, he has, of course, been
much indebted to the works of Sir John Hawkins
and Dr. Burney, as well as the publications of
numerous other English authors on the subject ;
nor has he neglected an accurate inspection of
such of the works of the continental writers as
he has been able to procure. He has likewise
been supplied, by his musical friends, with some

original memoirs.
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v PREFACE.

With respect to the arrangement of his work,
chronologically, into elasses and countries, he trusts
that it will be found useful in affording a general
view of musical history, which a mere alphabe-
tieal arrangement would not have done. It is, he
acknowledges, liable to some objections (though,
upon the whole, they are not of great importance),
arising chiefly from the want of certainty, in
several instances, respecting the places in which
the persons spoken of were born, and from the
circumstance of many persons passing the greater
part of their lives in other countries than those
which gave them birth.

In this arrangement it has been found necessary
to place the Prussian and Danish musicians under
the general head of Germany, and the natives of
Ireland under that of Great Britain.

That there are numerous omissions in his work,
the Editor freely confesses,and has greatly to lament,
particularly where these omissions respect persons
of eminence in the profession; buthe ventures to
hope, that the indulgent reader will consider these
as in some measure necessarily attendant upon a
work, in which persons living as well as deceased
are spoken of.
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PREFACE. v

Any additions, either of memoirs or anecdotes,
addressed to the publisher, and properly authen-
ticated, will be extremely acceptable ; and if these
be found of sufficient iinportance to be printed as
a supplement to his work, the Editor will be most
happy to have this done in such manner that they
may be bound up with, or incorporated in, the
copics of the present edition.

When he first resolved to submit his labours
to the Public, he proposed to insert in the se-
cond volume a priced and arranged catalogue of
such music of the respective composers therein
mentioned as is now in print in this country;
but to this some objections were stated, which
induced the publisher rather to wish that such a
catalogue might be printed separately. Consider-
able preparations have been made for it; and if
at last such should be considered desirable, its

separate publication will not long be delayed.

|
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