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CAMBRIDGE LIBRARY COLLECTION

Books of enduring scholarly value

Literary Studies

This series provides a high-quality selection of early printings of literary
works, textual editions, anthologies and literary criticism which are of
lasting scholarly interest. Ranging from Old English to Shakespeare to
early twentieth-century work from around the world, these books offer a
valuable resource for scholars in reception history, textual editing,

and literary studies.

The Life of Thomas Chatterton

The poet and forger Thomas Chatterton (1752-70) is known today to have
been the author of the Rowley poems, a series of compositions in medieval
English. Chatterton claimed to have transcribed them from manuscripts
written by a fifteenth-century monk, Thomas Rowley. After Chatterton’s
tragic early death, however, debate raged about the provenance of the
poems. This biography, published in 1789, engages powerfully in that
debate. Scholar and cleric George Gregory (1754-1808) makes every effort
to defend Chatterton against the accusations of forgery, tackling each
objection point by point, not least the question of why eighteenth-century
syntax appears in the Rowley poems. Paired with Cottle and Southey’s
three-volume collection of Chatterton’s work (also reissued in this series),
this book attests to the growth of his influence and remains relevant to
students and scholars of English literature.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This edition first published 1789
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-06335-7 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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THE
L IFE
OF
THOMAS CHATTERTON,
WITH
CRITICISMS
ON HIS
GENIUS AND WRITINGS,
AND

A CONCISE VIEW

OF THE

CONTROVERSY

CONCERNING

ROWLET’s POEMS.

By G. GREGORY, D.D. F.A.S.
AUTHOR OF ESSAYS HISTORICAL AND MORAL, &e.

e R e

Agora com pobreza aborrecida,

Por hofpicivs atheos degradado;
Agora da efperanga ja adquirida,

Pc novo mais que nunca derribado.

Camorxs.
LONDON.
PRINTED FOR G. KEARSLEY, No. 46, FLEET STREET.
1789.

{ Price Five Shillings fewed. ]

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108063357
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06335-7 - The Life of Thomas Chatterton: With Criticisms on his Genius and
Writings, and a Concise View of the Controversy Concerning Rowley’s Poems

George Gregory

Frontmatter

More information

An extract /9’*07”/KE' W GARDENS, wre wry’m/ﬁ%&/« HS y
CHATTERTON ,@ @ Jac somele /7212(,/ tand 10;7@7

bt aee Ho @w of o trmefud Mo

Wit av Moo pliares when compartl fy mrn .
Jfa/,/;, Jeat and bl 1my niam i Jerw,
Fhee /447,. He Tovihds 7(/4’% @c/e/mw;
/X ﬂm/‘ﬂﬁxyé’md wdhors in Hayear,
WJ,7 b Pouitin) J%, ond g deor
brd n w’n/vfana} b an  anciont todd
Meawisea his Jyllsbls ints an G

Vet vuch Mo venvry Mesit of his Muwe

Hoo bros b Deono and liko hislordsbps Sros
Ror Cave Hhe wiched louen wasy of hime
% /,,,, furm /”’W:Z Ho wire v Fone ;
Higort e G Firnsfor 84,

Tt syin el i 5 decond dnfo

% m yrmr J’h/mu/- 12 o ./an apvanco .
Roe W weach %”Muva n %ﬁna/nw .

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108063357
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06335-7 - The Life of Thomas Chatterton: With Criticisms on his Genius and
Writings, and a Concise View of the Controversy Concerning Rowley’s Poems

George Gregory

Frontmatter

More information

ADVERTISEMENT.

T HE following pages were compofed at the requeft
of the refpectable Editor of the Biographia Britannica,
in order to be inferted in that valuable work. The
author, however, requefted leave to print off a fmall
edition, in a feparate ftate, for the accommodaticn and
fatisfaltion of a few friends, to whom he was indebted
on the occafion for fome valuable communications.

Perhaps the admirers of CHATTERTON, and thofe in
particular who have interefted themfelves in the contro-
verfy relating to Rowley’s Poems, will not be difpleafed
at feeing colleted in one view all the particulars which
are known concerning that extraordinary charadter.

The only claim to the public approbation, which the
author prefumes to affert in favour of this little volume,
is that of authenticity, as the public may reft affured
that no faét has been admitted but upon the moft unex-
ceptionable teftimony. He is not at liberty to publifh
all his authorities, but whenever they are known he is
confident in the affertion, that they will be found highly
refpectable. The notes marked O. were added by 2
moft learned and intelligent friend, who honoured the
manufcsipt with his perufal,
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TO THE RIGHT HON, THE

MarqQurs of LLANSDOWN.

My Lorp,

PERMIT me to introduce the unpatronifed
CuatTeErTON to the only ftatefman of our
time who has manifefted a genuine zeal for
the promotion of literature and fcience. Had
the unfortunate fubje&t of thefe pages but
known, or had he made himfelf known to your
Lordfhip, there is much probability that the
world would at this day have continued to
enjoy the increafing fruits of his uncommon
talents.

It would, however, be the extreme of injuf-
tice to confine your Lordfhip’s commendation
to the exercife of private munificence, or the
admiration of learning. As one of that pub-
lic, therefore, who are probably indebted for
every thing which they poflefs or enjoy, to the

wi{dom
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wifdom and virtue of your Lordfhip’s admi-
niftration, allow me to unite with all the ho-
neft and difcerning part of the community, in
exprefling my gratitude for the moft honour-
able and advantageous Peace which was ever
atchieved by this nation. When the little
contentions of Party are no more, and the
clouds of Fadion are diflipated, the Friend of
Mankind and his Country will ftand confe-
crated to the veneration of pofterity; and it
will appear greater to have performed much
within a fhort period, than to have enjoyed
the emoluments of office for an age of inac-
tivity.

I have the honour to be,
My Lorbp,
With great refped,
Your Lordfhip’s obliged
And faithful Servant,

Winkavorth Buildings
May 20, 1789. & The Author-
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