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Linguistics
From the earliest surviving glossaries and translations to nineteenth century
academic philology and the growth of linguistics during the twentieth
century, language has been the subject both of scholarly investigation and
of practical handbooks produced for the upwardly mobile, as well as for
travellers, traders, soldiers, missionaries and explorers. This collection will
reissue a wide range of texts pertaining to language, including the work of
Latin grammarians, groundbreaking early publications in Indo-European
studies, accounts of indigenous languages, many of them now extinct, and
texts by pioneering figures such as Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm von Humbold
and Ferdinand de Saussure.

Lectures on the Science of Language

Born in Germany and trained in Greek, Latin and Sanskrit, Friedrich Max
Miiller (1823-1900) settled at Oxford, where he would become the university’s
first professor of comparative philology. Best known for his work on the Rig
Veda, he brought the comparative study of language, mythology and religion
to a wider audience in Victorian Britain. His lectures at the Royal Institution,
published in two volumes between 1861 and 1864, were reprinted fifteen times
before the end of the century. Volume 2 contains the twelve 1863 lectures, in
which Max Miiller argues for the inseparability of the science of language
from the science of the mind. He explores ‘the body or the outside of language,
the sounds in which language is clothed’ as well as ‘the soul or the inside’ and
its relation to mythology. Hugely successful at the time — George Eliot was
particularly enthused - the lectures remain instructive reading in the history
of linguistics.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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ISBN 978-1-108-06305-0 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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PREFACE.

HIS Second Series of Lectures on the Science of

Language was delivered last year at the Royal
Institution in London. Most of the topics treated
in them had for many years formed the subject of
my public courses at Oxford. In casting my notes
into the shape of lectures to be addressed to a more
advanced audience, I left out many things that were
merely elementary, and I made several additions in
order to show the bearing of the Science of Lan-
guage on some of the more important problems of
philosophy and religion.

Whilst expressing my gratitude to the readers and
reviewers of the first series of my Lectures, to those
who differed from me even more than to those who
agreed with me, I venture to hope that this second
volume may meet with as many indulgent friends
and intelligent critics as the first.

MAX MULLER.
OxFoRD: June 11, 1864,
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