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Linguistics
From the earliest surviving glossaries and translations to nineteenth century
academic philology and the growth of linguistics during the twentieth
century, language has been the subject both of scholarly investigation and
of practical handbooks produced for the upwardly mobile, as well as for
travellers, traders, soldiers, missionaries and explorers. This collection will
reissue a wide range of texts pertaining to language, including the work of
Latin grammarians, groundbreaking early publications in Indo-European
studies, accounts of indigenous languages, many of them now extinct, and
texts by pioneering figures such as Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm von Humboldt
and Ferdinand de Saussure.

Die Verwantschaftsverhiltnisse
der indogermanischen Sprachen

The German linguists Johannes Schmidt (1843-1901) and Hugo Schuchardt
(1842-1927) sought to answer many questions relating to the development
of Indo-European languages, which are all believed to be descended from a
single common ancestor. Schmidt’s Verwantschaftsverhdltnisse was originally
published in 1872 and Schuchardt’s Uber die Lautgesetze followed in 1885;
here they are reissued together in one volume. Schmidt’s work developed
the ‘wave model’ of language change, to which Schuchardt also subscribed.
According to this theory, linguistic innovations spread outwards concentrically
like waves, which become progressively weaker as time elapses and the
distance from their point of origin increases. Since later changes may not
cover the same area, there may be no sharp boundaries between neighbouring
languages or dialects. This theory stood in opposition to the tree model and
the doctrine of sound laws propounded by the Neogrammarian school of
linguists, which is roundly critiqued in Schuchardt’s contribution.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear,
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.
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This digitally printed version 2013
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.
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with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.
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DIE

VERWANTSCHAFTSVERHALTNISSE

DER

INDOGERMANISCHEN SPRACHEN

VYON

JOHANNES SCHMIDT.

WEIMAR,
HERMANN BOHLAU.
1872.
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Vorbemerkung.

Die folgende untersuchung ist den fachgenossen,
welche an den sitzungen der sprachwissenschaftlichen section
der achtundzwanzigsten philologenversammlung zu Leipzig
teil genommen haben, schon bekannt, da ich den wesent-
lichen inhalt der selben in diser versammlung vorgetragen
habe. Einige punkte, welche im miindlichem vortrage
nur angedeutet werden konnten, sind hier weiter aus-
gefiihrt, vor allen dingen die lexicalischen zusammenstel-
lungen, welche fiir die emtscheidung der aufgeworfenen
frage in betracht kommen, mitgeteilt worden. Villeicht
wirft- auch einer oder der andere auf angrenzenden ge-
bieten beschiftigte forscher einen blick auf dise blitter.
Um einem solchen die iibersicht iiber die ergebnisse der
untersuchung nicht zu erschweren, habe ich die wortver-
zeichnisse nicht der untersuchung selbst einverleibt, son-
dern als anhang folgen lassen.

Es lag mir daran die discussion einer frage wider
zu erdffnen, welche manchem schon abgeschlossen erscheint,
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— IV —

zu manen, wie unsicher der gegenwirtig als giltig aner-
kannte stammbaum unserer sprachen ist, auf die gefar
hin, dass das verhiltniss, wie ich es skizziert habe, im
fortschreiten der erkenntniss selbst neuen modificationen
unterworfen sein wird.

Bonn, im juli 1872.
Der verfasser.
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