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records the impressions of Europeans who visited China, Japan, South and
South-East Asia. Some came as missionaries, others as members of trade or
diplomatic missions, or as colonial administrators. Some were straightforward
tourists, and one or two arrived as prisoners or shipwrecked sailors. Such
accounts of travellers’ experiences in exotic locations were eagerly received by
European readers.

Travels in Kamtschatka

Jean-Baptiste-Barthélemy de Lesseps (1766-1834), a French diplomat, served
as an interpreter on La Pérouse’s voyage around the world, which sailed from
Brest in 1785. In 1787, on the eastern coast of the Kamchatka peninsula, he was
tasked with an overland mission to get reports back to France as La Pérouse
proceeded to Australia. This two-volume work, reissued here in its English
translation of 1790, is a compelling account of the one-year journey from Russia
to France, and a tale of endurance and resourcefulness in the face of forbidding
conditions. More than a mere journal, it also relates the author’s observations
on the way of life in Kamchatka, its institutions and trade. Rich in detail, the
work will appeal to historians and readers with an interest in transcontinental
adventure. Volume 1 covers his journey from Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky to
the north-eastern extremity of the Sea of Okhotsk.
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Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social
sciences and in science and technology.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108062824
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06282-4 - Travels in Kamtschatka: During the Years 1787 and 1788: Volume 1
Jean-Baptiste-Barthélemy de Lesseps

Frontmatter

More information

Travels in Kamtschatka

During the Years 1787 and 1788

VOLUME 1

JEAN-BAPTISTE-BARTHELEMY DE LESSEPS

2B CAMBRIDGE
3. UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108062824
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06282-4 - Travels in Kamtschatka: During the Years 1787 and 1788: Volume 1
Jean-Baptiste-Barthélemy de Lesseps

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
University Printing House, Cambridge, cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108062824

© in this compilation Cambridge University Press 2013

This edition first published 1790
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-06282-4 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or
with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108062824
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06282-4 - Travels in Kamtschatka: During the Years 1787 and 1788: Volume 1
Jean-Baptiste-Barthélemy de Lesseps

Frontmatter

More information

TRAVELS

IN

KAMTSCHATKA,

DURING THE YEARS 1787 AnD 1788.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF

M. DE LESSEPS, CONSUL OF FRANCE,

fNTERPRETER TO THE COUNT DE LA PEROUSE, NOW
ENGAGED IN A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, BY
COMMAND OF HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY.

IN TWO VOLUMES,

VOLUME 1.

L OND O N:

PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON, ST, PAUL’S CHURCH-YARD.

17go.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108062824
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06282-4 - Travels in Kamtschatka: During the Years 1787 and 1788: Volume 1
Jean-Baptiste-Barthélemy de Lesseps

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781108062824
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-06282-4 - Travels in Kamtschatka: During the Years 1787 and 1788: Volume 1
Jean-Baptiste-Barthélemy de Lesseps

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

MY work is merely a journal of my
travels. Why fhould I take any fteps to
prepoflefs the judgment of my reader?
Shall I not have more claim to his indul-
gence when I have affured him, that it
was not originally my intention to write
a book ? Will not my account be-the more
interefting, when it is known, that my fole
inducement to employ my pen was the ne-
ceflity I found of filling up my leifure
moments, and that my vanity extended
no farther than to give my friends a faith-
ful journal of the difficulties I had to en-
counter, and the obfervations I made on
my road ? It is evident I wrote by inter-

A2 vals,
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v PREFACE.

vals, negligently or with care, as circum-
ftances permitted, or as the impreflions
made by the objeéts around me were more
or lefs forcible

Confcious of my own inexperience, I
thought it a duty I owed myfelf to let {lip
no opportunity of acquiring information,
as if I had fo:efeen, that I fhould be called
to account for the time I had {pent, and
the knowledge which I had it in my power
to obtain : but perhaps the {crupulous ex-
actnefs to which I confined myfelf, entailed
on my narration a want of elegance and
variety.

The events which relate perfonally to
myfelf are fo conneéted with the fubject of
my remarks, that I have taken no care to
fupprefs them. Imay therefore, not un-
defervedly, be reproached with having

{poken
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PREFACE. v

{poken too much of myfelf: but this is
the prevailing fin of travellers of my age.

Befides this, I am ready to accufe myfelf
of frequent repetitions, which would have
been avoided by a more experienced pen.
On certain {ubje€ls, particularly in refpect
of travels, it is {carcely poffible to avoid an
uniformity of fiyle. To paint the fame
objects, we muft employ the fame colours ;
hence {imilar expreflions are continually re-

curring.

With refpect to the pronunciation of
the Ruflian, Kamtichadale, and other fo-
reign words, I fhall obferve, that all the
letters are to be articulated diftinétly. I
have thought it advifeable, even in the vo-
cabulary, to reject thofe confonants, the
confufed affemblage of which difcourages
the reader, and is not always neceffary.
The kb is to be pronounced as the ¢b of the

Ag Germaas,
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A2 PREFACE.

Germans, or the j of the Spaniards, and
the ¢b as in the French. The finals oi and
in, are to be pronounced, the former as an
improper-diphthong (o) and the latter in
the Englifh, not in the French manner.

The delay of publifhing this journal
renders fome excufe neceflary. Unquef-
tionably I might have given it to the world
fooner, and it was my duty to have done
it ; but my gratitude bad me wait the re-
turn of the count de la Péroufe. What is
my journey, faid I to myfelf? To the pub-
lic, it is only an appendage to the important
expedition of that gentleman ; to myfelf, it
is an honourable proof of his confidence:
I had a double. motive to fubmit my ac-
count to his infpettion. My own intereft
alfo prefcribed this to me. How happy
fhould I have been, if, permitting me to
publifh my travels as a fupplement to his,
he had deigned to render me an aflociate of

his
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PREFACE. vil

his fame ! This, I confefs, was the fole end
of my ambition ; the fole caufe of my delay.

How cruel for me, after a year of impa-
tient expectation, to fee the wifhed for
period {till more diftant! Not a day has
paffed fince my arrival, on which my
withes have not recalled the Aftrolabe and
Bouflole. How often, traverfing in ima-
gination the feas they had to crofs, have I
fought to trace their progrefs, to follow
then from port to port, to calculate their
delays, and to meafure all the windings of
their courfe!

When at the moment of our feparation
in Kamt{chatka, the officers of our veflels
forrowfully embraced me as loft, who would
have faid, that I {hould firft revifit my na-
tive country; that many of them would
never fee it more; and that in a little time
I thould fhed tears over their fate !

Ay Scarcely,
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viit PREFACE.

Scarcely, in effect, had I time to congra-
tulate myfelf on the fuccefs of my miffion,
and the embraces of my family, when the
report of our misfortunes in the Archipe-
lago of navigators arrived, to fill my heart
with forrow and affli¢ton. The vifcount
de Langle, that brave and loyal feaman, the
friend, the companion of our commander;
a man whom I loved and refpedted as my
father, is no more! My pen refufes to
trace his unfortunate end, but my grati-
tude indulges itfelf in repeating, that the
remembrance of his virtues and his kind-
nefs to me, will live eternally in my bofom.

Reader, who ever thou art, pardon this
involuntary effufion of my grief. Hadft
thou known him whom I lament, thou
wouldft mingle thy tears with mine: like
me thou wouldft pray to Heaven, that, for
our confolation, and for the glory of France,

the commander of the expedition, and thofe
of
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*

PREFACE, X

of our brave Argonauts, whom it has pre-
ferved, may foon return. Ah! if whilft I
write, a favourable gale fhould fill their fails,
and impel them towards our fhores |—May
this prayer of my heart be heard ! May the
day on which thefe volumes are publifhed,
be that of their arrival ! In the excefs of
my joy, my felf-love would find the higheft
gratification,

CONTENTS
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