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Books of enduring scholarly value

Physical Sciences

From ancient times, humans have tried to understand the workings of the world
around them. The roots of modern physical science go back to the very earliest
mechanical devices such as levers and rollers, the mixing of paints and dyes, and
the importance of the heavenly bodies in early religious observance and navigation.
The physical sciences as we know them today began to emerge as independent
academic subjects during the early modern period, in the work of Newton and
other ‘natural philosophers, and numerous sub-disciplines developed during the
centuries that followed. This part of the Cambridge Library Collection is devoted
to landmark publications in this area which will be of interest to historians of
science concerned with individual scientists, particular discoveries, and advances
in scientific method, or with the establishment and development of scientific
institutions around the world.

Bibliographia zoologiae et geologiae
Born in Switzerland, Louis Agassiz (1807-73) distinguished himself as one of the
most capable and industrious naturalists of the nineteenth century, working in
fields as diverse as ichthyology and glaciology. In the late 1840s, he moved to North
America, where he became a professor of zoology at Harvard and established the
Museum of Comparative Zoology. His extensive bibliography of all known works
relating to zoology and geology, which he had compiled for private use, was revised
and substantially expanded by the English naturalist Hugh Edwin Strickland (1811-53)
and published by the Ray Society in four volumes between 1848 and 1854. As such,
it stands as the fullest record of the existing scientific literature just prior to the
publication of Darwin’s On the Origin of Species. Volume 4 (1854), completed by
Sir William Jardine (1800-74) after the death of Strickland, concludes the list of
works, arranged alphabetically by author, ranging here from Naccari to Zwinger.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals,
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers)
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in
science and technology.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

MRS AR AARR AR AR YA v

THE present is the concluding volume of the BiBL10OGRAPHIA
ZoovLoGiE ET GEOLOGLE. The delay in its appearance has
been caused by the melancholy death of Mr. H. E. Strickland,
through whose unremitting care and labour the work had been
successfully edited and printed as far as the middle of this
volume. The Council of the Ray Society have been only
now able to present it to their members by the kindness of
Sir William Jardine, Bart., through whose assiduity the work
is now complete which his son-in-law commenced.

It is however obvious that, on account of the time which has
elapsed since the publication of the first volume of this work,
many later works have been omitted. The Council of the
Ray Society therefore contemplate publishing a Supplement,
which will include the titles of all works which shall have
appeared subsequent to the publication of the previous volumes.
To render this as complete as possible, all Zoologists and Geolo-
gists are earnestly requested to forward a List of their Works,
or a Note of any Additions or Corrections to those which have
been already printed in the published volumes of the Biblio-
graphia, without any delay, to Sir W, Jardine, Bart., Jardine
Hall, Lockerby, N. B.

It has also been determined to issue with the Supplementary
Volume an Index of subjects, which it is hoped will greatly
facilitate the use of the work and enhance its value to all
interested in the literature of Geology and Zoology.

1 Dec. 1854.
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