
Religion
For centuries, scripture and theology were the focus of prodigious amounts of 
scholarship and publishing, dominated in the English-speaking world by the work 
of Protestant Christians. Enlightenment philosophy and science, anthropology, 
ethnology and the colonial experience all brought new perspectives, lively debates 
and heated controversies to the study of religion and its role in the world, many 
of which continue to this day. This series explores the editing and interpretation 
of religious texts, the history of religious ideas and institutions, and not least the 
encounter between religion and science. 

A Commentary on the Book of Daniel
This translation of an Arabic commentary by Jephet ibn Ali (fl. late tenth century) 
was first published in 1889. Based on ten manuscripts, the text was carefully edited 
and rendered into English by David Samuel Margoliouth (1858–1940), Laudian 
Professor of Arabic at Oxford. Jephet was a leading Karaite scholar who wrote a 
number of biblical commentaries in his native Arabic. This was one of his mature 
works and perhaps the best example of his critical and exegetical powers. On the 
basis of the historical allusions in the commentary, Margoliouth estimated that 
it was composed between 990 and 1010. The work includes the Arabic text, with 
critical apparatus and a useful glossary of key words. Fiercely polemical against 
Islam, Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism, the commentary has greatly contributed 
to our understanding of tenth-century religious controversies. It remains an 
important work of Karaite literature.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print 
titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought 
after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted economically using 
traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection extends this activity to a 
wider range of books which are still of importance to researchers and professionals, 
either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the history of their 
academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each 
subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art scanning 
machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each book selected 
for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, and 
the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised 
around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books 
will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can 
quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly 
value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) 
across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in 
science and technology. 
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University Printing House, Cambridge, cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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