
Life Sciences
Until the nineteenth century, the various subjects now known as the life sciences were regarded 
either as arcane studies which had little impact on ordinary daily life, or as a genteel hobby for 
the leisured classes. The increasing academic rigour and systematisation brought to the study of 
botany, zoology and other disciplines, and their adoption in university curricula, are reflected in 
the books reissued in this series.

A History of Gardening in England
Brought up among the extensive grounds of her family home at Didlington Hall in Norfolk, 
Alicia Amherst (1865–1941) was a keen gardener from an early age. Especially interested in socially 
beneficial gardening, she sat on the board of the Chelsea Physic Garden from 1900, encouraged 
the growing of smoke-resistant flowers in poor urban areas, and promoted the greater use of 
allotments and school gardens during the First World War. The product of four years’ research, 
this learned and engaging work of horticultural history since Roman times was first published to 
great acclaim in 1895. It notably discusses the manuscript kept at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
of a fifteenth-century treatise in verse, The Feate of Gardening, which is the earliest existing account
in English on the subject. Highly illustrated, Amherst’s book also includes her annotated and 
chronological bibliography of printed works on gardening since 1516.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of out-of-print titles from 
its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books that are still sought after by scholars and 
students but could not be reprinted economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge 
Library Collection extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as landmarks in the 
history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University Library and other 
partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts in each subject area, Cambridge University 
Press is using state-of-the-art scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content 
of each book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, crisp image, 
and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the Press is recognised around 
the world. The latest print-on-demand technology ensures that the books will remain available 
indefinitely, and that orders for single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring scholarly value 
(including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other publishers) across a wide range 
of disciplines in the humanities and social sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1895
This digitally printed version 2013
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This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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Selected books of related interest, also reissued in the 
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Amherst, Alicia: A History of Gardening in England (1895) [ISBN 9781108062084]

Anonymous: The Book of Garden Management (1871) [ISBN 9781108049399]

Blaikie, Thomas: Diary of a Scotch Gardener at the French Court at the End of the Eighteenth Century 
(1931) [ISBN 9781108055611]

Candolle, Alphonse de: The Origin of Cultivated Plants (1886) [ISBN 9781108038904]

Drewitt, Frederic Dawtrey: The Romance of the Apothecaries’ Garden at Chelsea (1928)
[ISBN 9781108015875]

Evelyn, John: Sylva, Or, a Discourse of Forest Trees (2 vols., fourth edition, 1908)
[ISBN 9781108055284]

Farrer, Reginald John: In a Yorkshire Garden (1909) [ISBN 9781108037228]

Field, Henry: Memoirs of the Botanic Garden at Chelsea (1878) [ISBN 9781108037488]

Forsyth, William: A Treatise on the Culture and Management of Fruit-Trees (1802)
[ISBN 9781108037471]

Haggard, H. Rider: A Gardener’s Year (1905) [ISBN 9781108044455]

Hibberd, Shirley: Rustic Adornments for Homes of Taste (1856) [ISBN 9781108037174]

Hibberd, Shirley: The Amateur’s Flower Garden (1871) [ISBN 9781108055345]

Hibberd, Shirley: The Fern Garden (1869) [ISBN 9781108037181]

Hibberd, Shirley: The Rose Book (1864) [ISBN 9781108045384]

Hogg, Robert: The British Pomology (1851) [ISBN 9781108039444]

Hogg, Robert: The Fruit Manual (1860) [ISBN 9781108039451]

Hooker, Joseph Dalton: Kew Gardens (1858) [ISBN 9781108065450]

Jackson, Benjamin Daydon: Catalogue of Plants Cultivated in the Garden of John Gerard, in the Years 
1596–1599 (1876) [ISBN 9781108037150]

Jekyll, Gertrude: Home and Garden (1900) [ISBN 9781108037204]

Jekyll, Gertrude: Wood and Garden (1899) [ISBN 9781108037198]

Johnson, George William: A History of English Gardening, Chronological, Biographical, Literary,
and Critical (1829) [ISBN 9781108037136]

Knight, Thomas Andrew: A Selection from the Physiological and Horticultural Papers Published in 
the Transactions of the Royal and Horticultural Societies (1841) [ISBN 9781108037297]

Lindley, John: The Theory of Horticulture (1840) [ISBN 9781108037242]
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Loudon, Jane: Instructions in Gardening for Ladies (1840) [ISBN 9781108055659]

Mollison, John: The New Practical Window Gardener (1877) [ISBN 9781108061704]

Paris, John Ayrton: A Biographical Sketch of the Late William George Maton M.D. (1838)
[ISBN 9781108038157]

Paxton, Joseph, and Lindley, John: Paxton’s Flower Garden (3 vols., 1850–3) [ISBN 9781108037280]

Repton, Humphry and Loudon, John Claudius: The Landscape Gardening and Landscape 
Architecture of the Late Humphry Repton, Esq. (1840) [ISBN 9781108066174]

Robinson, William: The English Flower Garden (1883) [ISBN 9781108037129]

Robinson, William: The Subtropical Garden (1871) [ISBN 9781108037112]

Robinson, William: The Wild Garden (1870) [ISBN 9781108037105]

Sedding, John D.: Garden-Craft Old and New (1891) [ISBN 9781108037143]

Veitch, James Herbert: Hortus Veitchii (1906) [ISBN 9781108037365]

Ward, Nathaniel: On the Growth of Plants in Closely Glazed Cases (1842) [ISBN 9781108061131]

For a complete list of titles in the Cambridge Library Collection please visit:
http://www.cambridge.org/features/CambridgeLibraryCollection/books.htm
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