
History of Oceania
This series focuses on Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific region from the 
arrival of European seafarers and missionaries to the early twentieth century. 
Contemporary accounts document the gradual development of the European 
settlements from penal colonies and whaling stations to thriving communities 
of farmers, miners and traders with fully-fledged administrative and legal 
systems. Particularly noteworthy are the descriptions of the indigenous peoples 
of the various islands, their customs, and their differing interactions with the 
European settlers.

The Life and Work of Richard John Seddon 
(Premier of New Zealand, 1893–1906)

A successful journalist, naturalist and author, James Drummond (1869–1940) 
began his biography of Richard John Seddon (1845–1906), New Zealand’s 
prime minister, while his subject was still alive and in office. Originally intended 
as a collaborative effort, the work had to be completed without further assistance 
following Seddon’s sudden death on a voyage from Australia to Auckland in 
June 1906. It was published in 1907, along lines ‘that Mr Seddon approved of ’, 
and with an introduction by the prime minister at the time, Sir Joseph Ward. 
A popular figure, Seddon led his party to victory at five successive general 
elections. The book traces his life from his English childhood, through his 
emigration and entry into politics, to his last days, charting the achievements, 
personality and beliefs of New Zealand’s longest-serving prime minister to 
date, and shedding light on the history of the Liberal Party.
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Cambridge University Press has long been a pioneer in the reissuing of 
out-of-print titles from its own backlist, producing digital reprints of books 
that are still sought after by scholars and students but could not be reprinted 
economically using traditional technology. The Cambridge Library Collection 
extends this activity to a wider range of books which are still of importance to 
researchers and professionals, either for the source material they contain, or as 
landmarks in the history of their academic discipline.

Drawing from the world-renowned collections in the Cambridge University 
Library and other partner libraries, and guided by the advice of experts 
in each subject area, Cambridge University Press is using state-of-the-art 
scanning machines in its own Printing House to capture the content of each 
book selected for inclusion. The files are processed to give a consistently clear, 
crisp image, and the books finished to the high quality standard for which the 
Press is recognised around the world. The latest print-on-demand technology 
ensures that the books will remain available indefinitely, and that orders for 
single or multiple copies can quickly be supplied.

The Cambridge Library Collection brings back to life books of enduring 
scholarly value (including out-of-copyright works originally issued by other 
publishers) across a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences and in science and technology. 
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This edition first published 1907
This digitally printed version 2013

ISBN 978-1-108-06200-8 Paperback

This book reproduces the text of the original edition. The content and language reflect 
the beliefs, practices and terminology of their time, and have not been updated.

Cambridge University Press wishes to make clear that the book, unless originally published 
by Cambridge, is not being republished by, in association or collaboration with, or 

with the endorsement or approval of, the original publisher or its successors in title. 
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